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TO THE 


FAST SERMONS. 


It TOE HOLD a One aft; K Why 
IR AD << does this Author" Publifs bis Ser 
mon, when tbr Faſt is gone and 
Peat << forgotten?” — For this very Ra- 
ſon He publiſhes, that the" Faſt, och gu, me 
not be forgotten. That" We may mmm ibi 
cated. Remember the Vous f GOD; -vbich. 
are ſtill upon Us ; and. We cunts. 1 
neee p: en 


Son it de further aſcead; N der Ib 


« obtrude Himſelf on the Publict, abe jo viuny 1 
<etninent Hriters have already made” their 


Appeurance Does He bring with "Him" any 


< ſuperior: Force of Arguanent, or uncommon De 
< licacy of \ Sentiment f Neo fuck Tag. Har 
yi ages — extr cordinary.. Me 


* diſtinguiſhed Excellency of Compęſitiom ? Any: E 
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affe?s neither: brillait hong bi, nor polifbed Style. 
qually remote from mice nein, and profound 
Learning, bit Diſcourſes are ſtudionlly plain, and 
_ brought down to the Level of the meaneſt Capacity. 
bal then is his Motive?” —This is the 
up Truth, In ſeveral ef the Sermons publiſhed 
en this Ofcafion; the one Thing needful [ems 
to be overlooked. CHRIS T and his free 
Grace, CHRIS T and his great Salvation, are 
either totally) omiftedz-or. but lightly tout bed. 
Where theſe are but ſlightly touched, the Door of 
* Hope and de Ci of -Rofuge art ſlivwn,) as it 
: were through a Miſt; din und indiſtinctly. We 
have no more than'a tranfent: Glimpſe of — 
ſferable Obens; and on ſa much Light, as is 
lfcient 10 berbilder, ratber ban ſo \diref}.—- 
here they are totally amitted, the Door of Hope 
ii barred, and the. City of Refugr witbdraun 
fam our Hiew. In ibis, Cafe, being without 
CHRIST, Wes are: wwthout Cunſalation; and. 


may juſtly complain, with the mour ming Prophet, 


The COMFORTER, ou ou relieve our 


W roth. the- Fillowing Diſcourſes, 1 conſtant 
Regard\is paid to tlie Redemption which is in 
CHRIST FESUS; to His all-atoning. Blood, 


and 7 everlaſting” 8 Righteouſneſs." Which: are the 


grand Man, both of - comforting” our Hearts; 


ud ſauctiſping our Amen pr 
et 4614 ie ene lt. i. 
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e eee eee 
aal Aim ef the Whole, is, To diſplay the un- 
ſearchable Rithes of CHRIST; the matchleſs 
Efficacy of bis Death; and that perfet?” Freeneſi, 
with * which all bis invaluable Benefits are be- 
ſtowed. — To Thoſe who believe, HE is pre- 
cious; and to Thoſe who are convinced of Sin, 
theſe ſalutary Truths will be their own beſt Re- 
commendation. Such Readers will excuſe a Mul- 
titude of Blemiſhes, provided they find JESUS, 
which was crucified ;, JESUS, who is the Dejire 
of Nations; JESUS, than whom no other Foun- 
dation can be laid, either for Jes 8 
future Happineſs. 

As theſe Sermons were not preached, to grati- 
a curious Taſte ; neither” are they publiſhed,” _ 
with any fond Proſpect of reforming a ſinful 
Nation. Sincerely as the" Author loves his Country, 
and ardently as He dgſires the Salvation of his Coun- 
trymen, He is not ſo vainly ſanguime in bis Ex- 
peftations.—But this He will venture to aſſert; 
That, if euer a Reformation is produced, it muſt,” 


under the Influences of the eternal SPIRIT, 3e 
produced by the Dotirines of free Grate, and © 


Fuſtification through a REDEEME R's Righ- 


 teouſneſs. Till theſe Dodtrines are ' generally in. | 


culcated, the moſt eloquent Harangues from the 
Pulpit, or the moſt correct Diſſertations from. the 


Preſ, will be. ub better W 


and a broken Bow. | 
This 


deft res . nothing ſo much, as d find, a_Reſting-. 


| Servant, and performeth the. Counſel of his 


| of. his in nfinite Grace and 77 Love, / 


ir” . BRE EK. FR 
This. alle He will venture ta Lene; That: the; 


Diſcourſes may, (here and there, meet, with"ſome-: 
poor Sinner, ju 44 is ſmitten with. a; Senſe. of Guilty. 
and alarmed with Apprebenfions, of Danger... W, bo, 


Place; where he may. be free from the L errours of, | 
Conſcience, and /a fe in ibe Day e, Trouble. land 


' This Freedom. aud this Safety. are io le found. 


only, are 10 be found infallibly, in the. bleſſed. 
JESUS, and 14? Blood of Sprinkiing, Il ſuch; 


4 Reader, by the following Pages, is conducted to. 


this divine. Senttuary, the Writer is Lali fed z: | Thr, 
is rewarded ; enjoys the utmoſt of. his I, hes. | | 87 

Then, inſtead of ſollictting . the Voice. of Fame, 
or coveling. the Wreath: of Honour; inſtead af 
giving Himſelf any Concern, about the officious, 
Critick 3, He will. thankfully . adore. that Almighty - 
Hand, which. confirmeth. the Word. ot. his. 8 


Meſſengers For Oh! Gow. inſepid is. tbe made 
Praiſe of Men, compared with tbe exalted Plea-. | Miſery 


oh 
ſure of glorifying G OD, and edifying. an inmartal. 52 


Soul ! How. harmleſs is Defamation from. a_Fel-. E 
low-Creature, when our great CREATOR males replies 


and is pleaſed, by weak Things, and by 1 hings Voice, 1 


that are deſpiſed +, .to accompliſh the Purpeſes = I 
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1 | Through Faith He kept the Paſſover, and the 

* _  Sprinkling of Blood, leſt He , that deſtroyed 
the Firſt- born, ſhould tquch them.” 


F We conſult the Hiſtory, to which 
TS theſe Words refer, We ſhall. find the 
We ſraclites in a State of great Affliction. 
The Egybtians oppreſſed them; very 
heavily laid the Yoke upon them ; and 
made their Lives bitter - with” hard: Bonlage:— The 
Miſery of his People G O D pities, and is reſolved to 
redreſs... Accordingly he ſends Miſes, in the Qua- 
tal. lity of bis Ambaſſadour, to Phardoh King of Ep, 
Fel demanding their Releaſe, The King molt int olently 
files replies; Me is the LORD, that I ſhould obey his 
ings Voice, to let Iſrael go? I know nat the LORD, neither 
poſes * will I let Iſtzel gs. G0 D, to chaſtiſe his Inis- 
j _ | legce and Obſti nacy, inflicts a Variety of Plagues, 
on Him and his Subjects. In Contempt of all 
I which, Pharaoh hardens his Heart; perſiſts in his Diſ- 

2 e 


3 The Time of Danger. | 
obedience ; and reſuſes to let the People go.— At laſt, 
ſays the LO RD, I will bring one Plagne more upon 
Pharaoh and upen Egypt“; which ſhall inſallibly ac- 


compliſh my Purpoſe. Be their Hearts hard as the 
nether Mill-Rone, this ſhall make them feel. Be 

their Reſolution ſtubborn as an iron Sinew, this ſhall 

make it bend. About Midnight I will go out into 
the Midi of Egypt, and all the firſi-born in the Land 

of Egypt ball die +. 

But as the Iſraelites then dwelt in Egypt, how 
ſhould they be ſaſe amidſt the general Deſolation ? 
The LORD directs Moſes to a Method; which 
ſhould effeQually. ſecure the Families of J1frael, 
while Death. entered into all the Habitations of the 
Egyptians. The Method—its Execution—and Suc- 
_ceſs—are all ſpecified in the Text. By Faith Moſes 
kept the Paſſover, and the Sprinkling . of Blood, left He 
that deſiroyed the Firfl-born, ſhould touch them. Wen 
We may obſerve, 


I, A very dreadful Danger; intimated by the De- 
firuftion of the Firſt- born. 


II. A Method of Security from this Diner ef- 


fected by keeping the Paſſover, and the Blood of 


Sprinkling, 


III. The Succeſs of this Method, denoted by 
the Deſtroyer not ſo much as touching them. 


The good LORD enable Us to open and apply 
the Words, thus divided! Then, we ſhall ſee their 
Suitableneſs to the preſent Occaſion ; and, I hope, 
feel their ſalutary Influence on our Sous, 


Tt Exod, xi. 4 0 
1 900 


* Exod. xi. 1, 


The Time of Danger. 2 


I. A very dreadful Danger, intimated by The De- 
Nirudtion of the Firſt-born. The LORD had al- 
ready put his Hand to the Sword. It was even now 
drawn from the Scabbard, and had received a Com- 
miſſion to go forth. To go forth, that very 
Night; to walk through all the Land of Egypt; and 
to be bathed, before the Morning-Light, in the 
Blood of the Firſt-born. All the Firſt-born, from 
the haughty King that ſat on the Throne, even to 
the Slave that toiled at the Mill, and the very Sheep 


that yeaned in the Field. — Tremendous, as well as 


inevitable Blow! O, what an Alarm will it create, 
and what Afflition will it ſpread ! Make every Heart 
ſad, and every Houſe a Scene of Mourning. - There 
ſhall be a gheat Cry throughout all the Land of Egypt, 
ſuch as there was none like it, nor ſhall be like it any 
more. 

And is not the preſent Time, a Time of immi- 
nent Danger? Are not the Judgements of the Al- 
mighty, now, abroad in the World ? Have not 
Earthquakes ſhaken Kingdoms, and rent the Foun- 
dations of Nature? Have they not ſpread Terrour 
through our own and diſtant Nations; laid wealthy 
Towns and magnificent Cities in Ruin; and ſwal- 
lowed up or deſtroyed unknown Muttieades of our 
Fellow- Creatures 

Is not the Sword of Sunn drawn? Has not 
War hung out her bloody Flag? Are not the Flames 


kindled in Europe and America; on the Land and on 


the Ocean? Are they not gathering Strength daily; 


® Exod. xi. 6. 258 
22 ſpreading 


4 The Time of Danger. 
ſpreading their Rage continually; and chreatening 0 
over-run all. 

If We were evidently ſuperior to our . in 
Number and Power, in Vigilance and Unanimity, 
yet the Events of Battle are uncertain. The Battle 
is not always to the Strong. Succeſs and Victory 
depend upon a Hand, higher than the Arm of Fleſh, 
TVithout me, faith the LORD, they Hall baw down 
under the Priſoners, and they fhall fall under the Slain +. 

But are We not at War with one of the moſt 
potent, inſidious, © enterpriſing Kingdoms in the 
World? Ts there not great Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
they will ſoon be joined by their Neighbours. the 
Spaniards ? And if we have been worſted by one, 
how ſhall We contead with their united Force? — 
Conſidering the Situation and Behaviour of the un- 
grateful Auſtrians, have We not Cauſe to ſuſpect the 
Junction of a third Popiſh Power, againſt our Re- 
ligion and, Liberty? Will not the Court of Rome, 
with all her bigotted Adherents, urge and inftigate 
them to be active in this Confederacy 1? Will they 
not, at this Juncture — the moſt favourable for the 
| Proſecution of their Purpoſe, that any Age has af- 
forded, or their own ſanguine Zeal can deſire—will 


* Ecclef. ix. 11 + Ia. * 
1 1 am informed, that when the Pope heard of the 
Alliance, lately eſtabliſhed between the Houſes of 
Bourbon and Auſtria, ftrengthened by the unexpected Ac- 
ceſſion of Rufia, He cried out with an Air of Triumph, 
O admirabile Commercium Generis humani ! Admirable Afjoci- 
ation of "Mankind ! Promiſing Himſelf, I ſuppoſe, from 


this remarkable Turn of Affairs, ſuch Advantages to the 
Cauſe and wma: al of Popery, as. Exceeded even all 
his Hopes. 


NY 1 they 


The Time of Danger. 8 
they not exert their utmoſt Ability, to cruſh the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, and extirpate the Proteſtant 
Name *?. | 

Should the Enemy make a deſcent upon our Iſland, 
what can we expect, but that our Iſland be turned 
into a Field of Blood? They, who have always been 
jealous of our Power and Influence, have now added 
Rage to their Jealouſy, Their Reſentment, like the 
burning fiery Furnace, is heated ſeven times hotter 
than uſual. We ſhould certainly find: them, as the 
Scripture- ſpeaks, a bitter and haſty Nation f. And 
without the Spirit of Prophecy may venture to de- 
clate; Woe be to England, if GOD ſhould now de- 
liver it into the Hands of the French. | 

Some perhaps, may cry ; ** Theſe Fears are all 
e chimezicals There is no ground for ſuch diſ- 
*« .couraging- Suggeſtions. We don't queſtion, but 
ec ye ſhall be a Match, and more than a Match for 
© our Adverſaries. To this confident Boaſting, let 
not my Tongue, but let the courſe of Events, let the 
Diſpoſals of Providence, reply. — Have we, then, been 
ſuperior in the Day of Trial? Alaſs! Have we not loſt 
Minorca? Is not Ofwego gone? A General lain, and 


The French and Auftrian Miniſters, it ſeems, have 
long been coricerting Meaſures, to tear up the reformed 
Rehgion by the Roots, and not to leave a Proteſtant up- 
on the Face of the Earth. This execrable Plot is diſ- 
covered, by the Sagacity and Activity of the King of 
Pruffia ; 1s averted and proved in his Memorials lately 
publiſhed. If that Hero and his Army ſhould fall before 
their Enemies, what can hinder- the Execution :of this 
harrid 4 ? It may puzzle the acuteſt Politician, to 
align any human Means, ſufficient to ſtand” as a Barrier. 


t. Heb. i. 6. | 
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his Army cut in Pieces. An Admiral condemned to 
be ſhot to Death, and his Fleet defeated by an inſe- 
rior Number of the Enemies Ships ? Are not Rava- 
ges and Depredations made almoſt continually upon 
our Colonies in America; and horrible unheard of 
Cruelties committed by the Savages, on the Perſons 
of our Fellow - Subjects? What have we reaped from 
the late Campaign, but Diſappointment, Loſs, and 
Shame ? 1 

Are not all theſe Things apparently againſt us? 
Will they not diſpirit our Men, and embolden our 
Foes? Will they not make our Allies backward to 
come in with their Succours ; and render the Powers 
that are unengaged, afraid to declare themſelves on 
our Side ? | L 

All theſe Circumſtances conſidered, the preſent 
Time appears to be a Time of uncommon Danger : 
Affairs, look where-ever we will, wear a louring Af- 
pet, Our Shy is black with Clouds, and there ts the 
Sound of Abundance of Rain. Judgements ſeem, more 
than ſeem, to be hovering all around us. How ſoon 
they may fall, G O D only knows! 

If GOD indeed were for us, we might truſt and 


not be afraid. We might look Danger in the Face, 


and boldly ſay ; Ibo ſhall be againſt Us + *—But is 
this the Caſe? Are we @ righteous Nation, that keep- 
eth the Truth f? Is there ſufficient Reaſon to believe, 
that the Holy ONE of Mal is our Defence? — Are 
we not, on the contrary, a ſinful Generation; a 
People laden with Iniquity ? Is there not abundant 
| Reaſon to fear, left our GO D ſhould ſay, in ter- 


„I Kings xvili. 41. | + Rom. viii. 31. f Iſai. at 
f ri 


examine our Ways. 


The Time of Danger. 7 
rible Indignation ; They are joined to Idols, let them * 


alone * ?-—Jn order to determine this Point, let Us 
Nothing can be more proper 
for a Day of Humiliation. Are not Me, like the 
Egyptians, in a State of great Danger, if we conſider 
I. The Sins of our Nation. | 
2. The Judgemenis of GOD denounced upon 
ſuch Sins, 
3. The certain Execution of thoſe Judgements, un- 
leſs we fly to the appointed Refuge, {#4 
I. Conſider the Sins of our Nation. Here I ſhall 
mention ſome, and only ſome of thoſe Abomina- 
tions; which, where-ever they are found, cannot 
fail to provoke the Eyes of G O D's Glory; and 
render, either a Perſon or a People, ripe for his Ven- 
geance. 
The Chriſtian Sabbath is an ineftimable Priv lege to 


| the Church of CHRIST. It is a Pledge of GOD's 


diſtinguiſhing Love. It is a happy Means of build- 
ing Us up in Knowledge; of eſtabliſhing Us in Faith; 
and preparing Us for our everlaſting Reſt, Vet is it 
not ſhamefully profaned, in City and in Country ? 
What Multitudes waſte it in Idleneſs, or ſquander 
it away in unedifying Convesſation ? Making it by 
far the moſt_ uſeleſs and contemptible Day + the 
Week. — This they do, even though GOD ſtrictly 
charges, ſaying; Remember ye the Sabbath Day, not 
barely to abſtain from your ordinary Works, but 0 
keep it holy t; devoting it entirely to holy Purpoſes, 
and religious Exerciſes.—This they do, even though 
GOD ſolemnly threatens, ſaying; F Ye will' nat 


„Hol. iv. 17. + Exod. xx. 8. 
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Barker wats me, to hallow the Sabbath-Day ; then will 
I kindle a Fire in your Gates, and it ſhall devour the 
Palaces of Jeru ſalem, and it ſball not be quenched *, 

Is not the Name of GOD, great, wonderful, and 
holy ? Qught ir not to be uſed with the deepeſt Ve- 
neration, and magnified above all Things? But is it 
not | audaciouſly diſhonoured, and impiouſly blaſ- 
phemed ? Diſhonoured by cuſtomary and wanton, 
blaſphemed by falſe and perfidious Swearing ? Has 
not the moſt High GOD declared, That he will in 
no wiſe hold ſuch daring Wretches 'guiltleſs ? Yet, 
how do theſe daring Wretches ſwarm, like the Lo- 
-cufts of Society, in our polluted Land? O England, 
'how'is thy Air tainted with this Breath of the infer- 


nal Pit] How do thy Streets reſound, moſt horribly. 


reſound, with this Language of Hell! And will not 
the Almighty LORD make Thee know—know, 
'by bitter Experience, what that meaneth, which 1s 
ſpoken by his Prophet? Becauſe of Storuring, the 
Land mourneth +, Mourneth under ang Viſita- 
tions, and deſolating Judgments. | 

Is not the Scripturs a ſingular Bleſſing? Yes; It is 
celebrated by the Pfalmiſt, as the ſovereign Bleſſing; 
that Which crowns the other Inſtances of divine 
*Goodneſs ; He ſbetoed his Word unto Jacob, his Sta- 
tutes and Ordinances unto Iſrael. It is alſo celebrated, 
as a moſt diſtingnifhing. Bleſſing, from which Multi- 
tudes are excluded; He hath. 1 dealt ſo with all Na- 
tions, neither have the Heathen Knowledge of bis Laws f. 
(Should not then the Scripture be precious to our Souls; 
*more precious than fine Gold; ſweeter alſo than 


hy . xuii. 27. * Jer. xxili. 10. 7 Pſal. cxlvii. 19. 20. 
** 1 C Honey, 
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Honey, and the Droppings of the Honey-Comb? 
Should We not exerciſe Ourſelves in it, Day and 
Night * ; reading it by Day, meditating on it by 
Night? Should We not make it the moſt delightful 
Subject of our Converſation ? Talk of it to our Chil- 
dren, : our Domeſtics, our Neighbours z | when We 
lie down and riſe up; when We walk by the Way 
and fit in the Houſe + ?—But' where ate the Perſons, 


who bear ſuch a ſuperlative Eſteem far the Bible 2 


Where is the Company, that delights to converſe on 
thoſe Oracles of Truth? Where are the Parents, 
that diligently inſtruct their Children, and feed them 
with the Milk of the Word? Diverſion, of every 
Kind, .engages their Attention, and the moſt trifling 
Impertinence. ' employs their Tongue; but the 
LORD's Word is inſipid, if not irkſome. His 
Word is treated even by Proteſtants, as the Manna 
was treated by the 1ſraz/ites, Who had the Ingratitude 
and Impudence to ſay; our Soul laatheih this light 
Bread t. A Plague from the LORD of Hoſts 
was the Conſequence of their contemptuous Treat- 
ment of the Meat that periſneth. Of how much 
forer Puniſhment ſhall we be thought worthy, who 
contemn the Food, which endureth to everlaſting Life! 

GOD hath reſerved the Unjuſt, ſaith the Serip- 
ture, unto the Day of Judgment, to be puniſhed ; 
chiefly thoſe who "walk after the Fleſh, in the -Lufts of 
Uncleanneſs F. Is not this Iniquity rampant among 
the inhabitants of England ? What lewd Pictures are 
expoſed to View ! What filthy Writings are ſuffered 

* Pal. i. 2.. 


8 Numb. xxi. . 
{ 2 Pet. ii. 10. : | 


| + Deut. vi. — 
B 5 | to 
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ta ſee the Light ! Fewel for Luſt, and Incentives to 
Debauchery.— What is Wit, in our Days, but ei- 
ther ſome laſcivious Hint, or ſome licentious Abuſe 
of Scripture! Are not the wanton Entertainments of 
the Stage, and other Seminaries of Lewdneſs, coun- 
tenanced, ſupported, thronged ? Can you acquit 
aur Cities and Towns of Drunkenneſs, Revellings, 
and abominable Excefles? Are not theſe, and all 


Sorts of Filthineſs, found in our Skirts ? If ſo, hear 


the Word of the LORD ; and let it fink deep into 
every Heart. I ben J had fed them to the full, they 
then committed Adultery, and aſſembled themſelves by 
Troops in the Harlots Hliuſes. They were as fed Horſes 
in the Morning: Every one neighed after his Neigh- 


| bours II ifi. Shall I not viſit for theſe Things ſaith 


the Lord. „ on ſucb a 
Nation as this *? 


Is not Religion, vita! Religion, very much upon 


the Decline, even among the Serious? Do not many 
Profeſſors, quite deſtitute - of the Power of God- 
lineſs, content themſelves: with the mere Form? 
Whereas, if any, in Imitation of the firſt Believers 
and the firſt Preachers, are alive to GOD, and zea- 
lous for the LORD of Hoſts; theſe Perſons, in- 
ſtead of being encouraged, are oppoſed ; inſtead of 
being eſteemed, are reproached;—Of ſuch Perſons 
even.the malignant Spirit could bear Witneſs; Theſe 
Men are the Servants of the: moſt high GOD, who 


ſhew unto us the Hay of Salvation +. But among. Us, 
who call ourſelves Chriſtians; who pique ourſelves” 


upon being the pureſt Church in Chri/tendom ; a- 


+ Acts xvi. 17. 
mong 


Jer. v. 7, 8, 9 


* 
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mong Us, ſuch Perſons are deemed the Viſionaries 
of the Age, the Diſturbers of Society, the Men that 
would turn the World upſide down *, The Miniſters 
who are moſt faithful, and the People who are moſt 
exemplary, are a Deriſion and a Bye-Word among 
their Neighbours. Thus, in ae, They mocked the 
Meſſengers of GOD, antl deſpiſed his Words, and 
miſuſed his Prophets. But it was to the Confuſion 
of thoſe Scoffers, and the Ruin of their Country. 
For the Wrath of the LORD aroſe againſt his People, 
till there was no Remedy. Therefore He brought upon 
them the King of the Chaldees, who flew their young 
Men with the Sword, in the Houſe of their Sanctuary: 
and had no Compaſſion upon young Man or Maiden, 
old Man, or him that flooped for Age +. 

Are we not abandoned to a Spirit of carnal Confi- 
dence? When do we diſcover any Reliance on the 
Almighty, or aſcribe any of our Succeſs to his gra- 
cious Interpoſition ! It is not GOD, but our Sword, 
that ſhall help us. Or, if any unſeen Power is ac- 
knowledged, it is not the LORD of Hoſts, but 
good Fortune. One would almoſt imagine, that we 
were aſhamed of a heavenly Ally; and thought it a 
Diſgrace, to own ourſelves dependent on Omnipo- 
tence. Is not ſuch a Temper a national Infatua- 


tion, and the Harbinger of national Judgements ? 
Zedekiab and the Men of Judab, forgot or neglect- 
ed the Rock of their Salvation, and made Pads 

Army their Confidence. But ſee, what was the Iſſue; 
or hear it from the Mouth of HIM, who ſulfilleth 
the Word of his Servants, Thongh ye bad ſiniiten 


> Ads xvii. 6. 


F 2 Chron, xxxvi. 16, 17. 
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the while Army of the Chaldeans that fight againft you, 
and there remained but wounded Men among them, yei 
ſhauld they. riſe up every Man in his Tent and n 
this City with fire *. | 

Should you ſay, Tbis is a falſe Charge. Have we 
not, this very Day, publickly acknowledged ? That, 
„without the divine Aid, the wiſeſt Counſels of 
«©. frail Men, and the Multitude of an Hoſt, and 
6“ all the Inſtruments of War, are but weak and 
« vain. “ Have we not likewiſe expreſly. declared ? 
«© That, “ nat confiding in the Splendour of any 
4% Thing that is great, or che Stability of any Thing 
te that is ſtrong here below, we do moſt humbly 
_ 45 flee to the LORD for Succour, and put our Truſt 


3 under the Shadow of his Wings *. I would to 


GOD, we believed - that Acknowledgment, and 
acted conſormable to this Declaration. We ſhould 
then be very diligent to [propagate Religion, among 
our Soldiers and Sailors. We ſhould ſeek for ſuch 
Officers and Commanders, as are Men fearing GOD. 
We ſhould be as deſirous to eſtabliſh our Troops in 


Godlineſs, as to train them up in military Diſcipline. 


But is it thus with our Army ? Is it thus with our 
Navy ? Viſit a Man of War. You will think your- 
ſelf, not in one of the Bulwarks of our Ifland, but 
in a little, Hell. Obſerve the; Gentlemen of the 
Sword. Concerning the Generality of them, you 
will have Reaſon to aſk;-ate theſe Chriſtians ? Are 


| fer. xxxvii. * | 
4 * Form of Progr, appointed for thi F in 
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they not incarnate Devils*.—And can we expect, 
that the infinitely pure GOD will go forth with 


ſuch Hoſts? Will He not rather beckave tower Enemy, 


and fight againſi them ? 50 4 
What Ignorance prevails, eſpecially among the lower 
Ranks of People? The groſſeſt Ignorance of themſelves 


and of GOD our SAVIOUR; the groſſeſt Ignorance 


of Grace, and Salvation, by a REDEEMER's Righ- 
teouſneſs ; the groſſeſt Ignorance of the very firſt 
Prifciples.of our holy Religion. To do Evil, they 
are wiſe.” But to do Good; to believe in FESUS 
CHRIST; to love and-glorify | HIM, who bought 
Sinners with his Blood; to do all, to do any of this, 
they have no Knowledge. And is it a ſmall Mat- 
ter to be thus Children of 'Dayineſs ? Is not the Soul 
alienated from the Life of GOD through Igno- 
rance ? Does not this diſpleaſe the moſt high 

GOD, and provoke the Holy One of Jfrael? Let 
his own Word determine. It is @ People of no Un- 
derſtanding, therefore He that made them, will not have 
Mercy on them; and he that formed them, will fhew 
them no Favour l. Are theſe impotent Menaces ? 


„Does this ſound harſh ? Or will any other Part of the 
Charge, advanced in theſe Diſcourſes, prove offenſive ?— 
Tam ſorry, there ſhould, be any Occaſion for ſuch Lan- 
guage. But I dare not retract it; I muſt not ſoften it; 
nos nor apologize for it. Thus much, however, I will 
ſay; borrowing the Words of Jab. I it be not fo now, 
let Experience male me a liar, and in this Caſe make m 
Speech nothing wworth. Job xxiv. 25. Deſirous as I am of 
"= Truth, —_ I ſhall rejoice to be convicted of 


+ Ina. Ixiii, 10. 


5 Eph. iv. LY 1 Iſa. 
xxvii. 11. 


Made 
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Made only to be contemned ? Then we may diſmiſs 

our Fears. But if they are- the Word of GOD, 

which liveth and abideth for ever; then We have 

Reaſon to cry, + What will become of England ?”. 
In'a Word ; Religion, both as to Knowledge and 

Practice, was never at ſo low an Ebb, ſince the 


Reformation took Place. Nor Luxury, and Immo- 


rality of every Kind, at ſuch an enormous Height. 
— W here now are our Rulers ?- Are they zealous 
for GOD, and valiant for the Truth ? Have they 
Courage to ſtem the Torrent; or to oppoſe the 
Overflowings of Ungodlineſs ? — Where are the 


Grandees and Magiſtrates? Warm with gene- 


rous Indignation, do they ſnatch the Spear; and 
like the gallant Phineas, ſmite through the Loins of 
Iniquity ?—Alas - Have not our great men altoge> 
ther broken the Yoke, and burſt the Bonds * ? Are they 
not, generally ſpeaking, the Ringleaders in Tranſ- 
greſſion; as eminent for their Contempt of GO, 
as for the Affluence of their Circumſtances ?  ' Yea, 
the Hand of the Princes and Rulers bath been chief in 
the ſeveral Treſpaſſes+. But will that Dignity, 


which they have abuſed ; will that Authority, which 


was lent them for better Purpoſes ; will thofe Diſ- 
tinctions be a Security to Them or their Country, in 
the Day of Viſitation ?—Hear, what the righteous 
LORD ſays, who is higher than the higheſt, and 
able to execute all his Decrees: It it the Sword of 
the great Men that are ſlain, which entereth into their 


privy Chambers. I have ſet the Point of the Sword a- 


gainft all their Gates, that their Hearts my faint, and 


„Jer. v. 5. | + Ezra ix. 2. 


their 
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their Ruins be multiplied*, Gates, be they ever fo 
ſtrongly fortified, or ever ſo carefully guarded, are 
no Fence againft the Point of JEHOVARH's Sword. 
And if Sin is ſuffered to enter, Judgements will afſu- 
redly follow. Judgements will follow even the moſt 
powerful and. wealthy Sinners ; will purſue them, 
like an eager Blood-Hound ; will haunt them, like a 
diſmal Ghoſt ; will force a Way into their Palaces, 
nay, into their cloſeſt Retirements; and never remit 
the Chace, till Fainting of Heart ends in multiplied 
Ruin; in the Ruin of "Themſelves, their Families, 
their Country. 

Amidſt all theſe crying Evils, are We not pre- 
ſumptuouſly ſecure? Is there not a deplorable Spirit 
of Stupidity, which blinds our Eyes, and renders our 
Hearts inſenſible? Scarce any one lays theſe Mis 
ſeries and Dangers to Heart. Who mourneth for 
the Abominations of the Land? Who ftirreth up 
himſelf to call upon GOD? If ſo be, He may yet be 
entreated, and have Mercy upon Zion. — Are We 
not too much like the intoxicated Sinners of the old 
World ? They eat, they drank ; they bought, they fold; they 
planted, they builded.” They gave themſelves wholly 
up, to ſenſual Gratifications, and inferior Cares; dif- 
regarding all the Admonitions of Naab, and all the 
Tokens of impending Vengeance. Till the divine 
Long-Suffering - ceaſed ; the univerſal Flood came; 
and, with irreſiſtible Violence, ſwept them all a- 
way +,—Are we not in the Condition of thoſe ſu- 
pine ſenſeleſs People, ſpoken of by the Prophet Ze 
phaniah ? It ſhall come to paſs at that Day, that I will 


®* Ezek. xxi. 14, 15. F Lake xvi; 27. 
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ſearch. Jeruſalem with: Candles, and pumiſh the Men 
that are ſettled upon their Lees; That ſay in their 
Heart, The LORD will nat do Gond, neither will He 
do Evil. And may we not juſtly expect their awful 
Doom ? Therefore their Goods ſhall become a Booty, and 
their Houſes a Deſolation. Their Blood ſhall be poured 
out as Duſl, and their Fleſh. as the Dung. Neither 
their Silper nor their Gold ſhall be able to deliver them, in 
the Day of, the LORD's- Wrath, but the whole Land 
Hall be devoured: by the Fire of his Fealtuſy *. 

As. a farther Aggravation of our Crimes, have 
We not been zncorrigible, amidſt the moſt compulſive 
and the moſt winning Motives to Amendment? We 
have been viſited; with a contagious Diſtemper among 
our Cattle; which, We were apprehenſive, might 
have introduced a Plague among the human Race. 
From this Fear We bave been delivered. But are 
We delivered from our evil Works, and have. We 
renounced. all Ungodlineſs ? Rebellion broke out.in 
our Iſland, and threatened to overthrow aur Prote- 
ſtant Government, and deprive Us of our reformed 
Religion: threatened to deprive Us of our Liberty 
and its Privileges, of our Peace and its Comforts. 
This Storm alſo was ſoon blown over, and Tran- 


MN Zeph. i. 12, &c. | 

Tremendous Threat ning! Black as Right it ſtands, 

Fierce as ten Faries, terrible as Hell, 
And ſbales a dreadful Dart; Mir ron. 
Even the Dart of divine Indignation over a guilty 
Land. Vet who is awakened from a State of Indolence? 
Who is induced to watch and pray? Who falls down at 
the Feet of JEHOVAH, though they ſee his Wrath en- 
| kindling, and hear his Terrours denounced? 

| . ; ( . F 1 60 * — quility 


ce? 


The Time of Danger. 17 
quility reſtored to our Land. But did We return 
every one to the LORD our GOD, who dealt 
ſo graciouſly with us ?—£Z2arthgquakes have ſhat- 
tered other Kingdoms; have deftroyed other Ci- 
ties; while they only -admoniſhed, not injured, Us 
and ours. Has this Goodneſs, this diſtinguiſhing 
Goodneſs of GOD, led Us to Repentance Were 
We not lately preſerved from the moſt calamitous of 
all temporal Loſſes? From loſing the precious 
Fruits of the Earth? When the Corn was ripe, and 
ready for the Sickle, who can forget the lowering 
Sky and the deſcending Rains? Which held back the 


Huſbandman's Hand, and forbad the Gathering. A 


few more Days of ſuch unſeaſonable Weather, had 
inevitably ſpoiled the Produce of the Ground, and 
deſtroyed the Staff of Liſe. But divine Providence, 
at the very Hour of Need, reſtrained the immoderate 
Showers; bid the Sun ſhine forth with peculiar 
Brightneſs; and gave us the expected Weeks of the 
Harveſt. Thus reſcuing Us from Famine; per- 
haps, from Peſtilence; probably, from Mutiny; 
certainly, from a Train of Evils, the Particulars of 
which we cannot ſo much as imagine. But is there 


not too much Ground for the Complaint, ſo pathe- 


tically urged, and fo frequently repeated by the Pro- 


phet; Though I have done all this for You, yet have 


Te not returned unto me, faith the LORD *, 
Behold, now, the State of -our Natioh. ur 


Sins abound, and are grown up to Heaven— ins of 


every, even the moſt horrid Kind Sins among all 


Ranks, from the higheſt to the loweſt In our Sins 


We perſiſt; though wooed, as it were, with the 


Amos iv. 6, 8, 9, 10, 11. 
choiceſt 
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choiceſt Mercies ; though made to ſmart under va- 
rious Judgements; though threatened with far more 
afllictive Viifitations.——And will the great, the 
mighty, the terrible GOD always bear with ſuch 
a People? Will he receive the moſt horrible Indig- 
nities, and ſtill, ſtill refrain himſelf ? Surely, He will 
ſay, with a determined Indignation ! Ab, I will eaſe 
me of mine Adverſaries, and avenge me of mine Enemies*, 
— Has. he not evidently begun to ſhow Us terrible 
Things in Righteouſneſs? And what, O] what 
may the End of theſe Things be | How doleful, how 
 deftruftive ! Unleſs ſovereign Grace interpoſe, bring- 
ing Us, by Faith in the SON of GOD, to unfeigned 
Repentance, and Newneſs of Life. Some Notion 
We may form, concerning the End of theſe Things, 
by unfolding the ſecond Point, 


The Fudgements of GOD, denounced on ſuch 
Sins, — Where ſuch” Iniquities prevail, We might 
naturally. conclude, that the divine Indignation is 
awakened, and the divine Vengeance lingereth not. 
Is there a GOD? Does He behold the Children of 
Men? Is his Nature infinitely pure and holy? Surely 
then He cannot, He will not ſuffer the moſt outra- 
geous Violations of his ſublime Perfections, to paſs 
unpuniſhed.— Thus We might argue from the Na- 
ture of GOD: this we might conjecture from the 
Aſpect of Things. But we have a more fure Word 
of Prophecy. In this Word, the Math sf GOD is 
revealed again all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
Men +, And ſee! in what flaming Colours, by 


Ila. i. 24. + Rom. 1. 18. 
| | | what 
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what frightful Images, this Wrath is repreſented, 
theſe Judgements are deſcribed. 

They are likened to a Lion, rending his Prey. 
The LORD had been unte Ephraim as 4 Moth, 
and to the Houſe of Judah as a Worm. He had in- 
flicted milder Judgements ; rebuking them gradually, 
and with-holding inferior Comforts. His Judgements 
were like a Moth fretting the Garment, or like a 
Worm corroding the Wood. In both which Caſes, 
the ' Conſumption creeps, as it were; the Waſting 
proceeds filently and ſlowly. Thus the chaſtiſing 
JEHOVAH acted; giving the People Space for Re- 
collection, and looking for Repentance. But no Re- 
pentance was produced. They continued irreclaim- 
able, adding Sin to Sin. Then ſays the LORD, 
J will be unte Ephraim as a Lion; which, all fierce 
and ravenous, ruſhes upon à lonely Traveler. I 
will now come forth, as an incenſed and irreſiſtible 
Adverſary, and be as à rearing Lion to the Houſe of 
Judah. I, even I, who am omnipotent, will tear, 
will deſtroy them with a mighty Hand; and go. a- 
way, ſatiated with Slaughter and Vengeance. J 


will take away both Prince and People; I wilt take 


away their very Place and Nation; and none ſhall 
have Power to effect, or Courage to attempt, a Re/- 
cus. If GOD do thus to perverſe and incorrigible 
Fudah, why ſhould We imagine, that He will deal 
otherwiſe with perverſe and incorrigible England © 
They are deſcribed by a Flood. Now therefore be- 


bold, the LORD. bringeth up upon them the Waters of 
' the River, flrong and many, even the King of Aﬀlyria 


* 
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and all his Glory: and He ſhall came up over all his 


Channels, and go over all his Banks, And He ſhall paſs 
through Judah; He ſhall. overflow and go over; He 


ſhall reach. even to the Neck, and the Stretching out of 


his Wings ſhall. fill the Breadth of thy Land, O IM- 
MANUEL“. The King of Aria and his Army, 
determined to invade Judab, are ſignified by the Ma- 
ters of the River. Theſe the LORD bringeth up; 
over-ruling the Purpoſes of ambitious Princes, and 
making even their wicked Deſigns ſubſervient to his 
holy Will.— They are, like the Waters of an im- 
menſe Flood, ffrong and many; their Multitude innu- 
merable, and their Force unconquerable. , For they 
ſhall come with all their Glary; with their choiceſt 
Troops, their ableſt Commanders, and their whole 


warlike Artillery. He hall come up du all his Chun 


- nels, and go over all his Banks ; from all Parts of hs 
vaſt Dominion, his Troops ſhall be aſſembled; 
each Province ſhall be drained of its braveſt Inhabi- 
tants; and all unite to render this Expedition, one 
of the moſt formidable, that ever was undertaken.— 
He fhall paſs through Judah; not only make Inroads 
upon the Frontiers, but puſh his Way through the 
Country, and penetrate the very Heart of the King- 
dom. He ſhall overflow ; ſpread Terrour and Deſola- 
tion on every Side, and in every Quarter. He ſhall 
go over Villages, Towns, Cities, Tribes; and bear 
down all before Him. He Hall reach even to tha 
Neck; his Ravages ſhall extend even to the royal 
City, to the very Gates of the Metropolis; threaten« 
ing Deſtruction to the Palace of the King, and the 
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Walls of the Temple. The Stretabing out of his Wings, 
the ſeveral Detachments and Parties of his victorious 
Army, /hall fill the Breadth of the Land with Havock, 
Slaughter, and Ruin. Even of thy Land, O IM- 
MANUEL. Their Relation to Thee, ſhall procure 
no Favour, fhall afford no Protection. They have 
diſhonoured that 'goodly Name, wherewith they 
were called. Therefore that goodly Name ſhall no 
longer ſtand in the Breach, but pour itſelf with the 
Torrent, and render it irrelittible.-Such an Inun- 
dation of Judgments, ſo terrible, fo deſtructive, have 
not We deſerved, may not We expect? 

Theſe Judgments are compared to Fire; and to 
the fierceſt of Fires, that which glows in a Fur- 
nace. The Houſe of Iſrael is to me become Dreſs, all 
they are Braſs, and Tin, and Iron, and Lead, m the 
Midſi of the Furnace ; they are even the Droſs of Sil- 
ver. Therefore thus ſaith the LORD GOD, 
becauſe Ye are all become Droſs, behold therefore I will 
gather You into the Midft of Jeruſalem. As they ga- 
ther Braſs, and Iron, and Tin, and Lead into the Midft 
of the Furnace, to blow the Fire upon it, to melt it; fa 
will ¶ gather You, in mine Auger and in my Fury; and 
1 will leave you there, and melt Du. Yea, I will ga- 
ther You, and blew upon You in the Fire f my Wrath, 
and Ye ſhall be melted in the Midft thereof *. Aſto⸗ 
niſhing Words! And they are doubled! They are 
redoubled ! In order to alarm the inſenſible Sinners. 
As the Sword, by being brandiſhed in many a dread- 
ful Circle, over the Criminal's Head, ftrikes Terrour 
into his Apprehenſions, before it does the Work of 


0 Ezek. xxii. 18, 19, 20, 21. 
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Vengeance on his Heart.— This Generation is be- 
become Braſs, impudent in their Wickedneſs. They 
have a Whore's Forehead : they cannot bluſh at their 
Iniquities, but glory in their Shame.—They are Tin; 
a degenerate Race; Children that are Corrupters. They 
have forſaken the good old Way, and ſwerved from 
the Example of their Fathers. With Regard to 
Hardneſs of Heart, they are as Iran. Impenitent 
amidſt all their Guilt ; obſtinately tenacious of their 
Vices; and not to be wrought upon by any Addreſ- 
ſes, not to be reclaimed by any Expedients.—In an- 
other Reſpect, they are as Lead; ſtupid and ſot- 
tiſh ; pliable to Evil, but for any good Purpoſe un- 
meet; to every good Work reprobate,—Becauſe 
they are ſo exceedingly ſinful, they ſhall be overtaken 
by GOD's Anger, and ſurrounded by his Fury ; as 
Metals, caſt into the Mid/? of a Furnace, are ſur- 
rounded with the raging Heat. The Flame of this 
Wrath ſhall be blown, as with a vehement Wind, 
to its utmoſt Height. In this Furnace they ſhall be 
left, to this Wrath they ſhall be abandoned; till, by a 
Complication of Afflictions, reſembling the Compli- 
cation of their Vices, they are overcome, ſubdued, 
and even-melted. So melted, as to be either purged 
from the Droſs of their Iniquities, or elſe blended 
together in one promiſcuous Ruin. 

Theſe Judgements are deſcribed by the terrible 
Repreſentation of an End. An End of Affluence 
and Proſperity, of which we have gloried. An End 
of Power and Strength, in which we have truſted, 
An End of all national Bleſſings, which we have 
not improved to G OD's Honour, but turned into 


Licentiouſneſs. Thus faith the LORD GOD; an 
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End, an End is come upon the four Corners of the Land. 
The Sword without, and the Peſtilence and the Famine 
within : He that is in the Field ſball die with the Sword ; 
and he that is in the City, Pe/itlence and Famine ſhall 
devour him. For this we have been ripening, by 
an unintermitted Courſe of Ungodlineſs and Iniquity, 
And what can be expected by an impenitent People, 
hating to be reformed? What? But that Judgements, 
which have long been ſuſpended, ſhould at laſt be 
inflicted? An End is come,—l[t is come upon the Land. 
It is a national Viſitation. Not confined to a Part, 
but extending to the whole Kingdom.—Upon the 
four Corners of the Land. No Place ſhall be ex- 


empt; nothing ſecure, Neither that which ſeems 


to be moſt ſecret, nor that which lies moſt re- 
mote, The Vengeance is univerſal and inevita- 
ble. — The Executioners . of this Vengeance take 
their Stand, within and without, at Home and a- 
broad; fo that to fly from one, is only to fall into the 
Hands of another. He that is in the Field, ſhall find 
no Way to eſcape, but Shall die with the Sword, He 
that is in the City, ſhall obtain no Protection, but 
Famine and Peſtilence ſball devour him, Every City 
ſhall be a Slaughter Houſe, and every Field a Field 
of Blood. In City and Country, Sin has prodigi- 
ouſly abounded ; therefore in City and Country, De- 


ſolation ſhall be made; Deaths ſhall be multiplied ; 


Miferies ſhall abound. 

Theſe ate ſome of the Images, by which the Judge- 
ments and the Wrath of GOD, are repreſented in 
the Scriptures. But when all Images are uſed, when 
Fancy itſelf is exhauſted, we may truly cry out 

* Ezek. vii. 2, 15. 

I : with 
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with the Pſalmiſt; who knoweth the Power of thine Is 
Anger *? If GOD whet his glittering Sword, and tion 
| his Hand take hold on Judgment, what can with- Wrable 
ſtand it, or who can ſuſtain it? If his Wrath be Cour 
| kindled, yea but a little, it ball conſume the Earth to be 

with her Increaſe ; it ſhall ſet on Fire the Foundations every 
of the Mountains; and burn to the loweſt Hell +. LOR 

Leſt you ſhould begin to ſay within - yourſelves, WGOD 
Theſe Threatnings are applicable * to the Jews ; 3 Hand 


I proceed to new to a 
3. The certain Sen of theſe or ſome ſuch is V 


Judgments on Us, . we fly to the appointed Cot 
Refug . muniti 
GOD. is an :nfinite pe: In his Word, He xiſte1 
addrefles Himſelf to all Generations of Men, and will be 
to every Individual of the human Kind, where his apaci 
holy Revelation is made. It is therefore a certain {Memong | 
Rule, that when any People, enlightened by the glo- Mrernme 
rious Goſpel, become, like . WF. univerſally- inflicti. 
and incorrigibly corrupt; they do „in Ferufalem's ations 
Doom, read their, own.” on? 
GOD is the · ſame Veſterday, to Day, and for Beſic 
ever. He remembereth his Threatenings, as well as his M 
his Promiſes, to a thouſand Generations. Whatſo- ontem 
ever, of either Kind, happened to our Forefathers, bout t 
happened to them, as Enſamples to Us. And whatſo- {be Gai 
ever was written aforetime, was written for our Learn- s made 
ing. Obſerve, it was written, not for our Amuſe. {Milhes, 1 
ment, but for our Learning and  Admonition tf. That Por thei 
we may, as in a Mirrour, ſee our on Picture, and nd war 
learn our own Deſtiny. | rath g 
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Is it not in a Manner neceſſary, ſor the Manifeſta- 
tion of GOD's inflexible Juſtice, and his unalte- 
rable Hatred of Sin, that Judgments ſhould take their 
Courſe ; when Iniquity rears its Head, and refuſes 
to be ene e ? At ſuch a Juncture does not 
very one of the divine Attributes aloud? O 
LORD GOD, to whom Vengeance belongath ; thou 
GOD to whom Vengeance belongeth, ſhew thyſelf. — 
And how can the Juſtice of GOD, with Regard 
to a wicked Nation, be ſhewn; but by executing 
is Vengeance upon them, in temporal Calamities? 
Conſider, Sirs; the very Eſſence of political Com- 
munities is temporal, purely temporal. It has no 
xiſtence but in this World. Hereafter, Sinners 
will be judged and puniſhed, ſingly and in a perſona] 
apacity only. How then ſhall HE, that is Ruler 
among the Nations, maintain the Dignity of his Go- 
ernment over the Kingdoms of the Earth, but by 
nfliting national Puniſhments, for national Provq- 
ations ; and, for final Impenitence, total Deſtructi- 
on f 

Beſides; has not the LORD always acted in 
his Manner? Go back to the Generations of old. 
ontemplate Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Cities 
about them. Well watered every where, even as 
be Garden of the LORD. Yet this fruitful Land 
made barren, theſe populous Cities are turned into 
\ſhes, for the Wickedneſs of them that dwell therein * ; 
or their Pride and Idleneſs ; for their voluptuous 
and wanton Indulgencies, For which Things fake, the - 
Vrath of GOD, not only has cores in former Ages, | 
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and in diſtant Nations; but in every Age, cometh, and 
in every Nation will come, upon the Children of Difs- 


Zedience *. 


Paſs over to Babylon; the grandeſt City that the 
Sun ever beheld. Which ſet Calamity at Defiance; 
ſaying in her Heart, 7 hall be a Lady for ever +. How 
is ſhe fallen; Swept with the Beſom of Deſtruction f. 
Not ſo much as'a Trace or Footſtep of her ancient 
Glory left! And ſhall we be ſafe, when thoſe very 
Iniquities prevail among Us, which raſed the Foun- 
dations of the Babylonian Metropolis, and overthrew 


the Magnificence of the Babylonian Monarchy ? 
Take a View of Conflantinople ; once the moſt flou- 
riſhing Chriſtian City in the World. Where the firſt 
Chriſtian Emperor filled the Throne, and Chry/oftom 
that great Chriſtian Orator the Pulpit. Then it was 
gloriouſiy enlightened with the Knowledge of FESUS 
CHRIST. Grace and Truth dwelt in it; and the 
Beauties of Holinefs adorned it. But now the Can- 
dleftick is removed. 'It is now given up to Infidelity 
and Barbarity. Is now full of Darkneſs, and crue! 
Habitations. 
Come hither then, ye careleſs ones, and fee what 
- Deſolation Sin has made in the Earth. On Account 
of Sin, Sodom was conſumed, as in a Moment; Bu 
bylon is cans deſtroyed v; 3 Conftantinople has loſt het 
Glo 
| Mo 2 6. + Ifa. xlvii. y. 1 Iſa. xiv. 23. 
. — , raiſed in their own Conceit above the 
n L aegledt theſe Admonitions with a Smil 
iſdain ?: Becauſc they can aſſign the ſecond Cau/ 


of ſome lch Evils, as have been deſcribed, will the 
therefore quiet their Spirits, amidſt the alarming pr 
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Glory. And have Ve a Licence to fin with Impu- 


oy nity ? Are our Sins leſs heinous, than thoſe of other 

People? Quite the reverſe. Conſidering the many 
it the Bleſlings, which We enjoy as a Nation; the many 
ce; Deliverances we have enjoyed, as a proteſtant Na- 


How! tion; the numberleſs Advantages for religious Know- 
ledge and religious Practice, which We both have 
enjoyed, and do enjoy, above all the Nations on 


very ſpe of Judgments from Heaven — They have heard 
doun- (1 make no doubt) that a midnight Debauch in Babylr 
threw and a popular Sedition in Zerw/alem, left the Gates of 
the former open to Cyrus, and the Walls of the latter 
without Defence to Ye/þa/ian. Perhaps they will ſuppoſe, 
t flou - that the Overthrow of Sodom, was occaſioned by the 
e firſt Shock of an Earthquake; and that the Fire from Heaven, 
was produced by ſulphureous Exhalations. | 
foftem Be the Premiſes ever ſo certain, is there any Thi 
it was rational in the Concluſion ? Is not what we term the Courſe 
ESUSEE of Nature, the inceſſant Adminiſtration of PRovipence'? 
1d the! Are not many of its ordinary Appearances, very evident 
C Indications of a righteous and holy Government, upal- 
Can terably determined to puniſh Sin? The Poverty and Ig- 
idelity i nominy of the lazy Vagabond; the Diſeaſes of the De- 
cruel] bauchee, and the Diſtreſſes of the Spendthrift; are 
theſe leſs manifeſt Signs of divine Diſpleaſure, becauſe 
h they are the immediate Effects of an evil Conduct? Are 
What they not as certainly the jndicial, the penal, as they are 
count the natural Conſequences of Vice? 
; Buſh Let thoſe therefore, who fear not Judgments, com- 
oft her Pare Cauſes: and Events. If Indolence, Avarice, and 
enality; if Pleaſure, Luxury, and Prodigality ; if 4 
Glory Youth without Principles, Tradeſmen without Honeſty, _— 
and Nobles without Honour ; if theſe are allowed to be, 
3. either provoking Immoralities, or fatal Symptoms; I 
M fear the Ruin o England cannot be far off. GOD Al- 
Smilſ mighty grant, we Miniſters may not accelerate the Fall 
Ca of our Country, by neglecting to warm. every Man and | | 
ill the exhort every Man, to receive the Salvation of CHRIST, 4 
g Proj. and flee from the Wrath to come. | ] 
; C 2 Earth . 
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kedneſs is highly aggravated ; it admits of no Excuſe ; 
it exceeds the abominable Practices of the Heathens, 
What then can prevent our Ruin? 


Earth Conſidering theſe Circumſtances, our Wic- 


Will you reply?“ We faſt, and humble our- 
<« ſelves before the LORD.”—I aſk. Do we faſt 
from Sin ? Are our Faſt-days the beginning of a 
Goſpel Reformation ? When we abſtain from our 
daily Bread, do we turn by Faith to ESU CHRIST? 
That, eating his Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, we 
may live through him * Live in Holineſs here, and 
live in Glory hereafter, by applying his immaculate 


- Righteouſneſs to our Souls ?—lf this is the Caſe, we 


may entertain reviving, Hopes. The Scripture ſpeaks 
good Words, and comfortable Words, to ſuch Peo- 
ple; be their Condition ever ſo vile, or their Guilt 


ever ſo great, —But alas! are we not juſt the ſame 


Perſons, the Day after our Faſt, as we were before ? 
As vain in our Converſation, and as forgetful of 
GOD? As fond of Folly, and as negligent of divine 
Grace ? As mad upon our Idols, of carnal Gratifica- 
tion, and worldly Gain ?—lIf fo, our Faſts are not 
an acceptable, no, nor. axzeaſonable Service; but a 
mere Mockery of the Omniſcient Majeſty. May He 
not juſtly uſe that upbraiding Expoſtulation ; 7/il 
Ye fleal, and commit Adultery, and ſwear falſely, and 
walk after other Gods, ſerving, not the LORD IE. 
HOVAH, but divers Luſts and Pleaſures; and then, 


with hypocritical Devotign, /land before me in [thi 
Houſe, which is called by my Name +? 


. 
9 


* John vi. 57. + Jer. vii. 9, 10, 
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Perhaps, You ate ready to alledge ; Our Alms 

« will deliver Us. The Son of Sirach exhorts Us, 
to ſhut up Alms in our Store-houſes ; and aſſures 
« us, that they /hall fight for Us againſt our Enemies, 
« better than a mighty Shield and ſirong Spear *. And 
« when was there a greater Flow of Beneficence, 
% obſervable in our own, 
« Sums have been given to the Poor, during this 
« ſevere Seaſon of Cold and Scarcity ! What Hoſ- 
« pitals of various Sorts, and other charitable Foun- 
« dations, have been ſet on Foot, and are ſupport- 
% ed through the Kingdom.” —Let Us beware, 


Brethren, leſt thoſe very Things, which we look - 


upon as our Recommendation, ſhould prove an Of- 
ſence. | If our Alms proceed not from Faith in FE- 
SUS CHRIST, and an unfeigned Zeal for the Glory 
of GOD ; if they are not accompanied with a Spi- 
nit of Love to his Name, and with a Courſe of Obe- 
dience to his Commands : hear, what the LORD. 
himſelf ſays concerning ſuch Works; ſee, what a 

Figure they make in his Sight; and then judge, 
whether they are likely to be a Security to our 
Land, I hate, I deſpiſe your Feaſft-Days, and I will 
not fmell in your ſolemn Aſſemblies. Though ye offer me 
Burnt-offerings and your Meat-offerings, I will not ac- 
cept them; neither will I regard the Peace-offerings 


of your fat Beaſts. Take thou away from me the 
Noiſe of thy Songs ; for I will not hear the Melody of 


thy Viols. Hymns of Praiſe, You ſee, are no other 
than a Noiſe in the LORD's Ear ; the moſt coſtly 
dervices of Religion, are no better than a Smoke in 


® Ecclus. xxix. 12, 13. 
C 


or in any Land ? What - 
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his Noſtrils; unleſs Judgment, and the Love of 
GOD, run dum as a River; unleſs Righteouſneſs, 
and the Faith of CHRIST abound as a _— 
Stream *. 

Do Lou ſtill conceit Vourſelves, that, becbuls 
there are many righteous Perſons remaining, he 
will ftand in the Gap; they will turn away the An- 
ger of the LORD; and be as the Chariots of 7/- 
rael, and the Horſemen of Iſrael, to our endangered 
State ? Hear, what a Charge the ſupreme JEHO- 
VAH gave to bis Prophet, when the Provocations of 
Hrael were riſen to a very high Pitch. Pray not Thou 
for this People, neither lift up Cry nor Prayer for them, 
neither matte Iuterceſſans to me:. for F will not hear 
Thee f. Amazing and awful Prohibition ! Yet it 
is repeated, again and again f,—GOD's profeſſing 
People may, ”, their exceflive Wickedneſs, become 
ſo infufferably foathſbme ; that, were the greateſt 
Saints to make Supplication in their Behalf, they 
Would riot prevail. Though Noah, Daniet, and ob, 
Men mighty in Prayer, and zealous for the Welfare 
of their Neighbours; though theſe three Men, (HU 
trad” each by his ſingle Interceſſion procured Blef- 
ſings ſrom Heaven) were uniting their Petitions in 
the NMidft of this profligate Generation; as 7 For, 
ſaith tu RD GOD, they /half deliver neither Sons 
tor” Dung bert; they only Hall be „ But the 
Lan ſhalt be d:ſmate f. ary 

De Land ſhalt be tefolate—Doleful Sound Diſmal 
Deeree * has it not, hong ago, been carried i in- 
hou „ 


9 Amos v. i. 22, 23, 24. + Jer. vii. 16, 
{ Jer. xi. 14. zin. 2. F Ezek. xiv. 16. 


to 


to Execution? Was not Feruſalem ploughed as a 
Field, and trodden down by the Gentiles ? Are not 
the. Inhabitants. rooted out of their Dwellings, and 
ſcattered: to all the Ends of the Earth? While their 
Country is given up, for a Prey and for a Poſſeſſion 
to Strangers, to Infidels, to Turks. 

Perhaps, You- will ſay; „ The Fews crevifink 
« the LORD of Glory, and rejected his. Goſpel. 
« Therefore Wrath came upon them to the utter- 
& moſt.” And are V innocent in this Reſpe&? 
Are not We verily, are not we greatly guilty; con- 
cerning this Thing? Is CHRIST - received into the 
Hearts of Men, with deep Adoration of his Perſon; as 


IMMANUEE- GOD with Us? Do they glory and 


delight themſelves in his complete Redemption, as 
finifhed by the great GOD and our SAVIOUR ? Do 
they conſide in Him alone for their Juſtification, as an 
infinite Surety, and as IEHOVAH our Righteouſ- 
nefs ? Do they depend on Him alone for their Sancti - 


fication, as JESUS who ſaves his People from their 


Sins, and ſanctifies them through his Blood? Do 
they count all Things but Dung, for the Excellency 
of CHRIST, and his incomprehenſible Merit? Alas? 
Is not his Goſpel, though the Light of the World, 
diſregarded and deſpiſed ? Is nat his. Name, though a 
Name above every Name, derided and blaſphemed ? 
Are not the Influenees of his eternal SPIRIT, cho 


the very Life of our Souls, exploded. aud.;ridiculed ? 
They who would exalt the SAVIOUR ;-would make 


every Sheaf bow down to the REDEEMER's;. re- 
preſenting Him, as the Alpha and Omega, the Begin- 
ning and. the Ending, in the Salvation of ** 
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thoſe Preachers, thoſe Writers, thoſe Believers, are 
treated as the fooliſh People that dwell in Sichem . 
What the Jews did through Ignorance, We, who 
call Ourſelves Chriftians, Zeri ;/bmen, Proteſtants; 
We do knowingly, wilfully, and of malicious Wick- 
edneſs. And if we thus trample upon the Blood, 
which alone can fereen Us; if we thus crucify a- 
freſh that FESUS, who is our only Hope; what can 
We look for, but Vengeanee and fiery Indignation ? 
If We Ourſelves, with-our own Hands, demoliſh the 
only Barrier; what can enſue, but an Inundation of 
Wrath, Tribulation, and Anguith ? 

Conſider theſe Things, Brethren. The LORD 
enable You to diſcern the Signs of the Times! 
Then You will acknowledge, that We have Rea- 
fon to be alarmed ; to tremble ;- to be horrible afraid. 
Are not theſe Iniquities the Achans, that will af- 
ſuredly bring Diſtreſs and Trouble, if not Deftrue- 
tion, upon our Country N Are not theſe Iniquities the 
Jonabs, that will awaken the divine Diſpleaſure, and 
deliver up our Yeu to the Tempeſt; if not to * | 


wreck ? 

Is any One diſpoſe to ſay within Himſelf * 
Though Others may be guilty of theſe flagrant 
« Iniquities, yet am not I.“ Remember, my 
Friend, the Prophet [/aiah. He was, at leaſt, as free 
from - theſe flagrant Iniquities as Yourſelf. Yet He 
laments, and with painful, Apprehenſions, the Guilt 
of his Countrymen, as well as his own +. Remem- 
ber King Fofah. Though a holy Man and a juſt; He 
rent” his Clothes, and trembled at GOD's Wn 


>, +,* Reclus: I. 26. 1 Bar vi. '$- 
I denouncing 
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denouncing Vengeance againſt an irreligious Peo- 
ple “*. 

Confider alſo, whether You ** not been an Ac- 
ceſſary, even where You was not the Principal. 
Though you have not joined with the more profli- 
gate Sinners, have You not connived at their Impie- 


ty? Do their Affronts offered to the King of Heaven, 


rouſe You into a becoming Zeal, to vindicate his 
injured Honour ? Or, becauſe Iniquity has abounded, 
is not your Love, and the Love of many, waxed cold + ? 
Have not V, alas! have not V been Cowards and 
Traitors, while Others have been profeſſed Enemies 
and Rebels ? 

Beſides ; have not You, have not I, have not All 
contributed, in many, many Inſtances, to ſwell the 
Score of national Provccations ? Is not every Sin a 
Diſobedience of GOD's moſt holy Command? Is 
nat every Sin a Defiance of his uncontroulable Au- 
thority ! Is not every Sin an Imitation of the Devil ? 


Does it not create a-Kind of Hell in the Heart? 


Muſt it riot, therefore, be inconceivably odious to the 
Holy, Holy, Holy LORD GOD of Sabaoth ?—lIf 
ſo, how guilty are the very beſt among us! How has 
every One added to the Load, that dreadful Load, 
which is likely to ſink the Nation in Ruin! Should 


not every One, therefore, ſmite upon his Breaſt ; and 


ſay with the Penitent, Nhat have 1 done! And cry 
with the Publican, GOD be merciful to me a Sinner / 
Will you- ſtill flatter Yourſelf? “All theſe Judg- 


« ments may be delayed. They may not come in 


my Time.” —I anſwer; If there be any Truth in 


2 Kings xxii. 11, 13. I Mate iv. 12. 
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44 e Tim? of Danger. 
GOD's Wort; if aby Conjecture is to be made 
from the Appearance of Things; theſe Judgments 
are near. They are at the Door. They are like the 
Ax in the Exeeutioners Hand, which has been 
poiſedy has received its laſt Elevation, and is now 
falling on the Criminabs Neck. Vet, if thefe ſhould 
be with - Held for a Seaſon, will not Sickneſs come 
upon You? Are not many Difaſters lying in Am- 
buſty to- ſeize You? Is not Death ffrarpening his 


Arrow; perhaps; fitting it to the String; ot even 


aiming at your Life? Is not the Day, the dreadful 
Day approaching, when the Shout of the Arch- 
angel and the Trump of GOD will be heard; when 
the. Diend” (Mall ariſe; and Heaven and Earth flee 


away? Wilt not the LORD, the LORD GOD 


omnipotent quickly come, with thoufarids of his Saints; 
1d exroute Fudg ment upon all, and to convinte all that are 
znzbdly: bf all their ungodly Deeds, which they Have un- 
goiltily committed; and of all - their hard Speeches, 
hach ungolly Sinners have polen again Him . 
Take then, my dear Hearers, take the Advice of 
the Greateft of Preachers, and the wiſeſt of Men; 
The prudent fureſaerh the Boil,” and hidetÞ himſelf t. — 
Behold! the Rains ate deſceriditig; and the Flood 
i coming; haſten like Noah, haſten to your Ark. 
Seel The Skies ate kindling all around, and the 
Shafts of Vengeance are ready to fly. Make Haſte, 
On ! make Haſte,” and delay not the Time, to get 
into à Hiding Place.—Let me found in your Ears 
the" Angel's Admonition; and may the LORD of 


Angels, - may the Friend of Sinmers, convey it to 
"jaw 4þ * + Prov. 3xil. 3. 


Pour 
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your Hearts ! Eſcape for your Lives, left Te be con- 


fumed. Leſt the Judgments of GOD, and the 


Wrath of GOD, more to be feared than a 
Deluge of Waters, more to be feared than. a Tor- 
rent of Flames, ſurround you ſuddenly—ſeize you- 
unavoidably—and overwhelm Y.ou in Ruin, tem- 
poral and eternal. 

O! that I might prevail! O that GOD would 
make you ſenſible of your Peril! O chat Man, 
Woman, and Child would aſk; “ How ſhall I be 
« ſafe in the Day of Viſitation ? Shew me the Ark! 
«© Shew me the Refuge !”—I ſhould then, with great 
Satisfaction, proceed to anſwer this Enquiry ; and 
point out CHRIST to your Souls, as the only Hiding- 
Place, as the ſure Hiding-Place, where you may 
certainly find Safety, But this muſt be the Bu 
the pleafing Buſineſs of my next Diſcourſe. ; 

Let me beſeech You, in the mean Time, to lay- 
theſe alarming Truths to Heart, Let them impreſs 
your Conſciences ! Let them penetrate your Souls ! 
And O thou gracious, thou Almighty. LORD GOD, 


do Thou command them to fink deep into all our 


Minds. That we may, with Ezra thy Prieſt, ſit 
down aſhamed and aſtoniſhed , under a Senſe of our 
manifold Iniquities.— That we may, with thy Ser- 
vant Fob, Abhor Ourſelves, and repent in Duff and 
Aſhes f. — That we may, in the Words, and with the 
Compunction of thy Prophet, cry out; Mie is me: 
for I am undone : Becauſe I am @ Man of unclean Lips; 
end I dwell in the midſi of a People of unclean. Lips 3. 


+ Job xl. 6. Ia. vi. 5. 


® Ezra ix. 3. 
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Hes. xi. 28. 


Through Faith He kept the Paſſover, and the 
Sprinkling of Blood, leſs He that deſtroyed 
the Firſt- born, ſhould touch them. 


E have been conſidering the Danger of 
> our Nation, occaſioned—by the Sin of 
its Inhabitants—by the Judgment of 
GOD, denounced againſt ſuch Sin- 
___ners—by the certain Execution of his 
righteous Threatenings, unleſs We fly to the ap» 
pointed Refuge. When ſuch is the State of a Na- 
tion, it is. high Time for the Watchmen on her 
Walls, to lift up their Voice. Not indeed to ſpread 
vain Terrours, but to give Notice of the approaching 
Evil. To warn the Unwary; to call in the Strag- 
glers; and urge every One to retire into a Place of 
Safety, | 

Having, in the preceding. Diſcourſe, attempted to 
diſcharge this Office; I ſhall now, Brethren, as tn 
the Preſence of the all- ſeeing GOD, aſk—H m—_ 


— i 
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the Sins of our People —If ſo, We ſhall highly 


that ſanctifies the Gift. The Eve Cral ſeems to be- 


© 
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been attentive to theſe Things? Are We alarmed 


with a Senſe of our Guilt and our Peril? Have We, 
with the Prophet Iſaiab, lamented our own, and 


prize, We ſhall ardently deſire, the ſame Conſbla- 
tion, and the ſame Relief, which the GOD of in- 
finitely . free Goodneſs vouchſafed to his Servant. 
Then feu one of the Seraphims unto me, having a live 
Coal in his Hand, which He had taken from of the Al- 
tar, and He laid it upon my Mouth, An Action, 
which repteſents the very Thing, ſignified in the 
Text, by the Sprinkling of Blood &, 

The Altar typified CHRIST; who is both the 
$acrifice that makes the Atonement; and the Altar, 


token the Word of Grace, and the Word of Life ; 
which brings the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, and 
teſtifies of the bleeding FESUS. — Laying. this upon the 
Meurh, very fignificantly denotes the Application of 


_ CHRIST and his great Atonement. When this is 


done, under the Influence of the SPIRIT and by 
Means of Faith, then Þnignity is taken away, and Sin. 
purged; taken away from the Sight of GOD, and 
purged from the Sinner's Conſcience, Guilt is 
aboliſhed ; Fear ceafes—But this leads Us to our 
ſecond Particular. 


U. The Method of Security from Danger, effected 
by keeping the Paſſover, and ſprintling the Bluod. 


Moſes was appriſed of a dreadful: Vengeance, to 
be inflicted on Egypt. The moſt dreadful, that. ever 


© Ia; vi. 7. 


Was 
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was known, ſince the Beginning of their Nation. 
So dreadful; that it would make every. Ear tingle, 
and every Heart bleed. The deſtroying Angel was 
to paſd _through all the Territories of Pharaob, and 
ſmite every Firſt- born both of Man and Beaſt. So 
that, before the Morning, there ſhould be Heaps of 
Slain in the Cities, the Villages, the Fields. Not a 
Houfe exempt; not a Family ſpared; not a n. 
not a Flock, free from the fatal Calamity. 

AMaſes feared the Blow. He feared, as the Fert 
intimates, the leaſt Touch of the divine Executioner's 
Sword, Knowing, that it would cruſty Him and his 
People, as a Moth is cruſhed by the falling Mill- 
ſtone. He is therefore greatly follicitous to provide 
for their Welfare. But what Expedient ſhall He 
ufe ?-Shall he give them Orders, to cloſe their 
Windows, and bar their Doors; to ereft Fortifica- 
tions, and ſtand upon their Defence? Alas! before 
an inviſible Hand, armed with the Vengeance of 
Heaven, all ſach Precautions would have been as a 
Spark before the Whirlwind.—Shall He affemble 
the Warriors, or detach Parties of Soldiers, to patrole 
the Streets, and guard the Houſes? Vanity of Vani- 
ties] The Sword of the avenging Angel, would 
pierce pri. Legions and Legions of ſuch Guards, 
as Lightning penetrates the yielding | Air.» 
Shall the whole Congregation bend their Knees, 
with folemn Confeffion of their Sins, and ſi ncere 
Reſolutions of future Amendment? This was 
highly neceſſary to be done, but extremely improper 


to be relied on. It would have been relying on a 


broken Reed, and deſpifing the Ordinance of the 
HOLY ONE, The 


. 
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The LORD himſelf appoints a Method of Pre- 
ſervation. Moſes is directed to ſlay a Lamb. Each 
Family in [/razl is to do the ſame. Having received 
the Blood into a Baſon, they are to ſprinkle it, not 
on the Threſhold, but on the Lintel and Side-Poſts 
of their Doors. This ſhall be a Sign to the deſtroy - 
ing Angel, Looking upon this Sign, He will paſs 
over the Houſe ; will ſtrike no Blow, and execute 
no Vengeance, where-ever He ſees the Blood ſprink- 
led.—All this, in Purſuance of the divine Direction, 
being performed ; with Faith and Tranquillity, they 
wait the Event. 
Tou will ſay, perhaps; What is all this to Us? 
I anſwer ; It is a Pattern for our Imitation. —Are 
We then to do the very ſame Thing? We are to 
do, what their Praftice typified. The Shadow was 
theirs, the Subſtance is ours. The Blood: of the 
Lamb typified the Blood of CHRIST; who is the 
LAMB of GOD, ſlain for the Sins of the World. 
By the Blood of CHRIST is frequently ſignified, 
in Scripture, the whole Merit of his Life and 

1691 Death, 
| ® Being juſtified by bis Bleed. Rom. v. 9. That is ; 
being ned, being made righteous, and Heirs of 
all . wage Bleſlings.—Thos haſt redeemed Us to GOD 
thy Rev. v. 9. That is; Thou haſt delivered Us 
from all Sin and all Wrath; Thou haſt reconciled Us 
to the Almighty MAJESTY, and introduced us into his 
bliſsful Prefence.—Theſe Bleflings, aſcribed to our 
LORD's Blood, are confeſſedly the Fruit, not barely of 
kis Sufferings, but of his whole Humiliation, Obedience, 
and Death. Therefore in a very valuable Dictionary of 
the mo valuable Words and Phraſes, We have this 
= — "= 1 7 E-xplic t J 
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Death, of his Actions and Sufferings, of his Trials 
and Graces. Which ſatisfied GOD's Juſtice, and 
magnified GOD's Law. Which made Propitiation 
for Iniquity, and brought in an everlaſting Righte- 
oufneſs.—Well does the Apoſtle call it precious Blood. 
Unſpeakably precious are its Effects. It appeaſes 
the Wrath of GOD, revealed from Heaven; and 
makes Peace between the offended CREATOR, and 
the offending Creature. Sprinkled on the Conſcience, 
it takes away all Guilt, and ſecures from all Ven- 
geance.— This, therefore, my Brethren, this Blood 
is our Security. This is to our Souls, what the 
Blood of the Paſchal Lamb was to the Z/raelitih Fa- 
milies. The Name of the LORD, the Grace and 
Goodneſs of GOD, manifeſted in the Death and 
Obedience of CHRIST, is a firong Tower ; not only 
the righteous Perſon, but the diſtreſſed Creature, 
and the endangered Sinner, runneth unte it and is 
e — 
* this is a Point of the utmoſt Importance; it 
cannot be too clearly diſplayed, or too ſtrongly eſta- 
bliſhed. For this Purpoſe, the Scripture gives Us ſe- 
veral moſt amiable and inſtructiye Views of CHRIST, 
25 our Refuge and Safety, —He is called a Hiaing- 
Place+. To a Hiding-Place People retreat, and are 
ſecure from their Enemies; even from thoſe cruel 
Enemies, that ſeek their Deſtruction. | Thus the 


1 11 


Explication of the Blood of the LAMB ; The 5 


« of CHRIST's Death, together with his perfect Ri 
7 ouſneſs and Holineſs imputed.” 4 See Wins W. 
ict. 


* Prov. xvñi. 10. + Ha. xxxii, 2. 


E 3 Prophets, 
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Prophets, whom Obadieh hid by fifty in a Cave, were 
ſecure from Abab's Tyranny, and: Jezebel's Perſecu- 
tion. So, the Soul that flies to CHRIST; that takes 
Sanctuary under the Blood of Sprinkling ; is ſecure 
from the moſt formidable of all Enemies, Is ſecure 
from all the Wrath due to Sin; and from every Ac- 
cuſation, which Satan can bring. To ſuch a Per- 
ſon ſhall be fulfilled, what is ſpoken by the Prophet 
Jeremiah; When the Iniquity of Iſrael ſhall be fought 
for, there ſhall be none; and the Sins of Judah, they 
Ju not be found. 

CHRIST is ſtyled 4 Covert from the Tempeſt. A 
Aan, fays Iſaiab, that ig, the GOD-Man CHRIST 
FESUS,. Hull be as an Hiding-Place from the Wind, 
an Covert from the Tempeſt +, When the Thun- 
ders roar, and the Lightnings flaſh; when the Clouds 
pour down Water, and a horrid Storm comes. on; 
all, that are in the open Air, retire under the Branches 
of a thick Tree, or fly to ſome other commodious 
Shelter. What Storm can be ſo dreadful, as the 
righteous Vengeance of GON, poured. out upon a 
+ ſinful Nation? What Storm can be fo dreadful, as 
the etetnal Vengeance of GOD, poured out upon 
> finfuF Soul? To beth. theſe We are expoſed ;. to 
both: theſe We are juſtly liable, But CHRIST's 
Blood and Righteouſneſs are a Covert. Hither We 
may fy, and be ſcreened; hither we may fly, and 
be ſaſe. Safe as was Noah, when he entered tbe 
Ark; and GOD s own Hand cloſed the Door, and 
GOD's own Eye guided its Motions. For there is 


11 20. .. 
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wma Condemnation, of any Kind or from any Quar- 
ter, to them that are in CHRIST JESUS “. 

CHRIST is compared to à Strong- Hol. Turn 
Ye to the Strong- Hold, ſays the Prophet Zethariah f. 
When Soldiers fly from a victotious Army, being ad- 
mitted into an impregnable Caſtie, they are beyond 
the Reach of Danger. They give their Fears to the 
Wind, and repoſe Themſelves in Tranquillity. 
When Sinners fly by Faith to the dying FESUS, they 
alſo, from theneeforth, are in a Tawdr ef Salvation f. 
They may fay, each One for Himſelf; « Soul, take 


* « thine Faſe. All thy Guilt is laid upon thy LORD, 


e and puniſhed in thy Surety. The flaming Sword 
&© of Juſtice is returned to the Sheath, having re- 
<« ceived full Satisfaction from the Suſferings of 
« CHRIST, The Curſe of # violated Eaw is no 
© more, having been executed, to the utmoſt upon 


the Perſon of my REDEEMER, Nay, its Curſe 


“e is turned into à Bleffing. For, CHRIST has re- 
ce deemed us from the Curfe of the Law, that the Bleſing- 

« of Abtabam might am, upon Us Gentiles h. Even 
the Bleſſing of perfet Reconciliation, and ever- 
« laſting Friendſhip, with GOD moſt hig n 

This leads me to mention another beautiful Com- 
pariſon, which repreſents CHRIST, not only as the 
Cauſe of Saſety, but as the Source of Conſolation. 
He ſhall be 4. Rivers of Water in a dry Plate, and 
a th# Shadvur of @ great Roch in a weary Land 8 
In # dry Place, burnt up for Want of Moiſtare, 
nothing is ſo defirable, _ ſo en as Wa- 


* 


* Rom. viii 1. + Zech. ix. 12. 1 2. Sam. xii. 51. 
Gal. iii, 13, 14, LI. xxx. 2 57 
wt ter. 
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ter. To the poor ſinful Soul, of whoſe Condition 
the parched Ground 'is a fit Reſemblance, CHRIST 
mall be, not barely as the morning Dew, not barely 
as the tranſtent Shower, but as a River; yea, as Ri- 
vers of Mater, that flow in copious and never-failing 
Streams through the thirſty Soil. Making even the 
ſandy Deſart, green with Herbage, and gay with 
Flowers.—In a ſultry Clime, where the Sun pours 
inſufferable Heat, and all Things languiſh under 
the glaring Rays, nothing is ſo chearing to the La- 
bourer, nothing ſo welcome to the Traveller, as a 
cool and gloomy Shade, A poor Soul, aſſaulted by 
che fiery Darts of Satan, and diſtreſſed with the Re- 
membrance of former Iniquities, is this ſultry Clime 
or weary Land. But CHRIST and his Atonement 
are, not barely as the Boughs of an Oak, which ex- 
tend their Coolneſs to a ſmall Diſtance ; not barely 
as the Canopy of an Alcove, through which much 
of the glowing Influence penetrates ; but like the 
Shadow of a Rock, a great Rock, Which projects 
the friendly Shade, over many a League; which 
has repelled and excluded the Sun, through all 
preceding Ages; and gives you, as it were, „the 
Cold of Snow amidſt the Heat of Harveſt *.” 
Here then, Brethren, is our Security amidſt all 
Peril. The Blood, the Righteouſneſs, the infinitely 
glorious. Perſon of CHRIST. Theſe are our 
Hiding-Place—theſe are our Covert—theſe are our 
Strong-Hold. And, (bleſſed be GOD !) the Doors 
ſtand wide open. They are never ſhut, Night nor 
Day. The Acceſs is free for any; free for all; free 


® Prov. Xxv. 13. 


* 


a” 
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for the greateſt Sinners. We are not only allowed, 
but We are invited; nay, We are commanded, 
to approach; to enter; to enjoy the Protection. 
Or, as the Words of the Text expreſs' it, to 
ſprinkle the Blood on our Souls. | 

Sprinkle the Blood on our Souls! You will pro- 
bably ſay, What does this fignify ? What was 
« done by Moſes, when he ſprinkled the viſible 
“% Blood, We eafily apprehend, But how can 
„ We ſprinkle the Blood of CHRIST, which We 
<6 never ſaw? The Blood of CHRIST, whom the 
% Heavens have received?“ - This is one of thoſe 
Myſteries, which the natural Man underſtandeth 
not. He can form no Notion of it. It is Fooliſh- 
neſs to his Apprehenſion. Therefore may the 
eternal SPIRIT, both teach Us to underſtand the 
Doctrine, and enable Us to practiſe the Duty! 

To ſprinkle the Blood of CHRIST, is, truly to 


believe in CHRIST; in his infinite Atonement, and 


everlaſting Righteouſneſs. It is, to receive theſe 
Bleſſings, as GzOD's free Gift to Men; to Sin- 
ners; to Ourſelves in particular. And, having re- 
ceived, to make continual Uſe of them, in every 
Time of Trial, for every Occaſion of Need. 
Perhaps, this Doctrine may become clearer, if we 
illuſtrate it by an Example. A remarkable Exam- 
ple we have, in the Practice of David. Aſter the 
Commiſſion of his grievous Crimes, He did, in a 
very eminent Manner ſprinkle the Blood. For He 
ſaid unto the LORD, Thou ſhalt purge me with 
Hyſſop, (the Inſtrument. of ſprinkling the typical 


' Blood) and 1 ſhall be clean. Thou ſhalt waſh me, in 


the Fountain opened for Sin and Uncleanneſs, and 
> | 1 ſhall 
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J all be whiter than Snow *, This Fountain He 
logked upon, as opened for his Sins; and fully ſuf- 
ficient to cleanſe Him from all his Filthineſs. So 
that he ſhould be as free from Spot, before the righ- 
teous Judge, as. the Snow on Salmon was free from 
Stain.—Had He ſaid within Himſelf; “My Crimes 
<« are too great, for this Blood to expiate. Or, 
.< this Blood cannot be ſhed, for ſo vile an Offender 
« as l am.” He would then have put the Atone- 
ment far from Him, together with all its expiating 
Virtue. This would have been, not to apply, but 
to throw away the Blood: Not to ſprinkle it upon 
the Soul, but to pour it upon the Ground. 

Come then, Brethren ; come, Fellow-ſinners; 
let Us alſo, in this Day of Fear and Danger, look 
unto CHRIST as dying that we may live; as made 
Sin, that we may be made the Righteouſneſs of GOD 
in Him; as made a Curſe, that we may inherit eter- 
nal Bleſſedneſs.—Let Us lock unto FESUS, as tak- 
ing our Nature, and ſtanding in our Stead. Be- 
hold Him, apprehended as a Thief; ignominiouſly 
bound ; and marked with the Laſhes of the Scourge. 
. Behold Him, crowned with Thorns ; his Hair clot- 
ted, his Face diſcoloured, his Breaſt and Shoulders 
all bedewed, with his own moſt innocent Blood. 
Behold him, nailed. to the Croſs; hanging, in the 
moſt racking Poſture, till all his Bones are out of 
joint; hanging amidſt Malefactors, forſaken of 
GOD, of Angels, and Men. Behold Him, bow- 
ing his Head in Death, and tabbed to the Heart with 
the Executioner's Spear.—Thus behold Him, and 

ſay; „ Verily, this Sufferer was the SON of GOD, 
| | Pfal. Ii. 7. 3 
« and 
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cc and LORD of Glory. Verily, theſe Sufferings 
de were the Puniſhment due to y Sins. In all this 
« extreme Anguiſh, He bore my Griefs, and car- 
« ried my Sorrows. He was opprefſed, and He 
« was afflicted; becauſe I had done amiſs and dealt 
« wickedly, He was cut off out of the Land of the 
“Living, that He might make his Soul an Offering 
& for 2 Sins, and obtain eternal Redemption for 
cc me. 

Thus behold the bleſſed JESUS. Thus, Sinners, 
behold the LORD your Righteouſneſs. 'With this 
Look of Application; with this appropriating Faith. 
Be verily perſuaded, that You ſhall find Mercy be- 
fore a holy GOD; not becauſe You have any 
Worthineſs, but becauſe CHRIST has incompara- 
ble Merit : That. you ſhall never come into Con- 
demnation, not becauſe you. have faſted and prayed, 
but becauſe CHRIST is your great Propitiation. Be 
perſuaded, that GOD has given his SON for you; 
that GOD gives his SON to you ; and together with 
Him eternal Life.—Be perſuaded of all this, upon 
the beſt of Foundations, the infallible Word of GOD. 


Who has declared, that CHRIST died for the Un- 


godly *, and by his Obedience Sinners are made righ- 
teous +; that CHRIST was wounded on the Croſs, 
and intercedes in Heaven for Tranſgreſſors , that 
He received ſpiritual Gifts, and divine Bleſſings, e- 
ven for the Rebellious$.—The LORD GOD om- 


nipotent, the Author and Finiſher of Faith, enable 


you thus to believe! On the Ground of his own 


Rom. 7 6. 


| tf Iſa. li. 12 
$ Pal. Ixviii 18. | 


+ Rom. v. 19, 


moſt 
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moſt ſure Word, thus to believe! Then you keep 
the Chriſtian Paſſover. Then you ſprinkle the Blood 
of CHRIST. Then you may. boldly ſay, under 
his Shadow we ball be ſafe. Which reminds Us of 
the third Particular, namely, 


TH. The Succeſs of this Method, denoted by the 
Deſtroyer not ſo much as touching them, Le He 
that defiroyed the Fir/t-born, ſhould touch them.—W hat 
a beautiful Antitheſis ! The Egyptian Firſt- born were 
wounded ; were mortally wounded ; were abſolute- 
ly deſtroyed. The Jſrae/ites were not hurt; nor en- 
dangered ; no, nor ſo much as touched. So ſure and 
complete a Defence was this Blood of Sprinkling !— 
Nothing elſe could have yielded any Protection; this 
afforded perfect Security, When this was ſprin- 
kled on their Door-Poſts, they had no need to be 
afraid for the Terrour by Night, nor for the Arrow 
that flieth. by Day; for the Peſtilence that walketh in 
Darkneſs, nor for the Dęſtructien that waſteth at Noon 
Day“. 

And is not the Hiding-Place, the Covert, the 
Strong - Hold, provided for Us in the Blood and Righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRIST, an equal Security? Do they not 
yield abſolute, perfect, conſummate Saſety? No- 
thing elſe could adminiſter the leaſt Hope to the 
chiefeſt Apoſtle; this opens an inviolable Sanc- 


tuary even for the greateſt of Sinners. None ever 
periſhed, who laid their Help upon CHRIST. He 


ſaves —He ſaves to the ut:ermo/i—He ſaves, not a 
few only, but A —All that come unto GOD through 
Him +. Is our Danger great? Our Security is greater. 


* Pſal. xci. 5, 6. + Heb. vii. 25. 
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In ſhort 3- our Refuge and Security are the greateſt, 
that can be wiſhed, that can be imagined, that GOD 
himſelf could provide;—Chearing, charming, ra- 


viſhing Truth! Suffer Me to enlarge upon it, Bte- 


thren. Let your Attention hang on the glad Ti- 
dings. May your FLA —_— n, 
Doctrine * 

Were You purſued dy « an enge Kaaniy 3 You 
would think yourſelves ſufficiently ſafe, if Vou could 
ſteal away, and hide Vourſelves in one of the deep- 
eſt Caves of America; with a vaſt Tract öf un- 
known Land, and all the Waters of the vaſter 
Ocean, between your Perſons and the Purſuer. 
Much ſafer will you Souls be, under the hiding, 
cleanſing, atoning Efficacy, of this Hood of Sprin- 
kling. By which Unrighteouſneſſes are forgiven ; . 
Sins are covered; and Iniquities gone away, as 
n they had never ben. 

Were You overtaken by a violent Storm of Hall 
or of Rain ? If You ſought Shelter under a Covert, 
that was firmer than Boards of Cedar; harder than 
Slabs of Marble; thicker than the Roofs of all the 
Houſes in Europe; You would reckon Vourſelves ſe- 
cure, from Torrents of Rain, or from Vollies of Hail. 
Much more ſecure will You be from everlaſting 
Wrath; ſecure, even when the LORD fhall 'ram - 
Snares, Fire and Brimſlne, Storm and Tempeſt *; 
provided, You: ate found under the Covert: of 
CHRIST's magnificent and meritotious Righteoul- 


| neſs.” By Virtue of which, all that belieus, are juſtified 
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dhould "You be purſued by a conquering Foe, 


determined to cut you in Pieces? If You turned into 
a Caſtle, whoſe Walls were ſtronger than 'Brafs, 
ſtronger than Adamant, ſtronger than all the Rock: 


in the World; You might laugh at the Attempts of 
your Enemy. "You are ſree from the Power of the 
Sword. 80 ſree ate You; and abundantly more 


free ſtom Danger, when You fly to the Strong: 
Hold of ;:CHARIST's Death and Atonement. | The 


Souls tat abide in GHRIST, they /hall diuell on high 
beyond the Rage of the old Serpent, and the great 
Dragon. Their, Plate Defance ſhall be the Munition 
of Nocte; againſt Which all the Aſſaults of Eacth 
and Hall, ſhall neuer be able to prevail. They ma 


ſay, with the wriumphant Apoſtle; How much angn 
all We, who receive Abundance of Grace, and of dt 
Eine Rightequſneſs, be delivered from Ruio, 
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reigu in Liſe iy CHRIST JESUS t? 

And will You not ptize ſuch a Strong- Hold 
Shall not ſuch a Coyert be dear to your guilt 
Souls? Will Vou not ſet an exceeding gie 


Value upon ſuch an ,Hiding+Place ?. Eſpecially, whe 
the Storm is gathering and, threatening all,around 
"When Days of Deſolation and Perplexity are comin 


upon the World. Ang Judgments, inflicted by Me 


may tranſmit Us to the everlaſting Judgment of GOD 


 —How did 1{razl bleſs and adore their moſt merci 
JEBOV AH, .for granting them ſuch an effectu 


A xiii, 39. + Laa. XXXiii. 16. 1 Rom. v. 
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The Means of Safety. 0 
Lamb! And ſhall We not bleſs and adore the ſame 
moſt gracious JEHOV AH, for granting Us a Means 
of Preſervation, altogether as effectual, and i Mmrowpa- 
rably more wonderful? 
If You ſhould fay ; % How does it appear, that 
« the Blood of CHRIST is ſuch a Security ? So 
« great; ſo wonderful; ſo matchleſs l Becauſe, it 
is the Blood of HIM, who is JEHOVAH's Fellow *; 
of HIM, who is GOD over all, bleſſed for ever +; 
of HIM, in whom dwells all the Fulneſs of the GOD- 
HEAD badily . Permit me, Brethren, to clear up 
and eſtabliſn this Doctrine. As it is a Doctrine of 
the laſt Importance. On which the very Strength 
of our Salvation is built? and from which the F ul- 
neſs of our Conſolation flows. 

There are in CHRIST, in his one undivided Per- 
fon, two, diſtinct Natures. One Nature is eternal, 
infinite, almighty. Which is, called by the Apoſtle, 
The Form of Gad ||. The other Nature had a Begin 
ning; is limited as to Extent, and limited as to 
Power. This is termed by the Apoſtle, The Sead ef 
Abraham $.—As GOD, He is ſubject to no Au- 
thority, and. infinitely ſuperior to all Poſſibility of 
Suffering. To become capable of obeying, ſuffer- 
and dying; ; He numbled Himſelf, and was found 
in in Faſhion as a Man. That by obeying, ſuffering, 
and dying, in human Fleſh ; He might triumph over 
Sin and Satan, in that very Nature, which Satan Had 
overcome, and Sin had ruined.” That, by accomplifh- 
ing all this in the Room and Stead of his People, 
He might bring many Sons unto Glory 3 3 not with- 

Zech. xii. 7. t Rom. ix. 5. 1 Col. ii, 9. 
| Phil, Ii. 6. $ Heb. ii. 16. t > pak 
1 0 1 D 2 7 - out 
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out a full Satisfaction, to the Rights of injured I bour, 
Juſtice, and to the Demands of a violated Law. Be 
JESU CHRIST then, in his divine Nature, is the ¶ Bloo 
moſt high. GOD. The Heaven of Heavens is the your 
Auguſi Palace, and Royal Reſidence, of this blef- cacy, 
ed and only Potentate. Thouſand Thouſands mini- the ! 
ſter unto Him, and ten thouſand Times ten thouſand nal, i 
ſtand before Him. The Church militant rely on and | 
Him; the Church triumphant adore Him; while al porttc 
the Hoſts of Angels pay Homage to him, —FESUSP crabl 
CHRIST, in his divine Nature, is the majeſtic Rich. 
and moſt adorable I AM. Self- exiſtent and in-] 
dependent. All Worlds and all Beings, are derived 
wholly from Him, and depend continually upon Him, 
He made the Worlds, and upholdeth all Things . 
View the Beauty, the Magnificence, the Harmony, 
' obſervable in Heaven, on Earth, through the Un. 
verſe. All is intended, like the Miracle wrought 2 
Cana of Galilee, to manifefl his Glory +. To tel 
every One, Who has Eyes to ſee, and a Heart 9 
underſtand, how great our , SAVIOUR is; hoy 
ſublime his Majeſty ; and how: marvelous his Per 
fection. All Things, ſays the SPIRIT of Infpir- 
tion, were, created by Him, and for Him t.— Judy: 
F chen, whether the Obedience and Atonement of /u 
; 4 REDEEMER, are not ſufficient to ſecure, per 
fectly to ſecure any Sinner; every Sinner; all Sin 
ners tnat ny by Faith under his Wings. As pe 
ſectiy ſufficient they are, for this bleſſed Purpoſe ; 
the Reb): Circuit of the Skies, is room 
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53 
Brightneſs of the Sun, is lightſome enough for a La- 
bourer to work by. | 
Behold, now, the Dignity and Excellency of this 
Blood, which is your Covert, your Hiding-Place, 


your Strong-Hold. It has all the Power and Effi- 
cacy, that every divine Perfection can give it. It is 
the Blood and Righteouſneſs of HIM, who is eter- 
nal, incomprehenſible, and exalted above all Bleſſing 
and Praiſe. Surely then nothing can bear any Pro- 
portion to it. Guilt, all Guilt, though ever ſo exe- 
crable and horrid, compared with the Grandeur and 


Riches of this invaluable Blood “, is as a Glow- 


| | worm. 
* St. Chryoftom's Explanation of a Verſe lately quoted, 
is ſo important in itſelf, and ſo appoſite to our Purpoſe ; 
exhibits ſuch a magnificent and delightful Diſplay of he 
Salvation which js in CHRIST JESUS ; chat I promiſe my 
ſelf, the Reader will allow me to preſent Him with a 
Tranſlation, How much more Hall they, who roerue” 
Abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of Righteouſneſs, reign 
in Life by One CHRIST - JESUS ! Our any ara Xacw, 
Kc. „ The Apoſtle ſays not, Grace, but Abundance of 
% Grace. For, We receive, not barely what may ſuffice 
*to obtain our Pardon, but incomparably more. We 
are delivered from all Puniſhment, and from every 
Evil. We are juſtified ; We are ſanctiſied; made the 
Children of GOD, and the Brethren of his only begot 
* ten SON. . We are conſtituted © Heirs, joint Heirs 
«with the PRINCE of Heaven. Vea, We become the 
„Members of his Body ; moſt intimately and indiſſolubly 
united to that divine Head. eon 
« All theſe Privileges, St. Paul ſtyles The Abundance 
« of Grace. Intimating, that the Antidote is not only 
* — to counter -· act and expel the Poiſon; but is 
'« ſovereign alſo to eſtabliſh Health, to create Beauty, 
* to impart Honour, and, from the moſt malignant of 
'© all Evils, to produce the moſt diſtinguiſhed Bleflings.' 
Any one of which, ſeparately confidered, would have 
; D: 3 wy . 5 been 


54 The Means of Safety. 

worn before the Sun. All Manrer of Sins and 
Blaſphemies are blotted out by ſuch an Expiation, 
as the Shades of Night are aboliſhed by the Light 
of Day. Every Sinner waſhed in this Blood, muſt 


«© been ſufficient to overcome and diſarm Death, But 
% under their combined Influence, it is abſolutely de- 
* ſtroyed ; it vaniſhes entirely away; and leaves not ſo 
« much as a Trace of Miſchief, or a Shadow of Terrour. 
Let Us ſuppoſe ſome poor Debtor, owing a con- 
« fiderable Sum; and, for Want of Payment, caſt into 
« Priſon. A generous Friend, pitying his Condition, 
« diſcharges the whole Debt, and releaſes Him from 
* Conhnement. And not this only, but beſtows upon 
« Him ſplendid Apparel, with thouſands of Silver and 
« Gold ; introduces Him to Court, and recommends 
Him to the royal Favour ;. procures his Advancement 
« to the higheſt Honours, and puts Him in Poſſeſſion of 
«« the:grande@t Preferments. Where now is the Diſgrace 
«« of his Impriſonment, and. where are the Darell s of 
* ane ue a 
Such is the Caſe. with regard Us Sinners, and 
our moſt gracious REDEEMER. He: has paid incon- 
«« ceivably more, than We either did or could poſſibly 
* -e. ing GOD, the true GOD, the -infinite and. , 
« eternal GOD, his Payment exceeds. our Debt, as 
« much as the. Waters of the great Deep exceed the 
©+ {mall Drop of a Bucket, Doubt not therefore, poor 
Sinner, that flieſt for Refuge to this all-zJorious 8 A- 
„ VIOUR; doubt not, but thy Sins, though more viru- 
© lent than all Plagues, are done away; and Death, 
„though He be the King of Terrours, is aboliſhed. 
„ This aboliſhed, and thoſe done away, before ſuch. an 
«4. Ocean of Grace and Merit; even as a Spark of Fire 
« js extinguiſhed, when plunged into the Abyſſes of the 
« Sea.” Por indeed, compared with a divine Perſon 
and an'i»finite. Righteouſneſs, whatever. Guilt You have 
contraſted, whatever Thing You. can name, is, as our 
devout Orator ſpeaks, prac Tg TINY RATES), 
No more than a In fi iy — the bundle 
Ocean. Vid. Chry ſoſt. in loc. | | 


be 


be whiter than the unſullied Wool, whiter than the 
Virgin/ Snows. Every Sinner, clothed in this 
Righteouſheſs, muſt, be unblameable and unreprove- 
vable, even before the Eye of Omniſcience itſelf. 

For this, therefore, bleſs the LORD, O my 
Soul; and, all that is within me, bleſs his holy Name. 
Bleſs the LORD, O my- Brethren; and let every 
Thing that hath a Being, praiſe his unutterable 
Grace. For beheld { GOD is aur Saluation. GOD 
Himſelf is made Fleſh, and become our Sacrifice, 
our Sin -Offeting, our juſtifying Righteouſneſs, 
Therefore will We truſt, and not be afraid *; truſt in 
this infinitely ſufficient SAVIOUR; and not .be 
afraid of Death or Hell, of any * or any 
Evil — But this leads me to apply the Whole. 
Which I ſhall do by. . * 


Examination, 
Direction, 
Exhortation, 
Conſolation. 


1. By Way of nn — your own- 
ſelves, ſays 5 Apoſtle +. Have You kept the Paſl- 
over?” Have Du ſprinkled the Blood Many, per- 
haps, will be ready to anſwert; We have.“ 
But, beware, my Friends, left ye deceive your own 
Squls. Let me give You a Touchſtone, whereby 
You may try your Spirit, and pronounce aright 
concerning. your State, 

Have You been convinced of your great Sinful- 
meſs Of your finful ature and your ſinful Prac- * 
I. xi. 2. + 2 Gor, xiii, . 

Dy | hb 
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tive; Have You' been made ſenſible; that Hell, the 
deepeſt Hell, is your: deſerved Portion ? Is what you 
deferve for any Trangreſſion — for every Tranſgreſ- 
fion—how much more for the many Thouſands— 
haw much more for the many Millions how much 
more for the humberleſs Multitude of your Provo- 
cations * If you have never been convinced of theſe 
mioſt alarming, ' but certain Truths; if You have 
never been touched with a Senſe of your extreme 
Guilt, and undone State; 1 fear, You are ſettled 
upon your Lees. Vou are in the dead Sleep of Sin. 
You-are not fo much is awakened ; much els have 
You applied CHRIST. 4 

Again; have you been made to * * e | 
bat CHRIST and his precious Blood, nothing but 
CHRIST and his divine\Righteouſneſs, can be your 
Security from Vengeance? Have you been convinced, 
that Thouſands of Rams, and ten Thoufands of Ri- 
vers of Oil, could never expiate the leaft of your Ini- 
quities? That no Tears, no Confeſſions, no Amend- 
ment, nothing but the Sacrifice of the Body of 
CHRIST, can, make your Peace with GOD? If 
you, haye not been taught the abſolute Inſufficiency 
of every Remedy, fave only the meritorious Suffer- 
ings-of JESU CHRIST; You have not ſeen Him, 
neither known Him. Much leſs is his Blood ſprinkled 
upon your Conſcience. 

Ouce mote ; have Vou a f a pee FF 72 
4cem for CHRIST ? Is CHRIST and his great Salva- 
tien the Thing that You long for? Is He to your 
Souls the Pearl of great Price; Do you account all 
Things but Loſs, that You may win CHRIST, and 


be found, in Him? If this 1 is, not the State Io 
ou 
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Soul, I dare not flatter You with vain Hopes. I. 
muſt not buoy You up with ungrounded Imagina- 
tions, You are not, as yet, in your Hiding-Place.. 
Neither have you fled to your Strong-Hold. All the. 
Curſes of the divine Law ſtand charged and pointed. 
full againſt You. You have no Security from being. 
hurt by the firſt Death, nor from being irrecoverably 
ruined by the ſecond Death. If Judgments ſhould, 
come upon a ſinful and backſliding People, You. 
have no Defence. There is no Wall of Fire around. 
You. You muſt therefore expe& to fall among, 
thoſe that fall; and, falling by the Sword, may 
immediately drop inte Hell. 

Can You hear this and be unconcerned ? Can 
Yow hiſten to this Warning, more awful than the: 
Voice of ten thouſand Thunders, and. not ſtart from, 
your Inſenſibility? Are You:not looking around, and: 
ready to cry out; What then ſhall I do, to be 
« ſafe in the Day of Evil?“ -O] that this Enquiry. 
came from the very Bottom of your Hearts. Lſhould: 
then proceed, with great Chearfulneſs, to | 

2. A Word of Direfiom.—Fly. to CHRIST, a- 
Jarmed. Sinners. Come under. the Covert of his 
Blood. Appropriate the bleſſed FESUS ; look upon: 
Him and his Merit as your own. Thus ſprinkle his 
Blood, Sprinkle it upon your Lintel and Door- 
Poſts ; upon all. You are, upon all You. have, and 
all You do. Upon your Confciences, that they: may: 
be purged; upon Your. Souls, that they. may be 
ſanQified ; upon your Works, that they may be ac- 
cepted hag every One for Himſelf ;. “ I am a, 
„e poor, guilty, helpleſs Creature. But in JESUS: 
85 CHRIST, who is full of Grace and Truth, I haue 
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4 Rigbtesuſueſ and Strength *,—T am a poor, pol- 
& Juted, foathſome Creature. But JESU CHRIFST, 
«who is the Image of the Inviſible GOD, and the 
© Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, has loved me, and 
41 waſhed me from my Filthineſs in his own Blood +.— 
41 am by Nature, a perverſe depraved Creature; 
% and, by evil Practice, a loft damnable Sinner. 
« But FESUS CHRIST, who made the Worlds ; 
& FESUS CHRIST, whom Heaven and Earth 
« adore; even FESUS CHRIST himſelf, came 
« from the Manſions of Bliſs, on purpoſe to ſeet 
« me; to ſave me f; to give himſelf for me.— 
And how can I periſh, who have ſuch a Ranſom ? 
* How can I be undone, who have fuch a Repairer 
* of my Breaches? How can I come into Con- 
% demnation,. who have the Blood, not of ten thou- 
fand Sacrifices; the Merit, not of ten thouſand 
Angels; but the Blood and Merit of JEHOVAH 
« Himſelf for my Propitiation ?” 

Should you fay ; „ Have I a Warrant for ſuch a 
« Truſt ?“ —You have the beft of Warrants, our 
LORD's expreſs Permiſſion ; Whoſoever will, let Him 
take the Water of Life freely F. It is not ſaid, this 
or that Perſon only, but tu ever; including You 
and me; excluding no individual Manor Woman.— 
18 is not ſaid, er! is worthy, but whoſoever 
is willing, Wilt Thou be made whole? Was our 
. LORD's Queſtion to the impotent Man, at the 
Pool of Betheſda. Wilt Thou inhe:it Grace and 
Glory ? Ts his moſt benevolent Addreſs, to ſinful 
Men, in all Ages.—Let Him take the Water of Life ; 
3 xlv. 24. f Rev. i. 5. 2 Matt. xviii. 11. 
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let Him receive ME and my Righteouſneſs; let Him 
look upon all that I have done and ſuffered, as done 
and ſuffered for his Redemption. This will adminiſter 
Peace of Conſcience, and Joy in the HOLVY GHOST. 
This will produee Love of GOD, and Alacrity of 
Obedience. In which Things the true Life of the 
Soul conſiſts.— All theſe Bleſſings are to be received 
freely; without Money and without Price. That is 
without any good Works, any good Qualities, or 
any preparatory. Conditions whatever, To be re- 
ceived, as the infinitely rich Gift of divine Grace ; 
vouchſafedevento the.Loſt—the Guilty - the Undone. 

Von have our .LORD's moſt. generous Inuita - 
tian: Come unto AE. And whom does he call? The: 
Righteous? No. The Excellent? Quite the re- 
verſe. Ne calls Sinners; miſerable Sinners; even 
the moſt miſerable of Sinners. Thoſe who are weary 
and heauy laden; overwhelmed with, Iniquities; bowed; 
down to the very Brink, of Hell; and ready to think, 
There is, no Hope ſor. them. Vet them He 
encourages 3 them He invites; to them He de- 
clares, I will: gius o R Reſt, in the En 
jayment of Reace with G0 D,; and Peace in your 
wad re and admire the Riches 

of your»REDEEMER's Grace, He. ſays. not, Ve. 
are vile Mretehes; pol luted by: Sin, and enſlaved to- 
the Devil therefore keep at a Diſtanoe; but there- 
fore: cam. Come; and be cleanſed; by my; Blood... 
Come; and e made free, by my SPIRIT.—He ay: 
not, furnifly yourſelves. with this, or that, or the o- 

tar econmending desde, ba, come... 


A Mint: a 28. 
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Oome, juſt as ybu art; poor, undone, guilty Crea- 
tres. Vea, come to ME, for Pardon and Reco- 


very. To ME, Who have given my Life, mal, | 


my All for woo Ranſom. 

Should you ſtill queſtion, e theſe ineftima- 
ble Bleſtings are free for you? Remember, Brethren, 
they ate free” for Sinners. Ts-this your Character? 
Then they are as free for your Acceptance, as for any 
Perſors in the World. 75 Us eterndi Life is gien 
not ius, who had deſerved it by our Goodneſs; but 
us, who had forfeited it by our Sins. — Te you ir 
prevched the Forgiventſ of Sins +; not Von, whoſe. 


T dee are desu leb. 3 but You, whoſe 


Iniquities were more in Number than the-Hairs of 
your Head. Even to You, who are the loſt and 
periſhing Sinners of Adam's Family; is the Word of this | 
Salvation ſent f. And, by a Commiſſion from G00, 
we publiſh i it; that as Sinners, you may receive it; 
that receiving it, You may commence Believers ;/ 
and biieving,, may have'Life through His Name |. | 

Some, perhaps, will be inclined to debate; Is this 
* ſo extraordinary a Matter? Will this Exerciſe 
of Believing do ſuch great Things for Us, or put 
Vs in Poſſeſſion of fuch ſingular Bleflings ? Moſes 
might have formed the ſame Seruple, with regard to 
ihe Sprinkling of Blood. Will this ſeemingly infigni- 
fcant' Circumſtance be ſuch an extraordinary Safe- 
guard to Us? Will this preſerve Us from the impend- 
ing Blow, more effectually than the Labours of the 
Engineer, or the Shield and Spear of the Warrior !— 
But Mien conſulted not with Fleſh- and Blood. 

* 1 John v. 11. + AQs xiii, 38. f Adds xiii. 26. 

Nn xx. 31. ; 
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Moſes rejected all ſuch carnal Reaſonings. By Faith, 
He and his People kept the Paſſover, and were made 


Partakers of the temporal Salvation. By Faith may 


You and I receive CHRIST / So ſhall We be Par- 
takers of Pardon and eternal Salvation. ; 

By believing the Promiſe of GOD, and by truſting 
in the Perſon. of CHRIST, we are united to the 
LORD FESUS *®. So as to have a real Intereſt in 


his Blood and ' Righteouſneſs. | Being united to 


CHRIST, our Sins are done away, by Virtue of 


his infinitely precious Atonement; and eternal Liſe 


becomes ours, on Account of his everlaſting Righ- 


teouſneſs. Whoever thus believes; believes merely 


as a Sinner, not upon the Suppoſition of any Good - 
neſs in Himſelf; but upon the ſole Warrant of GOD's. 


Promiſe, in the infallible Word of the Goſpel. Such 


a Perſon ſhall not be aſhamed of his Belief; ſhall. 
never be diſappointed of his Hope; according ta his 
Faith ſball it be unto: Him +. 

. Come. then, Fellow-Sinners, believe the Record. 
of Heaven, Set to your Seal, that GOD is true. 
Honour his Word, which cannot lie. Honour his 
Grace, which is abſolutely free, Honour his dear 
SON, who has obtained eternal Redemption, for. 
ſuch unworthy Creatures as Vou and I, What 
ſhall hinder you ?—But this leads me to- | 
3. A Word of Exbortation,. I ſay then, what ſhall 
hinder You? What ſhall with-hold you, a fingle 
Moment, from believing? Since all Things are ready 1 
in CHRIST JESUS. The great Propitiation is 
made by Him. The d Obedience is men 


b. ki. 7. + Matt, ix. 29. 1 Matt. xxii. 1 


Ir 
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by Him. All the Conditions of the new Covenant 


are fulfilled by Him. Come then, and partake of 


the heavenly Bleflings ? as You partake of a Mar- 
riage · Feaſt, when the Entertainment is all prepared, 
and the Bridegroom bids Vou welcome. 

Fain would! prevail in this moſt important Ad- 
dreſs. LORD, make bare thy Arm; incline 
their Hearts; mate them willing in the Day of thy 
Power *,- My dear Friends, if you turn away from 


ſuch Invitations, You are ruined: to Eternity. Mi- 


ſery awaits: You Here, and Damnation Hereafter. 


Suffer me then to be importunate. Refuſe not Hl M 


that calleth You by my Mouth; that bids You: 
traſt; and not be afraid; that offereth Himſelf, with 
all his Fulneſs to Vou.— Why are You backward? 
Why ſlow of Heart to beliece? Why do You ſtand 
at a Diſtance from the all- gracious E | 
Is. it becauſe You are guilty Wretches ? Then He 
publiſhes the Act of Indemnity to Vo; I, even I, 
am He, that blotteth out your Tiranſprefſions for —4 
2 Sate 1. -＋1s it becauſe You are polluted Crea- 
tures; losthſome in your own Eyes, and much more 
loathſome"in the Eye of infinite Purity]! Then hear 
the Word of the HOLY ONE; I will ſprintla clean 


Water upon You, and Yo ſhall be cen. From all your 


Filthineſs, and from all'your Tols turii I teanſe: I. 
Is it becauſe your Sins are more numerous, and: more 
heinous, than the Sins of others? Be they ever ſo 
numerous, or ever ſo highly aggravated, thus ſaith 

dhe GOD: of IP rich Grace. in "CHRIST; 


* Pſa}. cx. 3. + Ila. xliii, 26. 1 Ezek. 
xxxvi. 25 W : | Wy” TE 444 HS S 
| Though 
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Though your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white 
as Snow ; though they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall be 
as Wool . | 
Are You ſtill objefting? “I am weak. I have 
© no Strength. I cannot believe.“ Look, then, 
to a promiſing GOD; that He may help your Un- 
belief. That He may fulfil in Yow all the good: 
Pleaſure of his Will, and the Work of Faith with 
Power. For HE, who is Truth itſelf, has ſaid; 
Your GOD will come, and ſave You, Then ſball the 
Eyes of the Blind be opened, and the Ears of the Deaf 
ſhall be unſtopped the lame Man fhall leap as an Hart, 
and the Tongue of the Dumb ſhall ſg +.—Has the 
LORD given You a Deſire to believe in his dear 
SON ? Doubt not but He will alfo give You the 
Power. Does GOD the LORD bring to the Birth, 
and not give Strength to bring forth? That be far 
from HIM ! The Suſpicion be far from Us! He has, 
in unſpeakable Mercy, appointed his blefſed SPIRIT 
for this Purpoſe, The HOLY GHOST the 
Comforter attendeth continually on this very Thing. 
To teſtify of CHRIST, and to reveal CHRIST 
in our ſinful Souls. Enabling us to diſcern the All- 
ſufficiency of CHRIST ; to diſcern our Right to 
make Uſe of CHRIST ; and to receive CHRIST 
as our own—our own GOD and SAVIOUR. 
Be it thea your daily Endeavour, your continual 
Buſineſs, to believe; firmly, confidently, aſſuredly to 
believe in FESUS CHRIST; as the great and glo- 
rious RE/JEEMER, in whom You have Pardon, 
You have Righteouſneſs, and eternal Life. Thus ex- 
+l. „ö 
| ereiſe 


® Iſa, i. 18. 


e 
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erciſe Vourſelves unto Godlineſs, and GOD will help 
Vu; GOD will flrengthen . You; yea, GOD. will 
uphold Yeu with the right Hand of his Righteouſneſs. — 
Thus exerciſe Yourſelves unto Godlineſs, depend- 


ing on the divine Faithſulneſs ; proceeding upon the 


divine Warrant; in Obedience to the divine Com- 


mand, which expreſly ſays; Believe: in the LORD 


your G0, fo ſball ye be  eftabliſhed. Believe his 


Prophets, ſo ſhall ye proſper *, . Believe in bis dear 


SON, fo ſhall ye be faved +. 

© Pharaoh ſaid to Foſeph, Now. thou art ma 
this do 4. Let me alſo ſay tomy Hearers; Now Ye 
are allowed, invited, commanded to believe in the 
SON of GOD, this do. Tis yaur grand Concern.. 
The one Thing needful. Without this, nothing will 


profit Lou. "Therefore I repeat my Exhortation. 


Therefore I am ſo urgent. Therefore I cannot diſ- 
miſs the Subject, without beſeeching the FATHER 
of Mercies, to command a Bleſſing upon the Word. 
That You may indeed believe, & unto Righteouſneſs, 
unto Life, unto Salvation. Thus will Tou glorify. 
the ineffable Goodneſs of GOD, and the ineſtima- 
ble Merit of CHRIST. Thus will. You find a 


- ſure, a full, an incomparably rich Proviſion made 


for your Safety. And thus will You, moſt effectu- 
ally comply with that tender and gracious Invitation 
of the LORD your GOD; Come, my. People, 
enter Thou into thy Chambers, and ſhut thy Doors about: 
T hee © hide-thyſelf as it were for. a little Moment, until 
the Indipnation be over pat. For behold ! the LORD: 

„2 Chron. xx. 20. + Adds xvi. . 4 Gen. 
xlv. 19. Rom. x. 10. hs * 
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7 cometh out of his Place, to puniſh the Inhabitants of the 
4 Earth for their Iniguity . 


— And what will ye do, when the LORD cometh 
1 forth to puniſh, if you are not received into the 
ne Hiding-Place ? — What will Ye do, ye Men of /o- 
* ber and decent Converſation; who have nothing but 
D an outward Regulatity, and ſome cuſtomary Con- 


8 formity to religious Worſhip ? Theſe, though in their 
Place valuable, yet are no Security. They are only 
the Outworks, not your Citadel. When the righ- 
45 teous Judge hall be revealed from Heaven in flaming 
Ve Fire to take Vengeance ont hem that obey not the Go. 
ne /e; theſe, without the Blood of Sprinkling, will 
be but as a withered Leaf amidſt the inextinguiſha- | 
ble Burning. . 

What will Ye do, Ye Men of Mtb and large 
Poſſeſſions ? Vill Riches profit You, in the Day of 
Wrath + ? Will Riches protect You, in the Day of 
the LORD's Controverſy ? Alas? they will mark 
You out for a Prey, and ſerve only to lure the Vul- 
_ If Riches have been your Idol; hoarded up 

your Coffers, or laviſhed out upon Yourſelves ; 
— 1 mill, when the Day of Reckoning comes, be 
like the Garment of Pitch and Brimſtone, put upon 
the Criminal condemned to the Flames. 

What will ye do, ye mighty Men of Valour ? If 
the LORD turn his Hand upon You, your Heart 
ſhall fail, and your Knees be feeble; your Arm ſhall 
loſe its Strength, and your Sward ſhat! loſe its Edge. 
Your Fleets and Armies ſhall be as Tow, and the 
Commanders of them as a Spark ; and they ſhall both 

* Iſa. xxvi. 20, 21. + 2 Theſſ. i. 8. 1 Prov. 


xi. 4. N | . 
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burn together, and none ſhall quench them *,—If You 
are not ſheltered and ſecured by this Blood, what 
will ye do, when, the Shout of the Archangel is 
made, and the Trump of GOD. is heard ? Un- 
daunted as You now ſeem, Yow will then; in an 
Agony of Deſpair, call upon Rocks to fall upon You, 
and Mountains to cover You +, | 
What will ye do, ye voluptuous Men, and ye 
careleſs Women ? Ye that eat the Lambs out of the 
Flock, and the Calves out of the Midſt of the Stall? 
Ye that drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint Your- 
ſelves with the chief Ointments? Ah l whiat will ye 
do, when the whole Land, for the univerſal Degene- 
racy of its Inhabitants; for their Contempt of 
CHRIST, and Negle& of Grace; /hall become 
Brimftone, and Salt, and Burning, Iunſomueb that it 
ſhall not. be ſown, nor bear, nor any Graſs grow thereon . 
Much more may I. aſk, what will. Ye do? When 
the Heavens ſhall paſs away with a great Noiſe ; when 
the Elements ſhall. melt with fervent Heat; when 
the whole Earth, and all the Works that are therein, 
all be burnt up? F 
What will Ve do, People of al! Rinks and Con- 
ditions ; when Miſchief. hall come upon Miſchief, and 
Rumour ſhall be upon Rumour |? When your Houſes 
- ſhall be laid in Heaps, and your Streets be made a 
Place of Graves? When your Cities, that. were 
full of Inhabitants ſhall be ſolitary; and not a Voice 
heard. amidſt them, but Sighs of the Diſconſolate, 
and Groans of the Dying? When your Children 
ſhall be ſlaughtered in one Place; your Parents in 
Ia. i. 31. f Rev. vi. 16. . Deut. xxix. 23. 
| Ezek. vii. 26. | 
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another; and the “ Slain ſhall lie behind the Slayer, 
ce as the Sheaves “ behind the Reaper in the Time 
ce of Harveſt.” —But above all, what will Ye do, 
when the great white Throne is erected ;_ when the 
Earth and the Heavens flee away, from the Face of 
HIM that fitteth thereon ; and the Dead, both ſmall 
and great, ſtand before GOD to be judged ? With- 
out the Blood of Sprinkling, where can You be 
fafe? How will You appear ? What wilt You do!— 
Whereas, if CHRIST and his Blood are yours, 
all is yours. Vou have nothing to fear, in Time 
or Eternity. O!] well is it with You, and happy 
« ſhall You be.“ But this reminds me of adding # 
Word, 8 

4. By Way of Conſolation, —Poſfbly, You: may 
ber ready to enquire; © What Confolation will this 
« adminiſter under the Appearanee of national Ca- 
«© Jamities ? Very great. Frar not, ſays the 
LORD, for 7 have redeemed thee +, Redemption- 
by CHRIST, is a Preſervative from all Terrour, and 
an Antidote againſt every Evil, When this Blood is 
ſprinkled, Sin is done away, and GOD is appeaſed. 
His Promiſes are your Portion, and his Arm is'your- 
Defence. For the Comfort of ſuch People ir is writ- & 
ten; He ſhall diliver Thee in fox Troubles ; yta, in 
ſeven there ſhall no Evil touch Thee. In Famine, He 
hall redeem thet” from Death ; and in Mar, from thi 
Power of the Sword. Thou ſhalt be bid from the 
Scourge of the Tongue; neither ſhalt thou be afraid of 
Deſtruction when it cometh f. Tn the Hands of this 
reconciled and faithful CREATOR, this un- 

© Jer. ix. 22. + Iſa. xlii. 1. Job v. 
19, 20, 21. | 7 HO 
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wearied and almighty DELIVERER, how ſafely 
may You depoſit Vourſelves and your Families, your 
Poſſeſſions and your All! 
Be not then diſcouraged, ye Followers of CHRIST, 
though troublous Times ſhould come. All Creatures, 
and all Events,-are under the Controul of your hea- 
venly FATHER. If He has any farther Occaſion for 
your Service, or ſees it conducive to your Good, He 
will preſerve you amidſt the greateſt Dangers. He can 
draw a Curtain of Concealment over Y oy; as He did 
over David in the Cave . He can plant an inviſi- 
ble Guard around You; as He did around Eliſba in 
Dothan +. He can turn the Hearts of your Adver- 
faries, and make even the Enemy and the Avenger” 
to be at Peace witb Lou; as He did in the Caſe of 
Faceb, and his enraged Brother. — Or, if you fall in 
the common Calamity, your latter End ſhall be Peace. 
Your Inheritance is unalienable, and your Foy no Man 
toketh from You... Your beſt Things, your eternal 
Intereſts; are ſecure ; inviolably pe being bid 
__ with CHRIST in GUD r. 

. Happy, unſpeakably bleſſed and * che 88 

on whom this Blood is ſprinkled If vindictive Viſita- 
tions come upon the Land, this may ſcreen and pro- 
tect their Perſons; like the Mark, which the Man 
cloathed with Linen, ſet on the F orebead of GOD's 
choſen. Ones ||; or like the Line of Scarlet Thread, 
which Rahab the Harlot bound to the Window of her 
Houſe $. However, by this Blood of Reconcilation, 
all Afflictions ſhall be diſarmed, and every Evil un- 
tung. Nay, all Things, not in Proſperity only, but 
+ 2 Kings vi. 17. 1 Col. 


1 Sam. xxiv. 3. 
{ Joſh. ü. 18. 19. 


i. 3. | Ezck. ix. 6. 
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in Adverſity likewiſe, Mall work together for Good &. 


Death, even Death, is vanquiſhed for them, and 
become their Gain. And the laſt Judgment is no 
longer their Terrour, but their unſpeakable Privilege. 
Being juſtified by this Blood, 'they may even glory in 
Tribulation ; and rejoice in Hope, in ſure and ſtedſaſt 
Hope, of the Glory of GOD +. 

Will Ye not then, Brethren, ardently join with 


me; While I lift my Voice to GOD in the Heavens 


and ſay ; Awake, awake, O Arm of the LORD; 

“let this be a Day of thy Power, and a Day of our 
«© Redemption. Behold, O GOD our SAVE 
« OUR, and look upon thy various Congregations. 


„ See, what a Gathering of the People there is in 


e thy Courts; let there be as great a Gathering of 
“ Souls to thy bleſſed Self. Fulfil the Prophecy, 


„ Almighty SHILOH ! Let Sinners, won by the 


% Diſcovery of thy Grace, fly unto Thee as a 
„Cloud; and take Shelter in thy Wounds, as the 
“ Doves in their Windows! That they may reſt in 
« the Day of Trouble; and, when Time ſhall be 
© no more, may enter into that everlaſting Reſt, 
„ which remaineth for the People of GOD.” Amen / 
* Rom. viii. 28. This ſeems to be the me a 
the HOLY GHOST, in the paſlage lately quoted 
Fob. Infox, in manifold and various, Troubles GOD fall 
deliver Thee. Or, if he ſuffer Thee to be involved z» 
ſeven, there ſhall no Evil touch Thee. His gracious Preſence 
ſhall be more than Deliverance. Thou ſhalt not feel An- 
guiſh, but enjoy Comfort. Thou ſhalt not ſuffer Harm, 
but receive'Beneft. Though the Flames of Tribulation 


kindle all around, they ſhall not conſume thee, but only 
looſe thy Bonds, and ſet thee free. Set thy Affections 


free, from a troubleſome World; or ſet thy Soul free, 


from a Priſon of Clay. 
| + Rom, v. 1, 2, 3. 
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SERMON III. 
The Way of Holineſ 851 


Eren xvii. y. 


M den the wicked Man turneth away 7 5 his 
Wickedneſs that he hath committed, and 
doeth that which is lawful and right, ve 
alga ſave his Soul alive. 


7 ANY of my Hearers, Toblve; are 
& Huſbandmen ; and the Seaſon, if I 
St not, is the Seaſon of Seed- 


ſkilled in your Buſineſs; Brethren, 
taking Notice of your Work. Perhaps, He goes 
Home, and ſays — © What ftrange inconſiderate 
« Creatures have I ſeen in the Field ? I ſaw them, 
tc inſtead of laying up their Corn in the Garner, 
* throwing it away by Handfuls. Nay, they even 
« buried. it in the Ground, and left it to ꝑutrefy un- 
« der the Clods. Is this the Way, to improve their 


« Stock, and increaſe their Subſtance ? Is this the 
* Fs to * ain, and or their Families?” 


3 
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Should any one make ſuch a Reflection on your - 
Conduct, Vou have an Anſwer ready. The ſame II 
- Anſwer only with an Alteration of Circumſtances, | 
will be equally proper for your Preacher. It is true, III 
his uſual Subjects are, The abſolutely ſree Grace of 
GOD, and the immenſely rich Merits of CHRIST; 
the infinite Atonement, and everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs of the REDEEMER, But becauſe He gene- 
rally enlarges upon theſe Doctrines, is He therefore 
throwing away his Words? Does He negleft the 
Cauſe, or &: regard the Intereſts of Holineſs? Far 
from it. He is ſowing the Seed of vital Holineſs, 
Without which Seed, Holineſs will never flouriſh in 
your Hearts; will never bring forth Fruit in your 
Lives; any more than your ploughed Lands would 
produce a Crop of Corn, without receiving the 
appointed Grain. It is through the Knowledge of ou 
adorable SAVIOUR, as calling . Us to Glory and 
Virtue, that We have all Things pertaining unto Lift 
and Godlineſs s; unto the Enjoyment of Life n 
and the Practice of true Godlineſs. 
Too convince You, that this is my Aim, 1 have 
choſen à Text full to the Purpoſe; and not un- 
ſuitable to the Occaſion of our preſent aſſemblj. 
hen the wicked Man turneth away rem bis Wicked- 
.. neſs that be hath committed; and doeth that which is lau- 
ful and right, he ſhall ſave his Soul alive. 
The Words naturally divide themſelves mto the 
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5 I. What He ſhould turn to—To do that mich ; is 

lawful and right. nd 
III. What will be the Ef « of ſuch- Turning — 
He ſhall fave his Soul alive. fy ; 


May CHRIST FESUS, the Head of his Church 
and the wonderful Counſellour, enable Us to open 
theſe Truths; to add a Word of lively Application ; 
and to receive godly Edifying from the Whole ! 

I. What the wicked Man ſhould turn from — 
Wickedneſs, Here perhaps . You expect, that I 
ſhould mention ſeveral Sorts of Wickedneſs ; ſhould 
diſplay the deteſtable Nature, and deſtructive Conſe- 
quences of each; and deter You, by ſuch Conſide- 
rations, from the Commithon of them all. Deter You 
from Lying and Defrauding; from Curling and 
Swearing ; from Drunkenneſs and Uncleanneſs; 
from a ſpiteful Temper and a back-biting Tongue. 
Theſe are horrid Evils. On- Account of theſe the 
Land mourns, Theſe bring the Vengeance of GOD 
on a Perſon, and on a People . If I could ſpeak in 
Thunder, I could never inveigh too loudly againſt 
theſe Yices. © Ye that go on in ſuch Iniquities, 
« Ye are-ſcatteritg. Brimſtone upon your: Hlabiſatians +, 
© Yearebeaping up Wrath, againſt the Day of li raih i. 
He can Te eſcape the Damnation of Hell'\| ?” 

But let me forbear ſuch Invectives. Let me rea- 
ſon with Vou, in the Spirit of Mildneſs.— I will ſup- 
poſe you poſſeſſed of a pleaſant Garden. In ſome 
favourite Bed, many Weeds eins up. ae to 


Col. iii. ab 0 
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the Eye, but full of deadly Poiſon. Will You or- 
der your Gardener, to crop off the Leaves, or to 


. pluck up the Roots? To pluck up the Roots, moſt 
Becauſe, if He does the former only, it 


certainly. 
will avail but little; it will be no better than Labour 


Joſt. Whereas, if He does the latter, He will ef- 


fectually rid your Ground of the pernicious Encum- 
brance.— Thus would I at. Wickedneſs is this 
pernicious Weed. It is full of deadly Poiſon. It 


pollutes your Souls, and will be the Bane of your 


Happineſs. I would, not therefore be content with 
uſing the pruning-knife, and cutting off the Shoots, 
But I would take the ams and level my Blow at 
the Root. 

I would fain have You turn, not partially and p2 
perficially, but thoroughly and habitually—Not from 
ſome only, but from all Wickedneſs — And not 
barely from the Practice, but even from the Love of 
it, and any Fondneſs for it—This will never de ac- 
compliſhed, unleſs You turn 


From a thoughtleſs 
From a prayerleſs > 
From an 5n/en/i4/: 


1. From a theughtieſs' Weder 5 made for 


Eternity. You are immortal Beings. You muſt 
dwell either with GO in Heaven, or with Devils 
in Hell; and that to endleſs, endleſs Ages. You 
know not; how ſoon You may be ſummoned into the 
inviſible and eternal World. The following Night, 
for auglit You can tell; or before the prefent Hour 
is expired. Do you ſeriouſly conſider, to which of 
theſe (everlaſting Abodes You are approaching: 


For 


The Way of | Holineſs. 75 
For whieh of theſe unchangeable Conditions You 
are meet? 

Except a Man be born again, av our LORD; th 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven *,"' This is 
the unalterable Reſolution of the r 
You'all hope for Heaven; and Þ humbly beſeseh the 
LORD, that Y ow may net be qiſappointed of your 
Hope. But do You diligently enquire, whethet 
You have experienced this New: Birth? Is there a 
ſpiritual Change wrought in Your Souls?” Are your 
Affections taken off from Vanity, and fed oh the 
infinitely amiable GOD? Is '4bar Memory" flea 


with the Truths of the Goſpel; and are your Deſires 


riſing to Things above? To expect the Hleſſedneſs 
of Heaven and have no Concern about this Renewal 
of your Nature, is to contemm the Counſels of 
CHRIST, and to trifle witli his unnlteruble Dee 
IVithout Halineſt ns Man ſhall fot the LORD" f, 
This is the ſtanding Rule ſor our preſent Conduct, 
and indiſpenſibly neteſſary for our future Happinefs, 
You may be civil and decent in yout Behaviour; 
You may attend the Place of divine Worſhip, and 


paſs; for reputable; Perſons. Vet, unleſs Tou are 


holy in your Hearts, and holy in your Converſation; 
Vou cannot enter inte GOD's bliſsful Preſence. 
To be holy, is to put o CHRIST 4 to reſemble 
CHRIST, in your Spirit and Carriage, as one Man 


reſembles another, when He puts oh his Dreſs, or 


imitates his Manners. Do Vou lock to CHRIST, 
as youỹ᷑ Pattern; follow CHRIST; "as your 
Guide; and, in the n Courſe of your Liſe, 


- © John ii. 3. 1 Heb. xii. 14. 1 Rom. xiii. 14. 
E 2 - Walk 


ishteous Judge. 
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walk as CHRIST walked ? — Perhaps, You have 
never ſo much as aimed at this. Never ſo much as Fe de 
fcriouſly ' conſidered Eternity, Regeneration, and a * 
Conformity to CHRIST. Theſe Things are ſeldom, 
if ever, in your Thoughts. Then be aſſured, You 
are far from Holineſs. You are not turned from 
your evil Way; no, nor ſo much as beginning to 
Say not, This Duty of ſerious Conſideration is 
<« a flight Matter. If I had been guilty of Injuſtice 
* or Petjury; if I had committed Adultery or Mur- 
« der; theſc indeed were heinous Crimes. Whereas; 
« the Omiffion, which You have inſiſted on, is but 
4 2 ſmall Offence.” — Small Offence / Preſume not to 
think ſo, However ſuch Guilt may appear little in 
your View, or fit eaſy upon your Conſcience, it is 
heinous enough to make Heaven and Earth amazed. 
For thus faith the LORD; Heor, O Heavens ; and 
give Ear, © Earth ! Ia nouriſbed and brought up 
Ghiluren, and they have rebelled again me. The Ox 
tnoweth bis Owner, and the Aſs bis Maſter's Crib : 
1 but Iſrael doth not know, my People born NOT Ccon- 
iq $iDxER ®. To ſay the Truth; an inconſiderate 
| careleſs Life, is an unintermitted Courſe of Sin. It 
is one continued Act of Rebellion againſt God, — 
It oppoſes his compaſſionate Wiſh ; O / that they 
were wife ! That they underſtood this ! That they would 
conſider their latter End +4 ! — It diſobeys his poſitive 
Command ; . Thus faith the LORD of Haft, the ſu- 
preme Ruler of the World, Confider your Mays 1.— 
Ia i, 2, 3. + Deut. xxxii. 29. 1 Hag. i. 5, . 
1 | . I v4 
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It defeats the Deſign of his holy Word, and ole 
make the Blood of his SON to be of none Effect. 


2. Turn from a prayerleſs State, — Alas * 


many of thoſe, whom We call Chriſtians, are Stran- 


gers to Prayer! How many Servant riſe to their 
Work, and never bend a Knee before their MAS- 
TER in Heaven] How many Maſders ſet their Ser- 
vants an ungodly Example; enter upon the Affairs of 


the Day, without imploring the GOD of all Grace, 


either to proſper their Buſineſs, or to ſanQify their 
Souls Ho many Parents know not what it is, to 


make earneſt Supplications for the Converſion and 


Salvation of their Children] And how many Children 
are as ignorant of the Nature, the Neceſſity, the 
Advantages'of Prayer, as the wild Aſs's Colt ““ 
Shall I reckon [Theſe good People ? Are Theſe 
turned to their GOD; No; they are Deſpiſers of 
the moſt HIGH. Fhey caft Contempt upon his 
Majeſty. The Language of their Practice is; (De- 
c part from Us. Omnipetent as Thou art, We have 
4 no Need of Thee. No Need of thy SPIRIT, to 
© make Interceſſion in Us; no Need of thy SON, 
to make Interceſſion for Us. Moſt juſtly there- 
ſore, is it reckoned by 2 as Part of a wicked 
and abandoned Character; Theu reftrainef Prayer 
before God +. Nay, it is mentioned by the Pſalmiſt, 
as the finiſhing Part; that which ſeals up the Soul 
under the Dominion of Iniquity, and ſhuts out all 
reaſonable Hope of a Reformation. They are cor- 
yupt ; they do abominable Works; and there is ns 


Job xi. 12. | + Job _— . 
$6 Pro- 
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Proſpect of their doing otherwiſe, ſince they call not wr 
was the LORD *, 1 5 

Keligionus, yet negleck Prayer! Impoſfible. Can 44 
a Man live without Food? Can He breathe without Feet 


Air? No more can you withſtand Temptation, or Frick 
exertiſe Godlineſs, unleſs You watch unto Prayer +.— ” - 
The Neglect of Prayer, is not only ſinful in itſelf, 
but the ſure Sign of an unſanctified Heart, and the 
wide Inlet to every unrighteous Practice. ©, Shew 
t me a prayerleſs Perſon, ſaid One, and I will ſhew 
„ You a graceleſs Perſon.” Turn then, Sinners, 
turn without Delay, to a Habit of Prayer; of 
ſecret; ſerious,” earneſt Prayer. Otherwiſe, You 
cannot expect, that the Wrath of GOD ſhould 
be turned away from ou. No; when: He whiets 
his glittering Sword, and his Hand takes hold on 
Judgement, Nen are the Perſons that cauſe the In- 
dignation.: Lon are the Perſont, who bave Reaſon to 
tremble at the Stroke. For thus it is written in 
that venerable Boak, which is a Tranſcript of the di- 
vine Will, and the Rule af the divine Procedure; 
Par out\thy Fury unan the Haaren, that known thee 
vat 3 pour eau, Kn. pan 2 that cal} not 
tn thy Nome 1. . 
3. Turn from yout inſenfile State. +—Be ſenſible 6 of 
| your Obie; your Miſery; your Ruin. Thoughtleſs and 
prayerleſs People, You are Sinners before tha GOD 
of Heaven. You ate the Children of bis Wrath, 
Vou ate the Objects of his Vengeance. Condemned 
and aceurſed by his haly Word. OI may the 
LORD of all Power, rend the Veil from Vour Un- 
41 . . * 
Fal. xiv. 4. + Eph, vi. 18. f Jer. x. 25. 
Ree cha derſtand- 
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derſtandings, and ſhew you your perilous, your dread- 
fully perilous Condition. 

If, while I am ſpeaking, the Earth ſhould reel to 
and fro, and be in ſtrong Convulſions under your 
Feet; if it ſhould open its horrid Jaws, and gape 
frightfully wide to devour you not one in the Aſ- 
ſembly, but would be gteatly alarmed. How then 
can You be careleſs and uheoneerned, when Hell 
from beneath is opening her Mouth, to ſwallow you 
up in endleſs Perdition Af this Building was rocking 
over your Heads, and tottering on every Side; if 
the Beams were burſting, and "the Walls cleaving z 
You would be ſtruck with Aſtoniſnment. And how 
is it, that you are under no Apprehenſions, when 
the Indignation of an (Almighty GOD is ready to 
fall upon You ; and, wotſe than ten thouſand falling 
Millſtones, grind Vou-to Powder ?a—If the French 
were landed, with an Army of deſperate Pupiſir 
if Lou were ſurrounded by thoſe barbarous Ene- 
mies of your Religion and Country; if their Swords, 
reeking with Britiþ»+ Blond, were now at your 
Throats; You would tremble for your Lives. | And 
will Vou not feet ſome Concern for your Souls, when 
the Sword of Omnipotence is ſharpened to cut You 
in Pieces; When, for aught You knows it may be 
already unſheathed ; may have received a Commii- 
ſion to give the fatal Blow; and, before another Hour 
paſſes; may actually ſtrike—If the late Diſtemper 
among the Cattle, ould turn to a Plague among 
Men; if it ſhould ſweep away Theuſands and ten 
Thouſands to an untimely Grave ; if You ſhould ſee 
Multitudes of your Neighbours fickening, dropping, 
dying on y Side; certain whe would be terri- 

; [_Y.vI £ TK 4 8 fied 


89 The Way of Holineſs 


fied. How then can you remain unimpreſſed, when 
the Curſe ® of GOD is approaching You? When the 
Curſe of G0 is hovering over Lou? When the 
Curſe of GOD. is ready to be poured out upon 
You; and turn all your Delights into wenn 
Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth. 
_ Behold then Sinners, inconſiderate and inſenſible 
Sinners, You are this Day impleaded at GOD's Bar, 
You, are found guilty before the JUDGE of the 
World. You are upon the very Brink of everlaſting 
Deſtruction.— Not the Earth, but Hell, is opening 
her Mouth to devour you. Not the Stones and Tim- 
ber of your Houſes, but the Vengeance of the moſt 
HIG H, is ruſhing down upon You. The Sword, 
not / of an enraged Adverſary, but of GO D' moſt 
tremendous Diſpleaſure is | drawn, perhaps ſtretched 
out to deſtroy you. The Peſtilence, or what is in- 
finitely more to be dreaded, than the Peſtilence that 
walketh in Darkneſs, the Curſe of GOD is ready to 
break forth. upon Vou.— And will not theſe Terrours 
awaken Vou; alarm you; perſuade you + ? Thou 
GOD ofthe World, and GOD of our Souls, let not 
thy Judgments and thy Threatenings go forth in vain 
I hope, ſome of Vou are inclined to aſk How, 
or to what ſhould we be perſuaded? If fo, my 
ſecond Particular will ſuggeſt the proper Anſwer. 

II. What the wicked Man ſhould turn to ? — To 
4 that which is lawful and right. To repent of Sin, 
and love GOD; to be pure in Heart, and holy in 
all Manner of Converſation. This is implied in 
the Exhortation of the Text. This is the indiſpen- 
ſible Duty of all Men. And to promote this, is 
the continual Aim of our Miniſtry. | 
TS," Gal. iü. 10. + 2 Cor. v. 11. 


But 


nothin 
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But you are guilty, ruined, impotent Creatures, 
Guilty ; and can you, under a Load of Treſpaſſes, ariſe 


and do your LOR D's Will? — Ruined; and can 


You, amidſt ſuch diſcouraging R have 
any Heart to ſet about the Work of Reformation ?— 
Impotent; and can you, under the moſt deplorable 
Weakneſs, perſorm the moſt difficult of all Ser- 
vices No. You muſt firſt be relieved and enabled, 
before You can be ſufficient for theſe Things. Like 
the Woman bowed down with a Spirit of Infirmity, 
or like the impotent Man at the Pool of Betheſda, 
You, muſt receive Reſtoration and Strength from 
GOD your SAVIOUR, Turn then to CHRIST, 
who ſays by his Prophet ; O Iſrael, thou haſt de- 
firoyed thyſelf, but in ME is thy Help. 

If you ſhould enquire; What ſhall I find in 
CHRIST ? — All that you can want. All that you 
can, wiſh. Incomparably more than I am able to 
expreſs. For it hath. pleaſed the FATHER, that in 
CHRIST ould all Fulneſs dwell +. 

Becauſe You are guilty, and have a Burden of 


Iniquity on your Souls, HE is the Lamb of GOD, 
that taketh away the Sin of the World f. A Lamb of 


GOD's own appointing: A Lamb of infinite Ex- 
cellence and Dignity : to whom nothing is equal, 

nothing comparable, This Lamb of GOD has ſhed 
his Blood for Sinners ; has ſuffered Death for Sin- 
ners; yea, has died in their Stead, and endured all 
that Vengeance, which they have deſerved, In this 


moſt wonderful and perfect Manner, has He obtained 


their Pardon ! Pardon, not of ſome only, but of all 
* Hol. xiii. 9. . 4 5 i. 19. John i. ＋ 
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Sins, Be they ever fo numerous, or ever fo heinous, 
it maketh no Difference with Him, An infinite SA- 
VIOUR taketh away Millions, unnumbered Mil- 
lions of the moſt abominable Iniquities, with as much 
"Eaſe, as He expiates a ſingle Offence, or the ſmall- 
eſt Fault. He Blatteth out Tranſgreſſwis, aggravated 
Tranſgreffions, innumerable Tranſgreſſions, as 4 
Cloyd ; as eaſily, and as completely, as the Wind 
Tweeps away a floating Cloud, from the Face of the 
Sky. Delivered from this Load of Guilt, you will 
be fitted to walk in the Way of GOD's Com- 
mandments, and not be weary ; yea, to run and not ſaintt. 
Becauſe you are ruined, and have nothing that may 
recommend You to the moſt high GOD, CHRIST 
has brought in a Righteouſneſs—a complete Righte- 
"ouſneſs—a divine Righteouſneſs. Conſider the un- 
ſpotted Purity of his Nature, and the unfinning 
Obedience of his Life; conſider his fervent Cha- 
Tity to Man, and his patient Reſignation to GOD; 
conſider all his exalted Virtues, and all his exem- 
plary Actions; theſe, all theſe, in their utmoſt Per- 
fection, are not only for the Imitation, but for the 
Juſtification alſo, of ſuch Sinners as You and I, —f: 
Name is FE HOY AH, which ſpeaks incomprehenſible 
Grandeur in Him; ZEHOFL AH our Righteouſneſs |, 
which. ſpeaks unutterable Comfort to Us. In this 
Righteouſneſs we may be fully accepted, and en- 
titled, to Life eternal. Of this we may make out 
Boaſt, and hi ; In the LORD have I Righteouſneſs N; 
I, a Tranſgreſſor, have a real Righteouſneſs ; | 
a defective . have a conſummate Righteouſ- 
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ness; I, a frail relapſing Chriſtian, have an inva- 
riable and everlaſting Righteouſneſs. O] What a 
Treaſure is this! What an unſpeakable Gift is this! 
Is there a Cordial, that can revive our Spirits ; is there 
a Motive, that can animate Us to Duty; like Juſtifi- 
cation. through, IMMANUEL's Righteouſheſs ! — 
Blefled LORD ! This makes r Yoke eaſy, and 
thy Burden light. | 
Becauſe You. are weak. and diſabled, CHRIST 
has the , Re/adue of the SPIRIT “; the PFulneſs of 


the SPIRIT + ;. the /even SPIRITS of GOD ae 


before: his Fhrone 1. The HOLY. GHOST, in 
all his Operations, and with all his Graces, CHRIST 
ſends to whomſoever He pleaſes $. — He gave this 
ineſtimable Bleſſing to Saul the Perſecutor and Blaſ- 
phemer. He gave this ineſtimable Bleſſing to many 
He ſtill confers 
the heavenly Gift on his Enemies, yea, on the Rebel- 
lious alſo |. And the Promiſe, the tree gracious Pro- 


miſe, 18 to Lau, and ta your Children, and to all that 


are afar off,, even as many at the LORD our GOD, 

by the Preaching of his Go; pel, _Jhall call CT. | 
How ſalutary and beneficial are the Effects of 

this Gift! Our LORD, Himſelf, who. beſt knew, 


has admirably ſhewn, He that. believeth on ME, 


out of his Belly ſhall flow Rivers of living Mater. 
This ſpake He of the SPIRIT, which every one, 
that turns to Him, and believes on Him, ſhall re- 
ceive, Obſerve ſome beautiful and copious River. 


How it exhilarates the Country, and fructifies the 
Soil, through which it paſſes. Beſtows a thouſand 


{ Jokn #1 ü. 15 „ RG en. 3.44 T7 Rev. 4. 4. 
xvi. 7. viii. 18. J Adds ii. 
E 6 G. 
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« Converiiences; and gives Birth to a-thonſand De- 
lights, where-ever it takes its winding Courfe. So, 
the COMFORTER dwelling in the Heart, gives 
fuch charming Views of CHRIST and his un- 
ſearchable Riches, as gladden the Conſcience, and 
make Us truly happy. Hence, as from an inexhauſ- 
tible Source, true Holineſs flows, and-every ſpiritual 
Good. This diſpoſes Us to love our Neighbour : 
this teaches Us to be meek in Spirit: and this will 
Taiſe our Defires far above earthly, ſenfual, tranſitory 
Things; even as David's Thoughts were raiſed far 
above the Shepherd's Scrip, den He ſat ed on 
the Throne of all. 

Under the Influence of this divine SPIRIT, You 
will ſay; © CHRIST has taken away the execrable 

Filth of my Sins; and ſhall I wallow in the Mire 
of Iniquity again ?=—CHRIST has delivered me 
t from the Pit of everlaſting Deſtruction; and ſhall 
„ leap into thoſe unquenchable Flames, from 
„ which, as a Brand, I have been ſnatched ?—In 
«© my adorable REDEEMER I have a perfect Righ- 
<< teouſneſs, and am completely juſtified. And ſhall — 
„ not endeavour to walk worthy of fuch Favours; 4 
* to ſhew my Gratitude for fuch Beneficence, by aſl 
„ bringing forth the Fruits of Rightroulhets | in all - Vic 


„ my. Converfation ?” _ we 
Yes, Brethren ; when You are turned to CHRIST; ed | 
to receive his Atonement, to rely on his Righteouſ- ties 


"neſs, to be filled with his SPIRIT; it will de aff 
with your Soul, as it is with the Earth, when it.is © - -\ tio! 
"turned to the Sun. The Earth, You fee, is now tha 
- barren and unfruitful ; becauſe, it has been very much rep 
2 from the enlivening Beams of the Sun. 


Ee 
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E'er long it will be replaced under the full Influences 
of that Fountain of Light and Heat. Then what a 
Change will take Place] How will the Flowers ap- 
pear on the Ground ! How will the Leaves adorn the 
Trees! How will the Singing of Birds be heard in our 
Land | So ſhall Holineſs, and a heavenly Temper, be 
produced in your Souls. So ſhall Obedience, with 
all the Fruits. of Godlineſs, flouriſh in your Lives. 
When this Sun of Righteouſneſs, manifeſts Himſelf in 
your Hearts; makes You Partakers of his Salva- 
tion; and thus ar:/es upon You, with Aar under his 


Wings *. 


Should any One doubt, whether th is the Way to 


do that which is lawful and right; I aſk—Is it not a 
' pleaſing Way? Such as We ſhould wiſh for? Such 


as We ſhould prefer above all others? And ſuch as 
will render our LORD's Service perfect Freedom? 
— Is it not à rational Way ? Apparently adapted to 
engage the Heart; to ſtrengthen the Hand; and, 
thereby, to fit the whole Man for every good Work ? 


Beſides; is it not the Way appointed by GOD? 
Would we © earneftly repent, and be heartily for- 


e ry for all our Miſdoings ?” The Wiſdom of GOD 
aſſures Us, this Sorrow muſt ariſe from believing 


Views of CHRIST. From looking unto Him, whom 
we have pierced f. Looking unto Him, as wound- 


ed for our Tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our Iniqui- 


ties. This, if any Thing, will incline Us, to be 
afflicted, and mourn, and weep for all our Abomina- 
tions. Thus, and thus only, ſhall We experience 


that godly Sorrow, which LU 3 nat to be 


repented of. 
* Mal, Iv. 2. 7 Zech. xii Io, 


Would 
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Would We lee GOD? The Oracles of 
Heaven inform Us, that We muſt firſt ſee his Love; 
his infinitely free, and infinitely tender Love, to- 
wards Us. His Love, not imputing any Sin to our 
Souls, but laying all our Iniquities upon his own 
SON. Then ſhall Ve lone bim, when we perceive 
and know, that He has, in this moſt divinely gracious 


— regarded -o A bleſſed Us. 


Would We be pure in Heart? The LORD pu- 
rifies the Heart: by Faith *. Faith in CHRIST, as 
ſhedding his. moſt precious Blood, as giving his moſt 
glorious Perſon, for our Ranſom. And, by his one 


 Objation; - finiſhing: aur  Tranſgreſſion 5 making Recon- 
ciliat imm far aur Iniquity; yea, perfecing Us for ever. 
Inſomuch, that We may boldly and aſſuredly ſay; 


Through this Grace of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
He ſhall be ſaved. , He that hath. this Faith and this 


Hope, purifieth Himſelf, even as he is pure. 


Would We renounce all Ungedlineſs ? Would We 


ive foberly, righteouſly, and godlily + 8 By Grace We 
muſt be enabled; even that Grace, which brings Sal- 
vation, a finiſhed and free Salvation to Sinners. That 


Grace, appearing in the Heart and appropriated by 
Faith, is the ſure, the effectual Means of true Sancti- 
fication; the ſure, the effectual Motive to willing 


Obedience. Therefore our L ORD ſays, He that 


eateth me, even He-ſhall live by me f. He that eateth 
me, that receiveth my Righteouſneſs and Redemp- 


tion; that maketh a daily Uſe of Me and my Bene- 


fits, for the Refreſhment and Health of his Soul ; as 
Ache xr. 9. 1 Tit. ii. 11, 12. f John vi. 57. 


People 
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People make a daily Uſe of their neceſſary Food, for 
the Nouriſhment and Support of their Bodies. Even 
He /hall live by me; He ſhall live to GOD in real 
Holineſs Here, and live with GOD in everlaſting 


Glory Hereaſter.— This Method will ftrengthen and 


prepare Us, for diſcharging all the Duties of a Chri- 
ſtian Life ; as Bread ſtrengthens and prepares the La- 
bourer for diſpatching the Buſineſs of his toilſome 
Calling. Whereas, without uſing this ſovereign Ex- 
pedient, We ſhall be as incapable of exerciſing Our- 


ſelves unto Godlineſs ; as the Hireling, deprived of 


his uſual Meals, would be incapable of performing 


| his daily Taſk. 


Upon the Whole ; We do not urge You to make 
Brick, without Straw. We do not call upon You to 
ariſe and work, without ſhewing You, from whence 


your Ability and Vigour are to proceed. Some, per- 


haps, might exhort You to all holy Obedience ; but, 
neglecting theſe moſt neceſſary Directions, their Ex- 


hortations would be comfortleſs and infignificant. 


Becauſe, You might fetch a Sigh, and make An- 
ſwer ; “ All this We would gladly do, but alas! 
We are not able,” —Whereas, Here is Grace ſuf- 
ficent for You in CHRIST. Whatever. hinders 
You, CHRIST removes. Whatever You want, 
CHRIST beſtows. That, being delivered from your 
Enemies, and from the Hand of all that hate You; from 
the Influence of all that embarraſſes, and all that diſ- 
courages You ; You may ſerve Him, without ſlaviſh or 
diſquieting Fear, in Holineſs and N Wo” 
Him, all the Days of your Life ®. 
Lake i. 74, 75+ : 
n Happy 


* 
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Happy Deliverance! Thrice happy Conduct I But 
rn fill the Iſſue of all : Which reminds 2 
my laſt Enquiry ; -namely, a; 


UI. What will be the Effect of this Turning! — 
| He, the wicked Man, thus turned, ſhall ſave hs Soul 
alive. | 
He ſhall fave — Safety {ball be his STEAL LY 
Safety ſhall. he his Guard. Safety ſhall eſcort Him 
| through the Dangers of Life, All the Days of 
| = his appointed Time, He fall dwell under the De- 
i Fence of the met HIGH, and abide. under the 
Shadow of the ALMIGHTY*,—Mdgſt deſirable 
Situation! Eſpecially, when Judgments, deſolating 
and deſtructive Judgments, are abroad. While the 
Storm of Calamity is gathering, or when the Tem- 
peſt of Tribulation is raging, O] what a Calm muſt 
it create in the Heart, to have the eternal GOD 
\ for our Reſuge + ! To ſay within ourſelves ; © The 
« Hand that is /trached over the Sea, and hates the 
„ Kingdems of the Earth; the Hand, that rends the 
« Mountains, and ſcatters the everlaſting Hills ; that 
„ Hand is my Defence and my Shield!“ 
| Save his Sou/—It is not improbable, but his bodi- 
ly Welfare may be ſecured. GOD may ſet a Mark 
upon his Forehead, and command the Sword of the 
deſtroying Angel to paſs over his Houſe. But howe- 
ver this may be determined, his Soul ſhall be ſafe. 
As to his ſpiritual Welfare, He has a Writ of Protec- 
tion, under the great Seal of Heaven. The LORD 
 FESUS is his eyer-faithful Guardian, and None 
„ Pſal. xci. 1. + Deut. xxxiii. 27, 1 Hab. 


4, 6. 
ſhall 
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ſhall pluck Him out of the divine REDEE MER's 
Hand. The roaring Lion may go about ſeeking 
to devour Him : but He has a ſtrong City, which the 
infernal Adverſary cannot ſtorm ; he has an impreg- 
nable Bulwark, which the Powers of Darkneſs can- 
not ſcale. Though He fall, the Arm of CHRIST 
will raiſe Him, Though he be defiled, the Blood 
of CHRIST will cleanſe Him. Though He die, 
it will be no Loſs, but Gain. HE that has the Keys 
of the Grave, will give Commandment concerning 
his mouldering Bones. HE that lives for evermore, 
will receive his departing Soul. — This, perhaps, 
may be meant by that other 2 Word, 

alive, 

He ſhall ſave his Soul alive—He ſhall not barely 
be fafe, but happy. He ſhall enjoy, what truly 
deſerves the Name of Life. ' A Man may eſcape 
from his Enemy, by flying to a fortified Caſtle. But 


in the Caſtle, there may be Drought and Famine. 


He may petiſh by theſe Diſafters ; though preſerved 
from the purſuing Foe, It ſhall not be thus with 


the returning, believing, renewed Sinner. He ſhall 
be ſaved with a complete and everlaſting Salvation. 
He is a Child of GOD, and an Heir of Glory. 
He ſhall rejoicein CHRIST FESUS here, and 


ſhall enter into the Joy of his LORD hereafter. 
When the Earth is burnt up, He ſhall ſee it. 
When the Heavens paſs' away, He ſhall ſtand with 
Boldneſs, When all Nature finks into Diſſolution, 
He ſhall not only ſurvive, but enjoy the Ruin. He 


ſhall leave a diſſolving World, to poſſeſs a Kingdom 


N - John x. 28. 1 : 
| in 


be bathed in Blood, that you may fly 
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in Heaven; to wear a Crown of Righteouſneſs; 


and to be for ever with, for ever like, his bleſſed 
and glorious LORD. 
We. have now ſhewn — what the ck Man 


| ſhould turn from What He ſhould turn t7—what 


will beithe £22 of this Turning. Give me leave 
to aſk ;, Has the Arm of the LORD been revealed ? 
Are you impreſſed by the awful, or encouraged by 
the comfortable, Truths? If fo, perhaps, you will 
be ready to day; . Wil CHRIST receive Me 
Wil He make Me a Partaker of theſe incompa- 
<< rable Benefits? Shall ſuch a one, who is ſo very 
00 unmvorthy, find Fayour in his Sight?“ 

Yes; ſuch a one may find Payour, Any one, 
every” ane who comes, He will receive. He ſends 


his, Miniſters to invite, Von; ; He ſends his Judg- 
meats 40, compel You ; He uſes every Expedient to 


gan You, He. bids Earthquakes tear the Founda- 


tions, of Nature, and turn mighty Cities into rul- 
nous Heaps, that you may be built on that Rock, 
which ſhall never be ſhaken, -» He calls the Sword 
of War out of its Scabhard, and commands it to 
for Safety 
to the Prince of Peace. While Ruin and Deſola- 
tion, are purſuing their dreadful Work. all around, 
He throws open the Doors of his Grace and Righ- 
teouſneſt, and moſt compaſſionately cries; Come, 
my People z come, poor Offenders z enter into 
<, theſe Chambers, and find Reſt.” 


Is any of Vou ftill inclined to reply.? wy wal 


CHRIST indeed, receive me, who am not only 
« 4 Sinner — but a great Sinner — a long perſiſting 


* Sinner ——apd now ſeem to come but at the 4% 


« . Hour ; 
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« Hour; more like one driven by Fear, than drawn 
„by Love?“ — What thinkeſt thou? Would the 
Widow of Nain, who went mourning after the 
Corpſe of her only Son, almoſt inconſolable with 
her. Loſs ; would ſhe be unwilling to receive Him, 
when our LORD reſtored Him to Life, and de- 
livered Him to his Mother * Would ſhe need much 
Importunity, and hardly be prevailed on to embrace 
her beloved, her lamented Child? Impoſſible to ſuppoſe. 
Remember, what CHRIST has dane for Sinners; what 
He has fuffered for Sinners; how his Bowels years 


over Sinners; and it will appear equally impoſſible, 


that He ſhould reject any returning Profligate. _ 
Reject! No; the good Father, aged and venera- 
ble 28 He was, haſtened; yea, ran to meet the Pro- 
digal. He fell on his Neck, and tenderly, kiſſed the 
diſſolute Youth t. So, with ſuch Readineſs and fuch 
Compaſſion, will the everlaſting FATHER receive 
You to his Family, bis Favour, his Love. —Nay 
more ; He will receive You with Foy. He is the 
good Shepherd, Tou are the loſt Sheep.. He is 
come in his Word to ſeek. You. When You turn 
to Him, he bas found You. Then, ſays the Serip- 
ture, the good Shepherd goes home with his r re- 
covered Sheep, rejaicing 1. O let your Miniſter, 
and (which is unſpeakably more engaging) let the 
bleſſed ZESUS have Joy of You, my Brethreg. 
Even that FESUS, by whom Sinners are dearly be- 
loved and longed for &; who has no greater Delight, 
than to ſave them from their Iniquities, and num- 


ber them among his Children. 


4 . . 15. Luke xv. 20. f Luke xv. 5. 
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If you ſhould-anſwer—*< This is a Matter of the 
60 utmoſt Importance. It lies at the very Root of all 
„ my Comfort. Let me hear it confirmed from our 
„% LORD's own Mouth. 7 will hearken, what the 
< LORD GOD ill ſay concerning. mes... 
Hear then his own Promiſe; the moſt precious 
Promiſe that Words can form,. or Fancy conceive ; 
I boſecver cometh to me, for Pardon, for Juſtification, 
for Holineſs, I will in no wiſe caſt him out 1. — II bo- 
ſiever; whether He be high or low, learned or il- 
literate.; whether He be a Servant or a Maſter, 2 
Prince or a Beggar; no one is excepted, no one 
ſhall be refuſed, —Iz 1 wife ; on no Conſideration 
of paſt Tranſgreffions ; on no Account of preſent 
Depravity ; on no Fore-knowledge of future Fail - 
| Only Tet Him come, only" lt him come, and 

nothing an debar Him from the Enjoyment of 
my Benefits; nothing ſhall ſeparate Him from the 
Endearments of my Love. 

Hear his kind Trvitation. | Return unto me, for 
I have redeemed You 1. Ye, that have hitherto been 
Strangers to Seriouſneſs, and always alienated from 
me; turn unte me, and I will not fo much as up- 
braid you F with your Folly. — Ye, that are now 
Backſiiders, and have for a Seaſon ungratefully de- 
parted from me; turn unto Me, and I will heal your 
Backflidings ; my Stripes ſhall make You whole, — 
Ye that have been Slaves to Vice; have fold your- 
ſelves to work Wickedneſs ; and are grown old in 
abomigable Practices; it is not too late even for You. 
I have redeemed even ſuch” as You.—T ſhake the 


fal. Ixxxv. 83 1 t Ichn vi. 37-. , 11a. liv. 22. 
* rag | Pillars 
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Pillars of Nature, and rock the Foundations of the 
World; I clothe the Heavens with Blackneſs, and 1 
make Sackchth their Covering . Yet for ſuch as you, 
1 gave my Back to the Smiters, and hid not my Face from 


Shame and Spitting. Ves, Sinners; Sinners of every 


Kind; I bore the Curſe of the Law, and died the 
Death of the Croſs ; on purpoſe that I might redeem 
ſuch as You, —Moſt amiable REDEEMER! Who 
would not liſten to a Call, fo wonderfully endearing ? 
Sinners, how can You withſtand a Motive, fo ſweet· 
jy conſtraining? 

Hear his ſolemn Oath; As I live, ſaith the LORD 
GOD, I have no Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, 
but that the Wicked turn from his Way and live. Turn 
Ye, turn Ye from your evil Ways; for why will Ye die, 
O Houſe of Iſrael T? Was there ever any Declara- 
tion ſo charming? Or any Addreſs ſo affectionate ? 
See ! how the High and-Lofty ON E condeſcends ! 
He commands in Heaven, on Earth, through Hell; 
yet, more like a Supplicant than a Sovereign, He 
vouchſaſes to ſollicit and beſeech You. From the 
Habitation of his Glory He cries ; Turn ye, poor 
periſhing Creatures. —Again He cries; urn: ye, to 
your GOD and SAVIOUR. That Ye may be de- 
livered from all your Tranſgreffions, and Iniquity 
may. not be your Ruin.— To take away all your 
Reluctance, He pleads, He expoſtulates ; y will 
ye die? Why will Ye deſtroy yourſelves; and be 
undone for ever ?—That you may have no Doubt 
of a free Pardon and a favourable Reception, He 
fan ſwears by Himſelf; by his own Life and 


„ Ila. l. 3, 8. / 4 Back. xxxiii, 11. 
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immortal Perfections; that He has no Pleaſure in your 
Death, but ſhall rejoice, infinitely * in your 
Recovery and Salvation. 

Here then You have the Promiſe, the Invitation, 
the Oath of the LORD. Can there be greater En- 
couragement? Will not this threefold Cord draw 
"You? — Should You ſay ; ©* I cannot turn. I am 
« tied and bound with the Chain of my Corruptions. 
« Ol that CHRIST” — Fear not, He will, He will, 
He that ſends his Miniſter to give You, this Ex- 
hortation; He that has ſent His SPIRIT to work 
this Deſire in your Soul; He that ſpilt His Blood to 
obtain all Bleſſings: for. you; He will. put forth his 
Strength, and turn You, to Himſelf. He firetched 
forth his Hand, and ſaved Peter from ſinking i in the 
tempeſtuous Sea. What He, did to Him, is a Pat- 
tern and a Pledge of what, He will do for you.— 
Only continue to ſeek his Face. Let your Heart 
talk of Him. Set his. unbounded Goodneſs and 
Almighty Power before your Eyes... Meditate on 
his infinite Propitiation and incomprehenſible Merits. 
Conſider his everlaſting / Righteouſneſs, and never- 
ceaſing Interceſſion. Look. upon all theſe as yout 
own. To look upon them as your own, You'have a 
Warrant; x ek have a Command,—And if CHRIST 
has, done ſo great Things for You, Lou may aſ- 
ſuredly believe, that, in his due Time, in his wiſe 
Manner, He will bring you ſpiritual, Health and Cure. 
He will carry on what, He has begun, and enable 
vou to grow. in Grace. He will comfort your 
Hearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good Work. 

Shall I proceed ? — I have already been copious ; 
perhaps, ſomewhastedieus. Vet Vou will Bear with 


me, 


me, 
Yes, 

I am 
ſaadir 
and n. 
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me, on this diſtinguiſhed and ſolemn Occaſion. 
Yes, You will bear with me a little longer. For 
I am loth, very loth to diſmiſs You, without per- 
ſuading You, Perſuading! Alas, T cannot. GOD, 
and none but GOD, can — Fapheth u. Howe- 
ver, as an Inſtrument in His all- powerful Hand, 
let me addreſs You once again. 

J obſerve ſeveral Perſons here, on this Day of 
Humiliation, who very rarely attend the publick Wor- 
ſhip.— Why, my Friends, why do you wrong your 
own Souls? Why do You withdraw yourſelves from 
the Preaching of the Goſpel ? Know ye not, that JE. 
SUS pafſeth by + in the Way of his Ordinances? Here 
you may, like Bartimeus of old, approach the Son of 
David, and obtain Recovery of your Sight. Here you 
may obtain Faith and" Holineſs. Faith cometh by 
Hearing, and Holineſs by the Word of GOD. And 


are not theſe Bleffings worth your Attendance ? Can 


you live happily without them; Can you die com- 


fortably without them? Or can You, without them, 


be prepared to meet your GOD, when He cometh 

to judge the World ? — Why ſhould You forſake 
the aſſembling. yourſelves together? Do you hear 
terrifying or diſtreſſing Doctrines, in this Place? E 
not this the Houſe of Praiſe,” as well as of Prayer ? 


Does not the joyſiu/ Sound echo under theſe Roofs? 


Is not CHRIST ſet forth crucified before Your Eyes? 
Crucified for ſuch Offenders as You | Crucified, that 


ſuch- Offenders as You, may be pardoned; may be. 


accepted; may be glorified? And will you deſpiſe 
ſuch a divinely eompaffionate SA VIOURT Will 
+ Matt. xx. 30. 


Gen. ix. 27. 
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You refuſe ſuch aſtoniſhingly rich Mercies? O 
that hereafter You may be glad, when they ſay unte 
You, Let us go into the Courts of the LORD *. 

Should my Wiſhes prove vain, I have at leaſt 
delivered my Meſſage. If you periſh through Ob- 
ſtinacy and Unbelief, I am clear from your Blood. 
J call Heaven and Earth to witneſs, You have been 
warned; Y ou have been infirufted ; You have been 
exhorted. You cannot ſay, You periſh for Lack of 
Knowledge. For Life and Salvation have been ſet 
before You ; haye been brought to your very Door ; 
and You are importuned to lay hold of them. You 
will therefore be without Excuſe, and have no Cloke 
for yo.»Guilt. 

But why ſhould I leave You, with ſuch melancholy 
Apprehenſions. Let me hope better Things of You. 
Let me hope, that You will not diſregard the/e Ad- 
monitions; however You may have diſregarded 7 
many Exhortations of this Kind. This is a remark- 
able Day. Ol] that it may be memorable, on Ac- 
count of your turning to GOD. Let this be its Di- 
ſtinction, through all your future Liſe. Let this be 
its Diſtinction, through all the Ages of Eternity. 
That You may ſay — when Death ſummons You 
into the inviſible State; when the Trump of GOD 
calls You to the great Tribunal : when You mingle 
with Saints and Angels, in the Kingdom of Heaven— 
«< Bleffed be GOD for that folemn Day, and its ſa- 
<« cred Exerciſes! That was the Day of my better 
Birth. Then I began to conſider. Then I be- 
« gan to pray. Then I began to ſee my undone 


* Pfal, cxxii, 1. 
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Worl, 
wretc| 
Reco 
dage « 
yet the 


Himſelf ſpeak to the fame Purpoſe ? Is it ſueb a Faſt 
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« Condition, and my extreme Need of a S A- 
« VIOUR. Then too I ſaw FESUS, giving Him- 
« ſelf a Sacrifice for my Sins, and redeeming me to 


« GOD with his Blood.” — Happy ! Thrice happy ! * 


Inexpreſſibly happy Day ! if zhus, if thus improved! 


You have, I preſume, abſtained from your uſual | 
Food; as You have been joining in 'Confeffion, 


Supplication, and Prayer. This is well done. But 
this is only Half; rather it is, by infinite Degrees; 
the ſmalleſt/ Part of your Duty. It is not ſaid; 


When the wicked Man abſtaineth from his uſual - 


Food,; but Ihen He tarneth from his Wickedneſs, 
It is not ſaid, When He joins in publick Confeſſion 
to GOD, but When He doeth that which is lawful 
and right, | T aexn He ſhall /Jave—Heſhall fave his 
Seul——He ſhall fave his Soul alive. O that all, 
from the King on the Throne, to the Labourer in 
the Barn; from the higheſt Nobleman, to the 
meaneſt Tradeſman 3 that all might now be inclined, 
now be enabled, to turn unto the SAVIOUR'of the 


World. In Him Millions, - unnumbered Millions of 
wretched Sinners, have found Recovery and Liberty. 


Recovery from the Death, and Liberiy from the Bon- 
dage of Sin. And (bleſſed be een Grace) 
yet there is Room. | 

Then the national Faſt _ be a ae Ba. 


ing. Whereas, without this all- important Turning 


to the adorable SAVIOUR, What will the Formall- 
ties of our Devotion ſignify? They will de a mere 
Lip. Labour; a religious Trifling. Nay; they will 
de à ſolemn Mockery of the ALMIGHTY; and 
provoke. his Abhorrence.— Does not JEHOY AH 


that 


— 
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that” I have choſe A Day fer a Man to afflit his 
Soul? Is it to bow down his Head as 4 Bulruſh, and to 
ſpread Sackeloth and Abbes under Him? To diſcon- 
tinue your ordinary Buſineſs, and refrain from a 
Meal's Meat? To make a little doleful Lamentation, 
and put up a few Petitions extorted by Fear? Will 
You call this a Fal, ſaith the High and Holy One, 
with an Air of ſovereign Contempt! This an accept- 
able Day to the LORD? No verily ; it is the moſt 
odious Hypocriſy. Like crying, Hail Maſter, with 
the Tongue; while Treachery and Enmity fill the 
Heart, Unleſs You turn to CHRIST, that You 
may be waſhed; that You may be juſtified; that 
You may be ſanctified. That, having Remiſſion 
of Sins through his Blood, and Peace of Conſcience 
through his Grace, You may feel. the Bands of 
Wickedneſs looſed, and may become the willing 
Servants of Righteouſneſs. 7 
When this is done, We anſwer the End of our 
ſacred Aﬀembly,. and the Deſign of GOD's alarm- 
ing Viktations. When this is done, We may reaſon- 
ably hope that as Individuals, our Light ſhall breat 
| forth like the Morning, and our Health ſhall ſpring forth 
ſpeedi—that as a Community, the Favour of GOD 
ſhall go before Us, and the Og of the LO R D fhall 
| * our:Reravard *, 
Then may we look tins on our- moſt enraged 
Enemies, and ſay with the Pſalmiſt; Though an Hoi 
of Men ſhould encamp againſt me, yet ſhall not my Heart 
be afruid Then may We look backward to the late 
deſolating Earthquake, and ſuy with the Believers of 
old O is our n wege j wt 1 wil 
2 Ia; lui. 8. 14+ PRI) xxvi. 3. 
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We not fear, though the Earth be removed, and though 
the Mountains be carried into the Midſt of the Sea * 
Then may We look forward to an incomparably 
more dreadful Scene, even to the righteous JUDGE, 
and the great Tribunal, and ſay with the triumphanr 


Apoſtle ; ho hall lay any Thing to our Charge ? It 


is GOD that juſtifieth +. 

Let me intreat You therefore, Brethren, for the 
Sake of your own immortal Souls, and for the Wel- 
fare of our endangered Nation; let me charge You, 
by all that is defirable in Time, and awful in Eter- 
nity ; not to neglect theſe Counſels. Being fo fo- 
lemnly reproved, if You Harden your Neck, your 
Deſtruction cometh ſuddenly, and that without Re- 
medy t. Having theſe Warnings from the divine 
Word, and Warnings from the divine Providence, 


if Ye flill ds wickedly ; it is not Man, it is not an 


Angel, it is GOD HIMSELF who declares; Ye 
Hall be conſumed—even Ye—your Country, and your 


King ||. 
* Pſal. xlvi. 1, 2. + Rom. viii. 33. 1 Prov. 
xxix. 1. || 1 Sam, xii. 25. 
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G A L. vi. 14. 


Ged forbid, that I ſhould glory, ſave in the Croſs 
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST. 


HE Croſs of CHRIST, was the favour- 
ite Topick of St. Pauls Contemplation. 
The Croſs of CHRIST, was the cho- - 
SE ſen Subject of his Sermons, and the 
grand Theme of his Writings, —At all 
Times, and in every Capacity, he profeſſed, he 
avowed, he gloried in, the Croſs of CHRIST 
Nay what is very remarkable, he gloried in nothing 
elſe—And, what is ftill more obſervable, he abbor- 
red the Thought of glorying in any thing elſe. He 
ſpeaks of ſuch a Practice, in the Language of De- 
teſtation and Dread; accounting it a high Degree, 
both of Folly and of Wickedneſs : God forbid, that 
I fbould glory, ſave in the Croſs of our LORD 'FESUS 
CHRIST, oxalate 7" 

It may, therefore, be an Employ worthy of our pre- 
fent Attention, to enquire into the Nature, the 
Reaſonableneſs, and the Wiſdom, of this Reſolution. 
All which, 1 hope, will appear, if we conſider, . 

5 | aint + 
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In 4 I, what the Apoſtle would nt glory. 
| II. In what he did glory. 


II. What Reaſon he had, to dory in the Croſs of 
CHRIST. 


Theſe Points being briefly diſpatched, I ſhall * 
Leave to add a Word of Application ; ſuggeſted by 


the Tenour of the Diſcourſe, and adapted to the Cir- 
cumſtances of my ſeveral Hearers. And may that ado- 


Table FESUS, who has exchanged his Crols for an hea- 
venly Crown, accompany all with his d/v:ne Bleſſmg / 

Let us then enquire, 

I. In what the Apoſtle did not alory Not in the 
c of his Learning, as a Scholar. He was 
brought up at the Feet of Gamaliel; educated by the 
moſt famous Tutor of the Age. Nor was his Ge- 
nius, or his Induſtry, inferior to the other Advanta- 
ges of his Education. Vet all theſe Advantages, 
with their correſpondent Acquiſitions, he accoun- 


ted no better than, pompous Ignorance, or "Tefined 
Folly. | 


Not in the Strictneſ of his Life, as'a 75 —In 


this reſpect, be profited above his Equals : Vas taught 
according to the perfect Manner of the Law of the Fa- 
thers ; after the fireighte/t Seb of their Religion he li- 
ved a Phariſu t. Was zealous, exceedingly zealous, 
of the whole ceremonial Law, and of all the traditi- 
onal Conſtitutions. Which Accompliſhments muſt 


finiſh his Character among his Countrymen; muſt open 
Ads xxii. 3” © 


his 


+. 4 Acts xxvi. 5. 
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his Way to ſome of the firſt Honours of the Nation; 
and gave him a Name among thoſe Worthies, who 
were reputed the Excellent of the Earth. But what o- 
thers counted Gain, this he counted Loſs for CHRIST. 
Not in the Eminency of his Gifts, nor in the Extent 
of his Uſefulneſs, as a Chriſtian Miniſter, —He had 
been caught up into the third Heaven ; had heard the 
Words of God, and ſeen the Viſion of the Almighty ; 
had wrought all manner of Wonders, and Signs, and 
mighty Deeds.—W hat was ſtill more valuable, he 
had planted Churches, and converted Souls, His 
Labours were gone out into all Lands, and his 
Words into the Ends of the Earth. — Vet all theſe 
Acquirements, before the infinite GOD, were defec- 
tive. All theſe Performances, in point of Juſtification, 
were, mfufficient, Therefore, in none of ' theſe he 
gloried. Which reminds me. of the ſecond. Enquiry. 


IT. In what the Apoſtle did glory? He gloried in 
a Croſs, Strange] what ſo ſcandalous. as ax Crofs F 
On a Croſs rebellious Slaves were executed. The 
Croſs was execrable among Men, and accurſed even 
by GOD *. Yet the Apoſtle glories in the Craſs.— 


does not ſound: ſo. harſh; neither is the. Idea fo Horrid. 
But to the Ear of a Galatian, it conbey d much the 


ſame Meaning, as if the Apoſtle had gloried in a al- 


ter; gloried in the Gallows ; gloried in a Gibbet +. 
| 7000 1. « Stupid 

| Gal. in. 13. . | 
+ Some Perſons, I am informed, were diſguſted at 
theſe Words, Halter, Gallows, Gibbet. They are ſo hor- 
ridly contemptible !—To whom 1 would reply; That 


*%. 
hy 


Crucifixion not being uſed among us, the Exprefflon | 


the Croſs, in point Wer and Torment, * 
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© « Stupid Creature! (perhaps ſome may reply.) To 
« undervalue the moſt ſubſtantial Endowments, and 
glory in Infamy itſelf !* — But ſtop a Moment, 
and hear the Apoſtle farther. He glories in the Croſs 
of CHRIST; that illuſtrious Perſon, who was anoin- 
ted to be the all- inſtructing Prophet, the all-atoning 
Prieft, and the all-conquering King of the Church. — 
In the Croſs of CHRIST FESUS; who by the Diſ- 
charge of all thoſe important Offices, ſhould ſave his 
People from the Dominion of Sin, and from the 
Damnation of Hell. —In the Croſs of CHRIST 
FESUS, OUR EORD; and not ours only, but 
LORD of All. Who doeth according to his Will, 
m the Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 
the Earth. bo hath on hit Veſture, and on his 
Thigh, a Name written, KING OF KINGS, AND 
LoRD OF LORDS +. . 


all this and more. Unleſs the Engliſß Reader forms to 
himſelf ſome ſuch Image, he will never be able to appre- 
hend the ſcandalous Nature, and ſhocking Circumſtances, 
of his Divine Maſter's Death. 

The Words, I muſt confeſs, were &wer/ified, and the 
Sentiment was reiterated, on purpoſe to affect the Mind 
, with This aſtoniſhing Truth. Neither can I prevail upon 
myſlelf to expunge the Expreflions ; unleſs I could ſub- 
ſtitute others of a more igrominious and execrable Im- 
port. Only I would beg of the ſerious Reader, to ſpend a 
Moment in the following RefleQion :—** Is it ſo? That 
* a folite and delicate Ear, can hardly endure ſo much 
as the Sound of the Words? How amazing then was 
* the Condeſcenfion ! How charming and adorable the 
% Goodneſs of GOD's illaſtrious Son; to hear all that 
is ſigniſied by theſe intolerably vile Terms ! Beax it 
„ <villingly, bear it chearfully, for us Men, and our Sal- 
< vation !” | 
Daz. iv. 35. 


| Rev. xix. 16. 1 27 | 
W a | '. "x __ 
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And is it poſſible for any human Heart, to con- 
template the Croſs of fo divine a Being, and not to 
glory ? Is it poſſible to ſay, Angels he rules over you; 
but he died, he died on a Croſs for me; and not exult in 
ſuch tranſporting Beneficence? — This will be | more 
evident, if e examine, . 


III. What Reaſon the Apoſtle had, to glory in the 
Croſs of CHRIST. The Croſs, tho' in itſelf an ig- 
nominious Tree, yet being the Croſs, of CHRIST, 
is infinitely ennobled. It becomes the Tree of Life. 
It bears the divineſt Fruit. Its Cluſters are all pirit- 
ual and heavenly Bleſſings. Two or three of thoſe 
Cluſters, you will permit me to ſelect; and may the 
GOD of all Mercy make them better than a Feaſt, 
to every humble Soul! 

One Bleſfing is the Pardon of Sin. The Pardon 
of all Sin, original and actual : Sin that is remem- 
bered, and Sin that is forgotten: Sin, however cir- 
cumſtanced, or however aggravated. The Pardon 


of all was purchaſed by the Death of CHRIST, — 
completely purchafed; — ſo that, againſt the true Be- 


liever, Sin ſhall never riſe up in Judgment; Hall not 


ſo much as be mentioned unto him * ; ſhall be done away, 


as tho” it had never been. For thus faith the Em- 
baſſador of the Prince of Peace; Be it tnawn unto, 
&« von, Men and Brethren, thut thro' this Man is preach- 
ce ed unto you the Forgiveneſs of Sins; and by him all 
<< that believe are juſtified from all Things 4. Oh my 
Soul! My guilty Soul! What are all the Kingdoms 
of the Wars ang the Glories of thew, e. 


„ Ezek. XViii.' 22, + AR aki, 30% 
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this ineffable . Vet wack is wiped one — a 


Multitude. 
Another Benefit, amen em hs Crofs of 


| CHRIST, is Reæconciliation with G O D. — ben we 


were Enemies, we were reconciled to G0 D, by the 
Death of his Son . Not pardoned only but accepted; 

from a State of Enmity, reſtored to a State of Favour ; 
even that Favour, which. is batter than Life +. — A 
Privilege of ſuch ſuperlative Excellency, that it was 
celebrated in the Hymns of Angels. When the hea- 
venly Hoſt uttered a Song, this was the Subject of 
their harmonious Joy : Glory be to GOD in the High- 
aft ; : and n Earth Peace; Good. will towards Men f. 

ec By the Birth of this wonderful Child, and the 
« Death he ſhall ſuſtain, Peace is made between 
« Heaven and Earth. And not Peace only, but a 
« divine Friendſhip $ commences. GOD regards the 
ce poor apoſtate Race of Men, not only without In- 


* Rom. v. 10, W. Palm bxiii, 4 4 Luke i Mi. 14. 


8 There ſeems to be a beautiful Gradation, . in this 
FEM: Hymn. Good-4vill is more expreflive, and de- 
notes a richer Blefling, than ' Peace. — The Ori riginal 
Eu done, i is a Word of the moſt amiable and noble Mean - 
ing. It fignifies a very high Eſleem, and a very tender Be- 
nevolence, By a Word of the ſame Import, the Almighty 


FATHER expreſſes his infinite Satisfaction, in the Per- 
ſon and Undertaking of his beloved SON. Matt. ni. 17. 


Would my Reader have the livelieſt Paraphraſe on this 
Paſlage } Or 1 the Actings of this divine Complacency, 


deſcnbed with inimitable Delicacy ? Let him attend to 


the Prophet Zephaniah : The LORD thy G OD, in the 
midſt of — is nigliy. He will ſave: He will rejoice 
over Thee with Jay: He will reft in his ns 3 will joy 
ever Thee with fanging, Ch. iii, 27. 4, 


I TY7 5 © dignaion 
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<« dignation, but with Complacency and Delight. 
«6 Hie rejoices over them, to de them Good *." 
Another Benefit is Holineſs : Or, if you' pleaſe, 
the true, the Chriſtian Morality.—Let none think, 
the Believer in ZESUS diſparages true Morality. True 
Morality is the Image of the bleſſed GOD. It is moſt 
charmingly delineated, throughout the whole Bible. 
It is the Beginning of Heaven in the human Soul. And 
its proper Origin is from the Croſs of our Divine MAS- 
TER. For through the Merits of his Death, Sinners 
are made Partakers of the HOLY SPIRIT; who writes 
upon their Hearts, and makes legible in theit Conver- 
ſation, what was antiently written upon the Mitre of 
the High-Prieſt, HoLiness To THE LokD—And oh 
what a Mttve is the Croſs of CHRIST, to the Exerciſe 
of every Virtue! He died; my LORD, my JUDGE, 


my KING, diad; to redeem me from all Iniguity, and 


make me zealous of good Mortis. How powerfully, far 
beyond any naked {nſiruttions, or abſtract} Reaſonings, 
do ſuch Conſiderations invite us—urge us—conftrain 
us +5 to fenounce all Ungodlineſs, and adorn the Go- 
ſpel of GOD our SAV OUR! 

Another Bleſſing is, Victory over Death. — This 
alſo is the Fruit of that once deteſted, but now ever 
beloved, Tree. Je or thus it is written; That, 1 


| vr Deut. xxviil. | " 1 2 Cor. v. 14. 


Religion] Thou the Soul of Happineſs; 
And, groaning Calvary, of Thee l There ſhine 
The nobleſt Truths; there, ſtrongeſt Motives WAR! 
There, ſacred Violence aſſaults the Soul; 
Tperes Ne but n is forborne. 
* Night- Thoughts, Ne IV. 


Death, 
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Death, he might deſtroy him who had the Power of Death; 
that is, the Devil; and deliver them who, through Fear 
of Death, were all their Life-time ſubject uo Bondage . 
The Devil is faid to have the Power of Death; be- 
cauſe, by temptirſe,” too ſucceſsfully, our firſt Parents, 
he brought Death into the World; becauſe by tempt- 
ing their Poſterity to Sin, and too often prevailing, 
he arrays Death in Horror; he arms Death with its 
Sting. But CHRIST, by expiating our Guilt has diſ- 
armed this laſt Enemy; has taken away its Sting 
and made it not Loſs, but Gain to die 4. — The Gay, 
and the Healthy, know not how to form an Eſtimate 
of this Deliverance: Nor can any Words of mine de- 
ſcribe it, with proper Energy. Go to-dying Beds; 
there you will learn its true Worth. Aſk ſome agoni- 
zing Friend; he, and he alone, can tell you, what 
a Bleſſing it is, to have the King of Terrors con- 
verted into a Meſſenger of Peace. 

- One Bleffing more I would mention, and earneſtly 
with it, in due Time, to all my Hearers; An En- 
trance into Heaven. This too is the Produce of our 
Redeemer's Croſs, —St. ohm faw a bright Aſſembly 
of happy Beings, clothed with white Robes, and 
Palms in their Hands; rejoicing before the Throne 
of GOD. Theſe, faid one of the venerable Elders, 
are they who came out of great Tribulation, and have 
waſhed their Robes, and made them white in the Blood 
of the LAMB. Trxrer ors are they before thi Throne}. 
w—T hey came out of great Tribulation : They ſuffered, 
it is probable, j in the Service of CHRIST. | Perhaps, 


-* Heb. ii. 14, 15. l Fl i. 21. 1 Rev. vi. 9. 
* *＋ they 
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they laid down their Lives for his Sake. But this 
was not their Paſſport into the Regions of Bliſs.— 
They waſhed their Robes in the Blood of the LAM B; 
They had applied to their own Souls, the Merits and 
Atonement of the crucified FESUS, © By this means, 
they were preſented without Spot and blameleſs. On 
this Account, they were admitted to © fee the King 
& of Heaven in his Beauty *; and to be ever, ever 
with the LORD. 

Since then the Croſs of CHRIST, was demon/trative 
of ſuch ſtupendous Love; lince it is productive of Be- 
nefits, innumerable, invaluable, and eternal; was 
there not a Cauſe, for the Apoſtle to glory on this Be- 
balf —Nay, might not the very Stones have cried 
out, to reproach him with Inſenſibility and Ingratitude 
if he had neglected to glory in the Croſs of CHRIST? 
— And ſince this Love was ſhewed; theſe Benefits 
were procured ; not for Him only, but for Us, and 
for all-Generations ; does not this afford me an Op- 
portunity, of applying the Docttine to each potion 
** T. 


1. Let me addreſs, or rather let me congratulate, 
my Brethren in the Miniſtry.— Though you cannot 


controul the Laws of Nature; though you cannot ſee 


into the Secrets of Futurity; you have the ſame Cauſe 
of Glorying, with the very chiefeſt of the Apoſtles. 


A Cauſe of Glorying, which that holy Man of GOD 


eſteemed, far above all ſuch A ann 
You RAVE the _ of ee þ 


In xxl 17. 
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For your Study, as Men: 
1 or your Hope, as Chriſtians : 
For your Preaching, as Mini/ters. 


For your Study, as Men. Here, the reaſoning Fa- 
culties may exert themſelves, with everlaſting Im- 
provement, and everlaſting Delight.—Here, we con- 
template the Wonders, the unparalleled Wonders, 
of a GOD made Man: Dying, as a Pattern of Pati- 
ence; as a Martyr for Truth; as an all- perfect Sa- 


crifice for 8in.— Here, the LORD JEHOVAH hath 


fully granted, what his Servant Moſes & fo earneſtly 


| requeſted He hath made all his Glory to paſs, before 


the aſtoniſhed Eyes of Angels, and of Men.—Here, 
Juſlice has ſet her moſt awful Terrors in Array; even 


while Goodneſs appears, with inexpreſſible Lovelineſs, 


and the moſt attractive Beauty. Here, Truth, more 
unſhaken than a Rock, takes her immoveable Stand; 
and Merey; tenderer than the Mother's Tear, yearns 
with Bowels of everlaſting Pity.—In a word; the 


Croſs of CHRIST is a conſpicuous Theatre, on which 


all the Divine Perſections unite and harmonize, and 
ſhine forth with tranſcendent Luſtre. 

As Chriftiens, we have, in the Croſs of CHRIST, 
the [riche/t Proviſion for our own Spiritual Wants. 
This is a Foundation of the ſublimeſt Hope, and a 


Fountain of the moſt exuberant Foy... This affords 


Matter for the deepeſt Humility, and yields Fuel for 
the moſt flaming Love. Faith in our cruciied FESUS, 

is an ever · active Principle of the moſt chearful and 
exact Obedience: Is an ample * inexhauſtible Ma- 


Exod. xxxiii. 18. F 
gazine, 


< ew LY 
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gazine, from which we may fetch Arms to conquer; 
abſolutely conquer, the Allurements of the World, 
the Solicitations of the Fleſh, and the Temptations of 
the Devil.— By this, a Way is opened for us into the 
Holy of Holies; and what may we not venture to aſk, 
what may we not expect to receive, who have the 
Blood of the everlaſting Covenant to plead, in all our 
Approaches to the Throne of Grace? Having, 
therefore, ſuch an HioH-PRIE SH; having in his Croſs, 
unſearchable Riches ; Who ſhall make our glorying 
void? What ſhall hinder us from rejoicing and ſay- 
iag ? © Bleſſed be GOD, for theſe opening Beauties 
« of Spring! Bleſſed be GOD, for the expected 
« Fruits of Autumn! Bleſſed be GOD, for ten thou- 
ſand thouſand Gifts of his indulgent Providence 
© But above all, bleſſed be GOD, for the Croſs of 
« CHRIST /” 

As Miniſlers of the Goſpel, We are not left to ſet 
before our Hearers, a Syſtem of refined Heatheniſm 3 
or to entertain them with cold, /piritleſs Lectures of 
Virtue, No; we have the infinitely tender Love, the 
immenſely free Grace, of the bleeding dying IMMA+ 
NUEL; to difplay—to improve—to enforce. And is 
there a Topick, in the whole Compals of Oratory; is 
there an Argument, amidſt all the Stores of Ren- 
ſon; ſo admirably calculated to touch the fine/? 
Movements of the Soul? To: ſtrike all the inme/ 
Springs of Action, with the moſt perſuaſive, the 
moſt .commanding, Energy? — Would we alarm 


the Supine, or intimidate the Preſumptuous * We 


may call them to behold GOD's own SON, welter- 


ing in Blood; GOD's own: SON, transfixed with 


fas Arrows of Juſtice, We may bid them con- 
ſider; 
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ſider ; if Judgment begins with the immaculate Me- 
diator, where ſhall the irreclaimable Sinner appear? 
How will he cape the Stroke, how bear the Weight, 
of GOD's everlaſting Vengeance? Would we com- 
fort the Diſtreſſad? We may point them to an Atone- alle 
ment, whoſe Merits are infinite, and able to ſave to 
the very uttermaſt . We may lead them to a Righte- 
ouſneſs, whoſe Efficacy is unbounded, and ſufficient to 

Juſtify the Ungodly. And what Balm can be fo ſove- 11 
reign, for a wounded Conſcience ? Are we to ſup- a 
port the aal, and. animate the Daoubting ? Here, 
we may ſhew. them Promiſes ; free Promiſes + ; ex- '2 
ceeding great and precious. Promiſes ; ratified by the are 
Oath of JEHOV AH, and ſealed by the Blood of his alon 
Son. And what Cordjials can be fo. reſtorative, to writ 


the drooping Chriſtian? ., | Stat 
In ſhort ; the Doctrine of the Croſs, is ſuited to LO 
anſwer all the great Ends of our Miniſtry, and pro- 
mote-all the truly valuable Intergſis of our People. L 
By this, the HOLY SPIRIT delights to work. And Fort 
this, O Satan, ſhall be thy Plague. This, O Sin, 1 L 
ſhall be thy. Deſiruttion 4. However, therefore, the „ 
Croſs might be to the Fews 2 Stumbling- block, and 9 Li 
to the Greeks Fooliſnneſs; GO D forbid; that . on 4 
ſhould glory in any thing elſe Let this be the Apa M 
| | nb ei M 
V Heb. vii. 25. — 
+ To Man the bleeding Croſs has promis'd all: M 
The bleeding Crofs has ſworn eternal Grace: M 


Who gave his Life, what Grace will He deny ? 
Night-Thoughts, N * IV. 


} Hoſ. xiii. 14. 


IV. 
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and Omega, the Beginning and Ending “, of all our 
publick Miniſtrations.— Let Us leave a Savour of this 
Knowledge, which is far better than' precious Oint- 


ment, in every private Company. Let it appear from 
all our Converſation; That the A ections of our Heart, 


and the Labours of our Life, are devoted, wholly 


devoted, to our adored REDEEMER's Croſs.— 
Happy the People, who are under the Care of ſuch 
Miniſters ! and bleſſed the Miniſters, who walk ac- 
cording to this Rule ! 


2. Let me exhort all true Bekevers, Thoſe, who 
are vile in their own Eyes, and to whom CHRIST 
alone ĩs precious. Remember, Brethren, what is 
written in the Prophet: It is a Deſcription of your 
State: It is a Direction for your Conduct. In the 
LORD, the LORD JESUS CHRIST, Hall all abe 
Seed of Tſracl be jaftified, and in HIM hall they glory +. 

Let none ſay, that Religion is a gloomy or uncom- 
fortable State : I call upon you, this Day to rejoice t. 
r none ſay that Religion is a mean or deſpicable 


The Author, who could write the firited and weigh- 
ty Lines which follow, muſt doubtleſs have this Convicti- 


on deep on his Heart : 
| — my A- 
My Theme! My Inſpi 7 and My Grown | | 
My Strength in Age! My Riſe in low Eſtate 
My Soul's Andino, — Wealth!“ — My World ! 
My Light in Darkneſs ! and my Life in Death | 
— y Boaſt through Time ! Bliſs through — ! 
My Sacrifice ! My Gd“ What Things are ' 
Night Thoughts, Ne IV. 


IIa. xiv. 
1 'Tis this makes * Triumph, a Command: 
 *Tis this dae Joy a hy the Wiſe. | 
ight Thoughts, N* IV. 
Tg : 
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Thing: I call upon you this Day, to glory. And 
have the divine Authority for both *.—You will diſ- 
honour the bleſſed FESUS; you will diſparage his ſur- 
paſſing Excellency ; if you do not confide in him, and 
make your Beg of him. CHRIST is King 
of Heaven; CHRIST is Judge of the World; 
CHRIST is GOD over all. And of ſuch a SAVI- 
OUR ſhall we not glory? Yes, verily: And in all 
Circumſtances, and on every Occaſion. 

Amidſt your manifold Infir mities, etoryi in CHRIST. 
For, though he was crucified in Weakneſs, he hath 
all Power, in Heaven and Earth. And it is written 
before Him; it is one of his immutable Decxees ; 
Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you f. Amidſt your 
various Failings, glory in CHRIST. For, his Righ- 
teouſneſs covers all your Imperfections; his Righte- 
ouſneſs ſecures You from Wrath and Condemnation ; 
and, though deficient in yourſelves, you are complete 
in him . VUnder the Preſſure of Tribulation, lift up 
your Heads, and glory in the Croſs. Becauſe, theCap- 
tain of your Salvation, was made perfect through Suf- 
ferings: If You ſuffer with Him, You ſhall alſo reign 
with Him. And the Sufferings of this preſent Time, are 
not'worthy to be compared with the Happineſs, which 
CHRIST hath purchaſed with his Agonies, and will 
- quickly beſtow on his People. When Deathapproach- 
es; Death Ga cuts off the 1 of Princes, and is terri- 


Bs abi uuns, che Word in our Text, Jenates the Act 
of Rqoicing, as well as of Glorying. Thus it is tranſlated, 
Rom. v. 11. And indeed this it ys implies. — See 
Eſal. v. 11. Pal. exlix. 5. Sept. Tranſl. 


't Rom, vi. 14. 1 Coloſſ. ii. 10. 
18 ble 
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ble among the Kings of the Earth; do you ſtill glory 
in the Croſs. Adhering to this Banner, you may 
boldly and triumphantly ſay ; O Death, Where is thy 
Sting? O Grave, Where is thy Victory * ?—When 
that great, tremendous Day ſhall come, which puts an 
End to Time and terreſtrial Things ; when that aw- 
ful, that majeflick Voice, is heard, which commands all 
the Race of Adam to appear at the Bar; then, my 
dear Brethren in CHRIST, then alſo ſhall you glory 
in the Croſs, When others, inan Agony of Terror, 
call upon Rocks to fall on them, and Mountains to 
overwhelm them; This ſhall be your ſedate Appeal; 
rather, this ſhall be your heroick Challenge: Ibo ſhall 
lay any thing to the Charge of GOD's Ele? It is GOD 
that -juſtifieth. Who is he that condemneth ? It is 
CHRIST that died +.— Then ſhall you enter the 
Harbour of eternal Reſt ; not like a ſhipwrecked Ma- 
riner, cleaving to ſome broken Plank, and hardly 
eſcaping the raging Waves ; but like ſome ſtately 


® 1 Cor. xv. 55. This is evidently the Language of a 

„ addreſſed to ſome formidable, but van quiſped 
Enemy.—We ſhall form no improper Idea of this x" ni- 
ficant and beautiful Paſſage; . if we picture to ourſelyes 
the good Apoſtle, in the Attitude of thoſe Hebrew Cap- 
tains, who ſet their Feet on the Necks of the five 
Canaanitiſh Kings, 726. x. 24. If we ſuppoſe him, in 
ſach a Poſture, to utter this animated Exclamation, or ra- 
ther this Inſult, over the two grand, but proſtrate 
Adverſaries of Mankind: O Death! Where i: now 
* | thy Sting! Since CHRIST has explated Sin, by the Sa. 
b crifice of himſelf? O Grave! Where is now thy Vito: * 
<< x32 Since CHRIST is both riſen himſelf, and has aſcer- 

* tained to his People a joyful ReſurreQion ? * | * 


' 1 Rom. viii. 33,34. eee 
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Veſſel, with all her Sails expanded, and riding before 
a proſperous 882 . 


3. Let me exution the Self- ee Thoſe, who 
more frequently think of their own Piety, than of 
CHRIST's Obedience ; are more apt to cry out with 
the Phariſee, I am no Fan no Adulterer; than 
to confeſs with the Publican, GOD be merciful to me 
a Simmer. What ſhall I ſay to theſe Perſons? Let me 
not be thought cenſorious, when my only Aim is to 
be faithful. Beware, I beſeech you beware, leſt you 
build for Eternity, not on a Rock, but on the Sand. 
However you may appear in your own Sight; before 
the adorable Majeſty of the everlaſting GOD, before 
the conſummate Perfection of his: holy Law, you are 
leſs than nothing; you are worſe than nothing. 
You are, indeed you are, Deficiency and Sin, Re- 
nounce, therefore, renounce all Dependence on Self, 
Truft no longer in a Refuge of Lyes : Left all your 
admired Attainments, at the Day of final Retribu- 

tion, be like Stra, and Hay, and Stubble, in Nebu- 


chadnezzar's burning fiery Furnace, —Imitate the bleſ- 
' ſed Penman of my Text. Are you blameleſs in your 
external Carriage? So was he. Are you exemplary 
in many Points? So was he, Yet all this Righte- 
ouſneſs he accounted but Dung, for the Ea of the 


st. Peter's Expreſſion, Eioodb; wawrw; 
s too nervous, and too noble, to admit of an 


2 r 
. ped ravflatiba. The above Compariſon is, I think; 
A 2 Illustration of the delicate Sentiment, and the 
delightful Doctrine. A Ship wafted into the Port, un- 

der the full Inflience of Wind and Tide, ſeems to afford 
the fineſt Repreſentation of à large, a rich, an abundant 


Entrance. 2 Pet. i. 11 
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Krowledge of CHRIST JESUS his LORD *. — Be 
this your Pattern, Write Emptineſs upon your own 
Duties; Emptines upon your.own Works; and you 
ſhall be filled with all the Fulneſi of GOD your Sa- 
VIOUR, Every other Cauſe of glorying will be like 
the morning Cloud, or the early Dew, which paſ- 
ſeth away t. But this Cauſe of glorying, will „land 
faft for evermore as the Moon, and as the 2 Mit- 


neſs in Heaven J. 


Can I conclude, without ali. a Word'of Ad- 
monition to the /7/iched? Thoſe I mean, who are 
Enemies to the Croſs of CHRIST; who mind 
earthly Things; but neither hunger nor thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs My Soul remembers. the Worm- 
wood and the Gall of ſuch a State; and cannot but 
tenderly pity theſe unhappy People.—Alas! my 
Friends, what have you to glory in? The Devil and 
his Angels expect, ere long, to glory in your De- 
ſtruction. Thoſe” malignant Fiends are eying you, 
as their Prey, and are impatient to begin your Tor- 
ment. Great, inexpreſſibly great, is your Danger. 
The LORD Almighty open your Eyes to diſcern it! 
— Nevertheleſs, your Caſe is not deſperate. You 
may yet be delivered, as a Bird out of the Snare of 
«| the Fowler.“ : Look unto the crucified FE SUS. 
Thy does he hang on that bloody Tree? y are his 
Hands pierced with Iron? V is his Body racked 
with Pain? y his Heart torn with Anguiſh ? It is 
for you, Sinners, for vous That Blood is poured out, to 
cleanſe you from Guilt. Thoſe Wounds are ſuſtained, 
to heal your Conſciences, That Anguiſh is endured, 
to obtain Reſt for your Souls. In that mangled Body 


Phil. iii. 8. + Hoſ. yi. 4. 1 Pfal. Ixxxix. 36. 
©". £30, dwells 
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wells all the Fulneſs of the Godbead . Great, beyond 
Imagination great, is the Merit of thoſe Sufferings. 
Why then, OI why will you die? Why will you 
periſh for ever; who have an all-ſufficient Propitiation 
in the Croſs of CHRIST? Fly to this Sanctuary. Fly, 
before it be too late. Fly, without a Moment's De- 
lay. Tis an inviolable Sanctuary. None ever periſhed, 
- that fled by Faith to the compaſſionate, the divinely 
compaſſionate Redeemer. —His Death ſhall be a full 
Satisfaction for your Iniquities. A Senſe of his immenſe- 
ly rich Goodneſs ſhall zin your Affections; ſhall 
incline (what all the Threatenings of Damnation 
could never effect), ſhall incline you, to laath your 
Sins, and to love his Service; ſhall ſmooth your Path, 
and expedite your Progreſs to the N of 1 immor- 
tal Honour and Joy. | 

Having now, with great Plainneſs of Speech, addreſ- 
ſed my Brethren in the Miniſiry; having exhorted Be- 
lievers; cautioned the Self-righteous; and warned the 
HWickedz let me commend the Whole to your ſerrous 
Necollection, and to GOD's gracious Beneiliction.— 
And, O LORD moſt holy! O GOD moſt migh- 
<« ty! O holy and merciful SAVIOUR ! by thine 
© Agony and bloody Sweat—by thy Croſs and Paſſion” 
let not the Word, now ſpoken, be in vain in the 
LORD! Amen, and Amen. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


ON THE. 


PREVAILING CusTon 


OF 
Vis ne on SUNDAY 


The Sentiments here offered wi the devil Ein 
of profaning the Sabbath will probably be a Satisfac+ 
lrel. tion to every ſerious Reader, and be productiue of much 
| Good, eſpecially as it is in every Bodys Power, tage- 
form one, and as then his own Conduit will be a tacit 


5 | Reprodf to his Acquaintance, who may probably through 
4 bis Example be induced to weigh theſe Praceedipgs. at- 
ioh- tentively, and no longer. follow a Multitude to do 
Bo Evil.—It is certainly a Matter of Importance to en- 
Eon” quire whether Sunday Viſits are juſtifiable upon the 
. Principles of Scripture and of Reaſon ? as the canſci- 


entious Obſervation. of the Sabbath bas of late Years 

| been ſo much diſregarded ; and as it is now become the 
principal Day of Viſiting among Perſons of all Ranks. 

The chief Advocates for the Continuance of fuch a Prac- 

tice ſhould methinks defend it publickly, that their Ar- 

| _ guments may be properly examined, if (in their. Opi- 
ih uin) ſuch a Cuſtom can admit of any rational De. 
* And” ak who are ſufficiently convinced by 
G hai 


Wt 
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Conſiderations on 


- auhat is here. advanced, ſhould reſolve to difeontinue 
Sunday Viſits . themſelves, and diſcountenance them in 

others, as far as they can conſiſtent with Decency and 

Prudence. — bat the Number. of fuch 1well- -diſpoſed 
* Perſons may be datly increafthg is is undoubtedly the hear- 
ty Wiſh of every one who is ſincerely deſirous of pro- 
moting the Glory of GOD, and the Good of Mankind, 


Qu. Whether 4 15 right,/ f \TRULY-$ERIOUS 
Perſons to viſit on Sundays? 


HE Perſons here mentioned, are the 


Matters 


As to mam People, it 

t whether they are at home 
| : or abroad: GOD is not in all their 
Thoughts ; they have no Concern for 


their eil Welfate; they therefore are, in every 
Place, altogether and Mike unprofitable. 


But when we 


begin'to diſcern the Things that are 


excellent; when we ſincerely defire to obtain Sal- 
<« vation, with eternal Glory, by JESUS CHRIST;” 
then, whether it be proper to fall in the prevailing 
Cuſtom of viſiting on Sundays? is the Queſtion. 

Were our Companions religious, and was our 
1 Converſation edifying, I ſhould make no ſcruple to 


my Voice in the Affirmative. 


Every Parlour would 


then be a little Sanctuary; would echo back the Ex- 
hortations, and ſecond the Deſigns of the Pulpit. 
And we might truly ſay, It is good for us to be herr. 
But, alas! where do we find ſuch Company? 
When do we hear ſuch Converſation? The general 
Converfation is all Impertinence. Not fo. much as 


. 
- 


a, 


_ Faſoned we, a rin) of Religion. They talk of Vanity 
| every 
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every" one with bis Neighbour, Pſalm xii. 2. For which 
Reaſon, I cannot think it ſafe or expedient, allow- 
able or innocent, HABITUALLY to viſit on Sundays. 

It is-inconſiſtent with the beſt Example. I was in 
the Spirit on the LOR D's-Day, ſays St. John. I was 
filled with the Communications of the HOL 
SPIRIT, giving me clear Views of CHRIST, 
bright Hopes of Glory, and ſhedding abroad the Love 
of GOD in my Heart. But is this compatible with 
the idle, trifling, infignificant Chat, which n 
our ordinary Viſits? 

--OBJEcTtion I. Will it be ſaid, the Apoſtle's 
was a peculiar Caſe ? I anſwer, it was a peculiarly-hap- 
fy Caſe. And will a prudent Chriſtian relinquiſh the 
Proſpect of ſuch umſpeakable Happineſs, for the moſt” 
empty and deluſive Amuſement ? But, I believe, it 
was not peculiar to the Apoſtle ; rather the common 
Privilege of all Believers; written as a Pattern for 
their Practice, and to be the run of on men 
tions. el een 

It. is contrary v. Divine Protibition, The ne- 
gatiye:Law; relating to the Sabbath, is, Not daingtiy 
rund ayt, not finding thy own Pleaſure, not ſpeaking thyotun 
Words, Iſaiah lviii. 13. Not doing thy own Ways; ab- 
ſtaining from ſecular Buſineſs, and all worldly Purſuits. 
Not finding thy oum Pleaſure; renouncing all thoſeRecre- 
ations and Amuſements; which may tend to gratify thy 
Taſte, not to gloriſy thy almighty LORD. Not ſpeaking 
thy own Words ; converſing on ſpiritual, ſublime and 


heavenly Subjects, not on low, earthly, temporal Mat- 


ters, which, having no Reference to the Creatotꝰ Ho- 
e are therefore: called thy own; However ſome 
Xx hes People 
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People may act, or whatever they may think, this. 
the expreſs and unalterable Law, eſtabliſhed by the 
GOD of Heaven. Whether. it be poſſible to mingle 
in modiſh Company,; and obey. this Law. let thoſe 
judge who are acquainted with the World. 

It breaks the Divine Command. The poſitive Law 


relating to the Sabbath, is, Remember the Sabbath- Day, 


to keep it hay. REMEMBER, take particular Notice 
of THIS Injunction. It is a Duty greatly to be re- 

garded, and moſt conſcientiouſly to be obſerved; 
Upon the due Obſervance of this, our Diſpoſition and 
Ability, to obſerve the other Precepts, in good Mea- 


ſure, depends. Kzep it holy; devote it to holy Pur- 


- poſes; ſpend. ĩt in holy:Exerciſes;z and not barely an 


Hour or two; not barely the Intervals of private and 
publick Devotion 3 ;; but, the Day; the Sabbath- day; 
the whole. Day. Neither will the whole Day be too 
long, i we make Conſcience. of diſcharging the ſeve - 
ral / Duties. of Religion, Reading; and Meditation; 
Prayer and Praiſe; Teaching our Children, and in- 
ſtructing ous Domeſtieks; examining our Hearts, and 
taking hoed to our Ways. All theſe Offices, if pro- 
perly. perforrued, will. leave very little, rather no 
Time for. unneceſſar Elogements. And ſhalt we 
huddle over all/theſb important Offices, or totally negs: 
lect ſome of them, only to iadulge ourſelves in the 
moſt unproſitable Levities ? at once doing. an Injury 


to our ſpirtud a, ee. the Divine 


Hrecopt. 
I fear, it will be a kind of 3 de bleſe 


ſed: Miſter, Heb. vi- 6. This Expreſſion we have 
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implied 
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implied in it, and indeed from the very Likelihood of 
contracting it. But let us be reminded, that we cruciſy 
our LORD afreſh, when we give others Occaſion to 
conclude, that we have very little Efteem for him, or 
Gratitude to him. Conſequently, that he has little 
or no Excellency, for which we or others ſhould. de- 
fire him. Now what elſe can the World conclude, 
when they ſee us giving into the Vanities of a liceny 
tious Mode, on that very Day, which is ſacred to 
* Commemoration of his Reſurrection? . Surely, 

<« might the Children of this World ſay, if theſe 
« Chriſtians had any real Reverenee for their LORD, 
« they would ſhew it on hit own Day. They would 
45 either be retired to coritemplate and adore him; 5 
« or elſe come abroad to exalt and glorify him. But 
60 they come abroad to be as frothy in their Talk, 
c and as trifling in their Temper, as forgetful of their 
« SAVIOUR, and as regardleſs of his Honour, as 
te the moſt arrant Worldling among us all.“ To af- 
ford a Handle for fuch Reflections, is to wound the 


REDEEMER i in tHe Houſe of His Friends. 


It will grieve the HOLY SPIRIT," Epheſ. iv. 30. 
Chriſtians believe, that he is infinitely” wife, all- gra- 
cious, and ever-blefled; that he dwells in their 
Hearts, and is the Source of all their Holineſs and all 
their Happineſs, Therefore we pray daily in dur Li- 
turgy, that the HOLY SPIRIT may not be taken flum 
us, On Sunday, we commemorate the Deſcent of 
this Divine Gueſt ; and are, in a particular Manner, 
to implore his Preſence, and cultivate his Influences. 
But can this be done, by neglecting his expreſs Pro- 


hibition, and breaking his poſitive, Command? BS 


diſregarding 
* 


*% 
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diſregarding the Examples, which he has ſet before 
us; and diſhonouring that SA: FO UR, whom the 
delights” to magnify * Beſides, dare any Mortal pre- 
fume to ſay in his Heart amidſt a Circle of our po- 
lite Viſitants, I am now acting in a Manner, be- 
ic coming my Relation to the Eternal SPIRIT. Theſe 
«© Sentiments and this Diſcourſe are ſuitable to his 
«'Dighity,* Wiſdom, and Glory. A proper Method 
© of celebrating and honouring the Dex ef tie: mira- 
4 citlous Mimon? ?“? 10 Dh 

Should any one aſk, © Whit is meant By grieving 
«the HOLY SPIRIT?" Tt means offending his Ex- 
alted Majeſty, 'and cauſing him to act as Met com- 
monly act, when they are grieved and diß pleaſed With 

any one; they withdraw from his Company, and vi- 

| fit him no more: When. Samuel Was grieved for 
Saul's Miſbebaviour, i it is written, He came no more 
& to- ſee. Saul,” If the Almighty ( COMFORTER 
be provoked to deal thus with our Souls, alas | What 
a Loſs muſt, we ſuſtain ! A Loſs, unſpeakable, ures | 

parable,. eternal! 

So that if this Practice 532 e not ff, it hg” be 15 
exceedingly detrimental. And, that, not in one only, 
but in various Reſpects. Have we received Tpiritual” 

| Good from the publick Ordinances ? ? The Admoni- 

| tion of Heaven is, Ve aug hi to give the more - Earne/? 
to the things which we have wo gn at any Time we 
fhould l.them flip, Heb. ii. 1. By this Practice, we 
not only. ſuffer them to . but open as it were a 
Leak for their immediate Diſcharge... Have we been 
under ediſying Impreſſions from our private Exerci- 


les?; The. unerring en I, 8 not the ; = 


rene 
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Stille not the ſerious Deſites, which he has awaken - 


ed. Allow them their full Scope, till they are for- 


med into gracious Habits. By the Practice under 
Conſideration, we pour Water inſtead of Oil, upon 
the feeble Flame. We extinguiſh what we ſhould 
cheriſn. Is the Heavenly Seed ſown in our Breaſts ? 
T heſe-diflipating Interviews ate the ravenous Birds, 
which follow the Scedſman, and devour the Grain: 


So that nothing takes Root. No Fruit os Faith,, of 


| Joy, or Love'is produced. 


Let me only add, That, on a Dying Bed, the 
Miſ-improvement of all our Time will be moſt bit- 


' terly regretted. - How much more the. Miſ-improve-. 
ment of +hsſe Hours, which GOD himſelf has hal- 


lowed ; has. ſet apart for the nobleſt Purpoſes ; and is 


wont to bleſs in an eſpecial Manner ! While others 


„ were ſecking the Pearl of great Price, and gather- 


. «ings thoſe Treaſures of Wiſdom and Grace, which 


4 endure to everlaſting L#e ; I, alas I was ſquander- 


e ing away the precious Opportunities in very Vani- 
1 ty.” Io ſee the Curtain of Time dropping ; to, 


ſee a vaſt Eternity opening before us; and to have 
ſuch Reflections haunting our Conſcience : This will 


_ cauſe Miſery, not to be expreſſed; create Aoguilh, 


not to be conceived. 


OBJECTION II. Will it be ſaid, in. Anſwer, to 
theſe Conſiderations, That Company, even triſfing bf 


« Company, is a Relaxation. We return to the 
« Inſtruftion of our Families, and to our Evening 
« Devotion, with freſh Alacrity, being fick of theſe 


« Triflers?” A ſtrange Argument! It ſhould rather | 
de reverſed... The Qbjectors might truly ſays Being 


tick 1 f Religion and its Services, we want ſuch Tri- 


Herd 
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flers to afford us ſame Relief, The ſincere Servant of | 
CHRIST would ſind no Recreation, but feel Grief of ir 
Heart, in ſuch Interviews. It muſt be a real AMiQi- 5 
on to obſerve his Divine LORD abſolutely diſregard - fa 
ed. Diſregarded on the Day peculiarly devoted to his 


Honour. Every Vanity now preferred before him, as B: 
Barabbas the Robber was formerly. The true Re- 
freſhment' for our Souls conſiſts in having our Faith 5 
increaſed, our Hope elevated; and our Views of Hea- 1 
ven enlarged. In contemplating the infinite · Perfecti- ” 13k 
on and Glory of our Redeemer; the infinite Grandeur Gu 
and Fulneſs of his Propitiation ; and our complete, I * X 
might have ſaid, our infinite Security from Wrath "'H 
and Vengeance, by being intereſted in his Merits. | 1 

 OnjtcTron III. „ Sunday is the beſt Part of 2 


4 our Time for this Purpoſe. Buſineſs is ſuſpended. 
« Every body is ready dreſſed. All Circumſtances 
& invite.” Is it the beſt Part of our Time? Then 


let it be devoted to the beſt of Beings. Who is more 
worthy of our choiceſt Thoughts, Affections, Hours, 1 

than that divinely compaſſionate Saviour, who offer- Py 
ed himſelf, in the very Prime of his Life, 'a bleeding 115 


Victim for our Sins, that his Sacrifice might have 
every recommending Circumſtance, which could ren- 
der it acceptable to GOD, and available for Man? 

" OnJzecTion IV. < It; is the univerſal} Cuſtom. 
«& To diſcontinue it, would render us unfaſhionable.” 
And cannot you bear to be a little unfaſhionable for 
his Sake, who was deſpiſed and rejected, who hum- 
bled himſelf to Death, even the Death of the Croſs, 
© for your Sake? Is it the univerſal Cuſtom? Then 

Cuſtom is the Idol, which we are called to renounce. 


$ * muſt ſay of * in this Kees” as Eljah Fs, 
\ | 4 
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Bans IF Glow be GON; follow ls Dictates'; but + 


if. IHA ee nis Precepts, It is i 
written in the Scriptures, Rom. Xii. 2. Be not con- 5 


formed to this Ferld. - To what does this Prohibition 


relate? To fuch ungodly Cuſtoms; no doubt. No 
Battery. of Cannon was ever. pointed. more directly 
againſt a Citadel to be demoliſhed, than this Text 
againſt ſuch Cuſtoms. In indifferent Matters, let the N 
Ohriſtian aveid Singularity. Let him dreſs ſome what 


like his Neighbouts. Let him make an Appearance 


ſuitable to his Station. But let him not follow a ul.. 
titude, to profane the Sabbath, or to de any Evil. a4 


5 H&R E' Religious Perſons ſhould, by all Means, be: 7 A 
feugular'; ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves by a becoming 


Zeal: for their GOD; ſhould ſet an Example, and 
ſhine as Lights, in the Midſt of a -crooked and per- 


verſe Generation. Other wiſe, they may do, not F 
| themſelves only, but others alſo, incredible Harm. 


OBrJEction V. Some perhaps may ſtart, and 


reply, „If theſe Things are ſo, to what a Degree of & 


e ſinful Negligence is even the Chriſtian World arri- 
<« ved! With Regard to the World called Chriſtian, 


This is too true. And no Meaſure of Sorrow can be | 


fuſkcient to bewail the deplorable Degeneracy. Neg- 
ligence, or rather Qbſtjnacy, in this capital Inſtance 


is a melancholy Indication f nd lef#-Diſobedience af Bad: 


other Reſpects. 
OnJEcTion VI. This will be irkſome, wink | 


«© render. our Religion a Burden,” I hope, no one 


that pretends to Seriouſnefs: will offer to make 0 ' N 


Objection. . The Sinners in 572 made it. 


»hich Regen they. ate beapqed, a be 4 
- I hauch, d chat 4 never be blot- 
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— ted 
FF r 4 
| - lt 4 


45 4 


1 
"oF 
. 3 


WE have'a never-ceaſing and eternal Communion with 


cine this, Wi 


4 30 * . 
ted 07 what a Hearings 7 rs.0t / wie I | 
TY Sabbath, and its HA SOler MAGN , gone ? Fla). 

i. 13. and Amor viit. 5, This diſcovers a Heart ali- 


{ated from GOD ; that has not taſted the good \ 


4 ord of Grace, and favours not the Things which 
Se of CHRIST. Otherwiſe, ſuch would be the Lan | 
We vage; * One Day, thus employed, is better than a 
* thoufand.” P/ahn boxxiv. 10. Is it tedious and; | 
© burdenſome to paſs a fngle Day in devout Exerciſes ? 


4 How then ſhall we paſs, how ſhall we endure the Apes - 


of Eternity ? ſince we are aſſured, that thoſe happy 
Beings, who ſtand around the Throne, cloathed with 
White Robes, ſerve their GOD Day and Night, for | 
ever and ever, in his Temple: In 200 Regions of, 
Immortality they find a Heaven; becauſe, there they 


F GOD; becauſe there they have a a e and 


4 2 Sabbath. | 


